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INTRODUCTION 

Few  extremes  of  weather  occurred  in  1992,  unless  it  was  rain!  The  winter  periods  were 
both  predominantly  mild,  with  little  significant  snow.  Rainfall  was  high,  however;  for 
example  79  inches  (1740  mm)  fell  on  the  Editor’s  garden,  30%  more  than  average.  August 
was  the  wettest  month.  With  the  generally  mild  conditions  numbers  of  many  wintering 
wildfowl  and  waders  were  unexceptional,  with  species  such  as  Wigeon  and  Teal  particularly 
few  in  some  areas  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Whooper  and  Bewick’s  Swans  were  also  rather 
scarce  then,  as  were  winter  thrushes. 

Despite  the  generally  wet  pattern,  there  was  some  dry  sunny  weather  in  May  and  June 
and  the  breeding  season  was  good.  Kites  enjoyed  their  best  year  on  record  and  Hen  Harriers 
and  Goshawks  both  had  successful  seasons.  Despite  the  rain  later  in  the  summer  Nightjars 
also  did  well  and  the  BTO  survey  recorded  c.  190  territorial  males  in  Wales,  a  235%  increase 
since  1982.  Roseate  Terns  also  had  a  slightly  better  year,  with  7  pairs  rearing  10  young,  and 
Bam  Owls  are  clearly  very  well-established  in  many  areas.  Pride  of  place,  however,  must  go 
to  Honey  Buzzard,  proved  to  breed  for  the  first  time  in  Wales,  and  Corncrake,  which  bred  in 
2  sites.  Except  for  Little  Ringed  Plover,  many  waders  continued  to  do  badly  and  there  must 
now  be  serious  danger  of  the  Lapwing  becoming  extinct  as  a  Welsh  breeding  bird  outside 
nature  reserves.  Besides  very  high  stocking  rates,  increasing  problems  with  predation  by 
crows  and  foxes  seems  to  be  the  main  cause  and  high  crow  and  fox  populations  are 
themselves  linked  to  the  present  very  high  stocking  rates  of  sheep  in  Wales. 

Although  1992  apparently  lacked  any  really  striking  rarity,  one  of  the  most  pleasing  of 
such  records  during  the  year  must  have  been  to  find  3  White-winged  Black  Terns  together 
on  Kenfig  Pool  on  a  May  morning.  Hoopoes  were  rather  few  but  5  of  the  10  records  were 
found  on  April  21st,  a  nice  arrival,  and,  in  the  autumn,  a  party  of  7  Ortolan  Buntings  was 
found  at  Lavernock  Point;  such  records  very  sparse  indeed.  At  both  ends  of  the  year  there 
was  an  extraordinary  crop  of  very  early  or  very  late/wintering  summer  migrants,  involving 
terns,  Swift,  Swallow,  Lesser  Whitethroat,  Garden  Warbler  and  Scarlet  Rosefinch.  There 
was  also  an  interesting  movement  of  scarcer  waders  in  May/early  June,  particularly 
involving  stints  and  Curlew  Sandpipers.  At  the  same  time  there  was  a  crop  of  extralimital 
Yellow  Wagtail  races.  In  the  autumn  there  were  unusual  numbers  of  Black  Terns  and,  off 
Strumble  Head,  a  massive  movement  of  Razorbills,  involving  c. 20,000  birds  in  1 1  hours  on 
October  25th. 

Recording  Organisation  in  Wales 

Recording  areas  in  Wales  basically  coincide  with  the  pre-1974  county  system,  as 
shown  on  the  map.  Records  in  the  Systematic  List  refer  mainly  to  these  areas.  However,  for 
some  species  surveys  the  larger  areas  of  the  post- 1974  counties  have  been  used.  These 
counties  are  Gwent,  formerly  Monmouthshire;  the  3  Glamorgans,  formerly  one  county; 
Dyfed,  comprising  Carmarthenshire,  Pembrokeshire  and  Cardiganshire;  Powys,  comprising 
Breconshire,  Radnorshire  and  Montgomeryshire;  Clwyd,  comprising  Flintshire  and 
Denbighshire;  and  Gwynedd,  comprising  Merionethshire,  Caernarvonshire  and  Anglesey. 
The  Welsh  names  of  the  old  counties  are  also  shown  on  the  map  and  may  be  used  in  the 
texts.  The  wisdom  of  retaining  the  old  system  for  ornithological  recording  has  been 
underlined  by  the  proposals  now  advanced  to  reorganise  local  government  yet  again,  over 
much  of  the  country  reverting  to  the  pre-1974  counties. 
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The  Bird  Recording  Areas 

in  Wales 
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The  County  Recorders  for  Wales  are  as  follows: 

Anglesey  &  Caernarfon:  A.  Davies,  21  Berth-y-Glyd,  Gyffin,  Conwy,  Gwynedd  LL32  8NP. 
Bi  ■ econ *:  M.  F.  Peers,  Gorse  Bank,  Llangammarch  Wells,  Powys  LD4  4AA. 

Ceredigion*:  P.  E.  Davis,  Felindre,  Aberarth,  Aberaeron,  Dyfed  SA46  OLP. 

Carmarthen*:  R.  O.  Hunt,  9  Waun  Road,  Llanelli,  Dyfed  SA15  3RS. 

Denbigh  &  Flint*:  M.  G.  Neal,  36  The  Ridgeway,  Hawarden,  Deeside,  Clwyd. 

Mid  Glamorgan:  S.  J.  Moon,  Kenfig  NNR,  Ton  Kenfig,  Pyle,  Mid  Glamorgan. 

South  Glamorgan:  P.  Bristow,  10  Lisvane  Street,  Cathays,  Cardiff  CF2  4LL. 

West  Glamorgan*:  H.  E.  Grenfell,  14  Bryn  Terrace,  Mumbles,  Swansea. 

Gwent*:  C.  Jones,  22  Walnut  Drive,  Caerleon,  Newport,  Gwent  NP6  ISP. 

Meirionnydd:  R.  I.  Thorpe,  2  Tan-y-Garth,  Friog,  Fairbourne,  Gwynedd  LL59  5EF. 
Montgomery:  Brayton  Holt,  Scops  Cottage,  Pentre  Beirdd,  Welshpool.  Powys  SY21  9DL. 
Pembroke*:  J.  W.  Donovan,  The  Burren,  Dingle  Lane,  Crundale,  Haverfordwest,  Dyfed. 
Radnor:  P.  P.  Jennings,  Garnfawr  Bungalow,  Bettws,  Hundred  House,  Llandrindod  Wells, 
Powys  LD3  5RP. 

Those  counties  marked  *  produce  county  bird  reports  which  are  obtainable  from  the  County 
Recorders;  the  Carmarthen  report  is  obtainable  from  Dyfed  Wildlife  Trust;  Mid  and  South 
Glamorgan  produce  a  combined  report,  obtainable  from  P.  Bristow  or  from  the  Kenfig 
NNR.  Anglesey,  Caernarvon  and  Merioneth  produce  a  combined  report — The  Gwynedd 
Bird  Report  obtainable  from  recorders. 

Recent  county  Avifaunas  are  also  available  for  Brecon — Birds  of  Breconshire  by  M.  F. 
Peers  and  M.  Shrubb,  obtainable  from  the  authors  or  the  Brecknock  Wildlife  Trust,  Lion 
House,  Lion  Street,  Brecon;  Gwent — The  Breeding  Atlas  and  The  Birds  of  Gwent, 
obtainable  from  J.  M.  S.  Lewis,  Y  Bwthyn  Gwyn,  Goldbrook,  Abergavenny;  West 
Glamorgan — An  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  in  West  Glamorgan  obtainable  from  Dr.  D.  K. 
Thomas,  Laburnum  Cottage,  12  Manselfield  Road,  Murton,  Swansea  SA3  3AR. 

A  number  of  regional  ornithological  and  natural  history  Societies  cover  various  parts  of 
Wales  and  these  are  listed  inside  the  back  cover. 

Submission  of  records 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  Society  NOT  TO  PUBLISH  in  this  Report  any  records  of 
species  regarded  as  British  rarities  on  the  list  of  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee 
(BBRC)  unless  that  record  has  been  considered  and  accepted  by  BBRC.  All  such  records 
should,  therefore,  be  submitted  to  BBRC,  preferably  via  relevant  County  Recorders.  The 
secretary  of  BBRC  is  M.  J.  Rogers,  Bag  End,  Churchtown,  Towednack,  Cornwall,  TR26 
3AZ. 

Wales  also  has  its  own  rarities  committee  WRAG,  which  considers  the  following  list  of 
species:  Cory’s  Shearwater,  Great  Shearwater,  Little  Egret ,  Purple  Heron,  White  Stork, 
Bean  Goose,  Snow  Goose,  Ferruginous  Duck,  Surf  Scoter,  Honey  Buzzard,  Montagu's 
Harrier,  Rough-legged  Buzzard,  Golden  Eagle,  Spotted  Crake,  Crane,  Stone  Curlew, 
Kentish  Plover,  Temminck's  Stint,  Red-necked  Phalarope,  Long-tailed  Skua,  Ring-billed 
Gull,  Iceland  Gull,  Bee-eater,  Richard's  Pipit,  Tawny  Pipit,  Bluethroat,  Savi's  Warbler, 
Aquatic  Warbler,  Icterine  Warbler,  Melodious  Warbler,  Hartford  Warbler,  Barred  Warbler, 
Pallas's  Warbler,  Yellow-browed  Warbler,  Red-breasted  Flycatcher,  Woodchat  Shrike, 
Serin,  Common  Rosefinch,  Cirl  Bunting,  Ortolan  Bunting. 
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Once  again  it  is  the  Society’s  policy  NOT  TO  PUBLISH  records  of  species  on  the 
above  list,  unless  considered  and  accepted  by  WRAG.  All  such  records  should  therefore,  be 
sent  to  WRAG  preferably  via  County  Recorders.  The  Secretary  of  WRAG  is  G.  H.  Rees,  22 
Priory  Avenue.  Haverfordwest,  Dyfed  SA61  1SQ.  Unfortunately  many  of  the  1992  WRAG 
records  have  been  lost  in  circulation.  So  for  this  year  the  records  published  are  those 
accepted  by  County  Recorders.  The  future  operation  of  WRAG  is  also  being  reviewed. 

Assembling  the  Welsh  Bird  Report  involves  much  work,  particularly  for  County 
Recorders.  It  is  important,  therefore,  for  all  records  to  be  submitted  to  the  relevant  County 
Recorder  by  January  31st.  so  that  he  may  prepare  the  records  in  time  for  his  own  Report  and 
this  Report. 

Treatment  of  records  in  the  Welsh  Bird  Report 

The  Systematic  List  covers  the  calendar  year  1992  unless  otherwise  indicated. 
Additions  and  corrections  for  previous  years  are  recorded  in  the  main  Systematic  List,  with 
the  relevant  year  shown.  Attempts  to  present  the  wader  count  data  for  a  single  winter  in  each 
Report  have  been  abandoned  as  unsatisfactory.  For  wildfowl  and  waders,  therefore,  monthly 
maximum  counts  for  the  main  sites  in  Wales  are  now  tabulated  as  they  are  available.  They 
are  incomplete,  particularly  in  North  Wales.  It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  these  figures 
do  not  represent  coordinated  counts  covering  all  Welsh  sites  on  a  single  day  or  short  period 
of  days.  They  are  simply  the  peak  count  noted  for  each  species  in  each  site  in  each  month. 
Some  overlap  may  therefore  occur  in  the  figures  within  large  sites,  because  birds  possibly 
shift  between  count  areas  during  the  month,  and  over  the  winter,  with  movements  between 
sites.  Thus  conclusions  about  total  numbers  in  Wales  should  be  drawn  with  caution  from 
these  figures.  Nevertheless  they  show  clearly  the  comparative  importance  of  sites,  the  scale 
of  populations  involved,  and  the  seasonal  pattern  of  occurrence  and  an  inventory  of  the  most 
important  wader  and  wildfowl  sites  in  Wales  is  building  up  in  the  Report,  Figures  for 
waders  also  now  exclude  the  English  side  of  the  Dee  Estuary,  which  much  reduces  the  totals 
for  some  species  but  gives  a  clearer  picture  of  strictly  Welsh  populations. 

The  records  for  many  scarcer  migrants  have  been  summarised  to  show  the  total 
recorded  in  spring  and/or  autumn,  the  spread  of  dates  in  which  recorded,  the  monthly  totals 
to  show  the  pattern  of  occurrence  and  the  total  seen  in  each  county.  Note  that  in  calculating 
monthly  totals,  individual  birds  which  are  seen  in  more  than  one  month  are  recorded  for 
each.  Thus  the  numbers  shown  in  these  tables  will  differ  from  the  total  of  birds  seen,  which 
is  always  shown  separately. 

Comment  in  the  Systematic  List  is  confined  to  1992,  apart  from  additions  and 
corrections  to  previous  years.  A  new  Birds  of  Wales,  which  will  describe  the  present  status 
of  all  Welsh  birds,  is  expected  in  1994.  For  species  marked  *  in  the  List,  all  records  received 
have  been  summarised.  Otherwise  only  selected  records  are  given.  That  some  regularly 
occurring  species  thus  have  no  entry  in  the  Systematic  List  for  1992  means  neither  that  they 
did  not  occur  nor  that  we  are  not  interested.  We  hope  that  such  gaps  will  encourage 
observers  to  provide  information.  It  is  sad  to  report  that,  yet  again,  we  have  only  limited 
material  from  Anglesey  and  Caernarfon,  although  the  publication  of  the  Gwynedd  Bird 
Reports  for  1990  and  1991  during  1993  has  enabled  information  for  those  years  to  be 
included.  In  addition  Jim  Clark  and  Norman  Gammon  have  supplied  records  for  1992  for 
these  counties  (see  below).  We  also  lack  records  for  1992  from  Radnor.  As  Radnor 
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publishes  no  County  Bird  Report,  this  means  that  no  information  is  available  anywhere  for 
that  county. 

Papers  and  notes 

Papers  are  welcomed  by  the  Editor  on  any  aspects  of  Welsh  Ornithology.  The  Society 
is  anxious  that  the  Report  should  become  a  full  record  of  present  ornithological  activity  in 
Wales.  We  hope  that  all  workers,  professional  or  amateur,  with  the  results  of  bird  studies  in 
Wales,  will  always  consider  publishing  information  about  these  here.  All  papers  will  be 
reviewed  by  the  Editor  and  an  independent  referee.  Authors  should  follow  the  format  of 
papers  published  in  the  Reports  for  1990  and  1991  and  guidelines  have  been  drawn  up  and 
are  available  from  the  Editor.  Papers  are  published  in  either  Welsh  or  English.  Papers 
submitted  in  Welsh  should  be  supplied  with  captions  to  tables  and  figures  in  both  Welsh  and 
English  and  with  an  English  summary  (see  paper  on  page  67).  This  follows  standard 
international  practice. 

Short  notes  on  interesting  or  unusual  features  of  behaviour  recorded  in  Wales  are  also 
welcome.  An  accumulation  of  such  items  is  of  considerable  value.  Notes  should  be  short 
and  succinct,  ideally  of  not  more  than  half  a  page  in  length.  Their  form  and  layout  should 
follow  that  on  page  84.  Notes  may  also  be  submitted  in  either  Welsh  or  English. 
Acknowledgements 
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CLASSIFIED  RECORDS  FOR  1992 

The  following  abbreviations  are  used  in  this  list:  county  names  are  used  as  shown  on 
the  map  on  page  3,  printed  in  bold  type  to  distinguish  them  from  towns  of  the  same  name; 
months  are  abbreviated  to  the  first  3  letters,  except  June  and  July  (in  full)  and  September 
(Sept.);  S,  N,  E,  W  etc,  cardinal  points  of  the  compass;  max.  and  min.,  maximum/maxima 
and  minimum/minima;  Est.  Estuary;  Res.  reservoir;  R.  river;  NNR,  LNR,  NR,  nature 
reserves  of  various  designations;  GC  golf  course;  A/F  airfield;  CP  country  park;  GP  gravel 
pits;  S/F  sewage  works;  s/p  summer  plumage;  w/p  winter  plumage;  c/s  clutch  size,  b/s  brood 
size.  In  wader  and  wildfowl  tables  the  following  abbreviations  of  place  names  are  used: 
B'pill,  Blackpill,  Swansea  Bay;  Burry  (S),  the  south  side  of  the  Burry  Inlet  together  with  the 
Upper  Lougher  estuary;  Burry  (N),  the  north  side  of  the  Burry  Inlet;  T/T/G,  the 
Taf/Tywi/Gwendraeth  estuary  complex  in  Carmarthen;  D/Glas.,  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn 
estuary  in  Meirionnydd;  PoA,  Point  of  Ayr  at  the  seaward  end  of  the  Dee  estuary  in  Flint; 
CQ/O’holt,  Connah’s  Quay/Oakenholt  at  the  landward  end  of  the  Dee  estuary  in  Flint.  A  * 
by  the  species  name  indicates  that  all  records  available  are  summarised. 

RED-THROATED  DIVER  Gavia  stellata  *  TROCHYDD  GYDDFGOCH 

1990:  An  additional  flock  was  of  42  off  Llanfairfechan  Caernarfon  on  Nov.  1 1th. 

1992:  Wintering  flocks  or  parties  were  present  off  all  coasts,  with  birds  noted  until  May  8th 
(Cefn  Sidan  Carmarthen)  and  from  Sept.  4th  (off  Pembroke).  The  main  concentrations 
were  80  off  Worms  Head  Glamorgan  on  Dec.  26th,  66  off  Cefn  Sidan  Carmarthen  on  Jan. 
23rd,  with  40+  there  on  Feb.  21st,  390  off  Borth/Ynyslas  Ceredigion  on  Jan.  17th  and  168 
there  on  Nov.  13th  and  290  at  Aberdysynni  Meirionnydd  in  January,  69  in  February  and 
106  in  December.  There  may  be  some  overlap  between  the  Ceredigion  and  Meirionnydd 
records  but  coordinated  counts  in  Cardigan  Bay,  from  Aberdyfi  Meirionnydd  to  Blackrock, 
Porthmadog  Caernarfon  in  the  early  months  and  from  Borth  Ceredigion  to  Llanbedrog, 
Llyn  Caernarfon  during  September  to  December  found  362  in  January,  140  in  February,  42 
in  October  and  351  in  November. 

BLACK-THROATED  DIVER  G.  arctic  a*  TROCHYDD  GYDDFDDU 

1991:  There  were  totals  of  10  in  Anglesey  and  4  in  Caernarfon,  with  monthly  totals  of  Jan. 
(2),  Feb.  (6),  Mar.  (1),  Apr.  (1),  May  (2),  Nov.  (2),  Dec.  (2). 

1992:  A  total  of  c.  19-21  recorded  offshore,  c.  8-10  in  the  early  months  until  Apr.  1st  and  1 1 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  from  Sept.  13th,  in  Glamorgan  (4-5),  Pembroke  (c.  13)  and  Clwyd 
(2-3).  Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

7  5  5  1  2-3  2  4  2 

GREAT  NORTHERN  DIVER  G.  immer*  TROCHYDD  MAWR 

1991:  Off  Anglesey  and  Caernarfon  exceptional  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

17  753  1  10013  12  8 

1992:  As  usual  a  scattering  wintering  all  round  the  coast,  with  a  total  of  c.  14-15  birds  noted 
in  Glamorgan  (2),  Carmarthen  (2),  Pembroke  (1),  Meirionnydd  (3-4),  Caernarfon  (1), 
Denbigh  (2)  and  Flint  (3).  Monthly  totals  were: 
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Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  Nov.  Dec. 

6-7  1  2  1  3  2 

Winter  numbers  were  lower  than  normal  in  Pembroke  but  spring  passage  there  involved  up 
to  3  on  7  dates  between  Mar.  1st  and  Apr.  20th  and  autumn  passage  up  to  3  at  4  sites  on  17 
dates  between  Aug.  22nd  and  December. 

LITTLE  GREBE  Tachybaptus  ruficollis  GWYACH  FACH 

Breeding  counts  were  received  as  follows:  Gwent:  total  of  6  pairs  bred;  Glamorgan  (S  & 
M):  2  pairs  raised  a  total  of  5  young  at  one  site;  breeding  is  uncommon  in  both  counties; 
Brecon:  6  pairs  raised  a  min.  of  9  young,  a  complete  census  as  far  as  known;  Montgomery; 
pairs  present  at  Fachwen  and  Gyngrog  but  breeding  not  proved;  Meirionnydd:  breeding 
reported  from  2  sites  but  records  very  incomplete;  Anglesey;  breeding  at  Llyn  Alaw, 
Llyncefni,  Llyn  Traffwll  and  Llyn  Rhos  Ddu;  Clwyd;  breeding  confirmed  at  Llandegla 
Fisheries,  Ruabon  and  Shotton  Pools.  Except  where  stated  these  are  not  complete  county 
censuses. 

GREAT  CRESTED  GREBE  Podiceps  cristatus  GWYACH  FAWR  GOPOG 

1990:  Anglesey:  bred  at  Llyn  Alaw  and  Llyn  Coron. 

1991:  Caernarfon:  270  off  Llanfairfechan  on  Sept.  25th. 

1992:  The  largest  winter  concentrations  offshore  were  noted  in  Ceredigion,  with  max.  of 
295  off  Borth  on  Jan.  17th  and  158  on  Dec.  26th,  and  Meirionnydd,  with  max.  of  1 16  in  the 
Dwyryd/Glaslyn  estuary  in  February,  64  in  October  and  53  in  December,  when  there  were 
also  63  at  Aberdyfi.  Coordinated  counts  in  Cardigan  Bay  (see  Red-throated  Diver  for 
details)  produced  totals  of  Jan.  (97),  Feb.  (120),  Oct.  (66)  and  Dec.  (322).  Elsewhere  flocks 
of  12-30  were  widespread  and  there  were  75  off  Connah’s  Quay/Oakenholt,  Dee  Estuary 
Flint  on  Nov.  24th.  There  were  still  17  off  Machynys  Carmarthen  as  late  as  May  20th. 

Breeding  records  were  received  as  follows:  Gwent:  4  pairs  bred;  Glamorgan  (S  &  M): 
of  4  pairs  present  in  3  sites,  3  certainly  bred;  Carmarthen:  pairs  bred  at  Upper  Lleidi  Res. 
and  Witchett  Pool  and  birds  present  for  part  of  the  breeding  season  at  Talyllychau  Pools; 
Pembroke:  does  not  breed  and  never  has;  Ceredigion:  no  confirmed  breeding  noted; 
Brecon:  a  total  of  10  pairs  tried  to  breed  at  Llangorse  Lake  (5),  Talybont  Res.  (4)  and 
Llyswen  (1)  but  only  8  young  reared  altogether;  Montgomery:  pairs  bred  at  Fachwen,  Llyn 
Du  Meifod  and  Lymore;  Anglesey:  bred  at  Llyn  Alaw  (c.  5  pairs)  and  Llyn  Rhos  Ddu; 
Clwyd:  a  pair  raised  2  young  at  Llyn  Helyg  and  pairs  bred  at  Llyn  Brenig,  Lindisfarne 
Lake,  Llyn  Bran  and  Acton  Park.  An  increase  in  breeding  pairs  was  noted  in  Meirionnydd. 

RED-NECKED  GREBE  P.  grisegena*  GWYACH  YDDFGOCH 

1990:  Caernarfon:  one  off  Llanfairfechan  from  Jan.  5th-Mar.  3rd,  with  2  until  Jan.  14th 
and  one  on  Nov.  24th  and  singles  at  Penmaenmawr  from  Sept.  8th  -  1 1th  and  Great  Orme  on 
8th. 

1991:  Caernarfon:  singles  at  Llanfairfechan  and  Aber  Ogwen  on  Feb.  17th,  Penmaenmawr 
on  Oct.  13th  and  Criceieth  on  Nov.  16th.  Anglesey:  singles  in  Holyhead  Bay  on  Jan.  6th 
and  Mar.  5th  and  Holyhead  Harbour  from  Mar.  2nd  -  23rd  and  over  Apr.  7th-8th.  One  at 
Penmon  on  Dec.  20th. 

1992:  In  Glamorgan,  singles  at  Whiteford  Point  on  Jan.  22nd  and  Oct.  5th  and  at  Kenfig 
Pool  from  Oct.  15th-29th.  One  at  Trawsfynydd  Meirionnydd  from  Oct.  27th  to  the  end  of 


8 


the  year. 

SLAVONIAN  GREBE  P.  auritus*  GWYACH  GORNIOG 

1990:  In  Anglesey  and  Caernarfon  there  were  max.  of  19  offshore  in  8  sites  during  January 
to  March  and  25  in  5  during  September  to  December. 

1991:  Additional  records  were:  Carmarthen:  singles  at  Witchett  Pool  and  Cefn  Sidan  in 
January  and  in  the  latter  area  on  Mar.  1st  and  off  Salmon  Scar  Point  on  Dec.  8th;  in 
Anglesey  and  Caernarfon  there  were  max.  of  15  in  11  sites  during  January  to  March  and 
17  in  7  during  September  to  December. 

1992:  Rather  few  recorded  offshore  as  follows:  Glamorgan:  one  at  Kenfig  Pool  and 
rivermouth  from  Jan.  26th-29th  and  present  off  Whiteford  Point/Llanrhidian  in  January, 
February,  March,  October  and  December,  with  a  max.  of  6  on  Feb.  6th;  Pembroke:  singles 
at  Gann  from  Feb.  2nd-Mar.  29th  and  in  Angle  Bay  on  Nov.  15th;  Ceredigion:  one  at 
Ynyslas  on  Oct.  13th;  Meirionnydd:  monthly  totals  in  Cardigan  Bay  between  Shell  Island 
Harlech  and  Black  Rock  Porthmadog  were  Jan.  (13),  Feb.  (12),  Oct.  (4)  and  Dec.  (5); 
Clwyd:  one  on  Rhyl  brickworks  pool  on  Dec.  11th  and  12th.  Inland  singles  in  s/p  on  Llyn 
Brenig  Clwyd  on  Apr.  5th  and  on  Llyn  Helyg  on  May  31st  may  have  been  the  same  bird. 

BLACK-NECKED  GREBE  P.  nigricollis*  GWYACH  YDDFDDU 

1990:  Two  at  Llyn  Penrhyn  Anglesey  from  Mar.  24th-Apr.  8th  and  one  there  on  Sept.  30th 
and  one  at  Llyn  Traffwll  from  Sept.  3rd-Oct.  7th.  In  Caernarfon  up  to  2  off  Llanfairfechan 
during  January  to  March  and  from  Oct.  24th,  2  at  Pwllheli  on  Feb.  23rd  and  one  at  Borth-y- 
Gest  on  Mar.  6th. 

1991:  Anglesey:  one  at  Llyn  Llywenan  on  June  20th;  Caernarfon:  a  max.  offshore  of  4 
during  January  to  March  and  5  during  October  to  December. 

1992:  One  at  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan  on  Nov.  10th  and  1 1th  and  2  along  the  Meirionnydd 
coast  between  Llandanwg  and  Morfa  Harlech  in  December. 

FULMAR  Fulmarus  glacialis  ADERYN-DRYCIN  Y  GRAIG 

Counts  at  breeding  sites  were  received  as  follows:  Glamorgan  (S  &  M):  birds  prospecting 
suitable  cliffs  from  Southerndown  to  Aberthaw.  Breeding  was  suspected  at  Llantwit  Major 
and  one  pair  bred  at  Nash  Point;  Pembroke:  110  occupied  sites  on  Skokholm,  692  on 
Skomer  and  197  on  Ramsey,  whilst  the  largest  mainland  colony  was  36  at  Flimston.  Other 
Welsh  breeding  sites  were  not  reported  on  but  there  was  a  dark  morph  (known  as  Blue 
Fulmars)  in  Prestatyn  quarry  Flint  all  the  breeding  season  from  Feb.  2nd  and  other  singles 
were  seen  off  Point  of  Ayr  on  July  12th  and  off  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  Dec.  5th. 

CORY’S  SHEARWATER  Calonectris  diomedea*  ADERYN-DRYCIN  CORY 

1991:  The  Bardsey  Caernarfon  record  was  for  Oct.  2nd. 

1992:  One  off  Telpyn  Point  Carmarthen  on  Feb.  29th,  the  first  county  record. 

GREAT  SHEARWATER  Puffinus  gravis*  ADERYN-DRYCIN MAWR 

Singles  passed  off  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  Aug.  13th  and  Sept.  6th. 

SOOTY  SHEARWATER  P.  griseus *  ADERYN-DRYCIN  DU 

One  flew  down-Channel  off  Lavernock  Point  Glamorgan  on  July  14th  and  one  off  Cefn 
Sidan  Carmarthen  on  Aug.  1 1th.  Off  Pembroke  singles  passed  off  Skomer  on  Sept.  3rd 
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and  off  Skokholm  on  6  dates  between  Aug.  13th  and  Oct.  1st,  with  3  on  Aug.  29th;  off 
Strumble  Head  a  total  of  47  passed  on  17  dates  between  Aug.  9th  and  Oct.  19th,  with  a  max. 
of  1 1  on  Aug.  30th. 

MANX  SHEARWATER  P.  puffinus  ADERYN-DRYCIN MANAW 

The  only  breeding  colony  censused  was  at  Ramsey  Pembroke,  where  165  pairs  bred.  Birds 
were  also  coming  ashore  at  Cardigan  Island  Ceredigion  but  breeding  was  not  proved. 

In  the  Bristol  Channel  large  summer  movements  were  noted  during  late  May  to  early 
September,  with  max.  of  1200  up-channel  off  Nash  Point  Glamorgan  on  July  20th  and 
1476  similarly  off  Sker  Point  and  272  off  Lavemock  on  Aug.  3rd.  Off  Carmarthen  2920  W 
off  Cefn  Sidan  on  June  16th  was  the  largest  summer  movement  and  there  were  movements 
of  859  W  off  Point  of  Ayr  Flint  on  July  12th  and  49  W  and  16  E  there  on  Aug.  30th.  In 
Ceredigion  numerous  stranded  birds  were  found  between  Aug.  16th  and  Sept.  26th  and  one 
was  picked  up  alive  at  Sennybridge  Brecon  on  Sept  1st  and  released  later  at  the  coast. 

MEDITERRANEAN  SHEARWATER  P.  yelkouan  *  ADERYN-DRYCIN  MOR  Y  CANOLDIR 
1990:  Singles  off  Great  Orme  Caernarfon  on  Sept.  7th  and  Bardsey  on  Oct.  1 1th. 

1991:  One  off  South  Stack  Anglesey  on  Aug.  16th. 

1992:  Records  received  only  from  Pembroke,  where  singles  passed  off  Skomer  on  Aug.  7th 
and  Sept.  3rd  and  10th  and  off  Skokholm  on  6  dates  between  Aug.  19th  and  Sept.  15th,  with 
3  on  Aug.  13th.  Off  Strumble  Head  a  total  of  24  passed  between  July  25th  and  Oct.  25th, 
with  max.  of  4  on  Aug.  30th  and  Sept.  6th. 

STORM  PETREL  Hydrobates pelagicus*  PEDRYN DRYCIN 

No  breeding  counts  were  received.  Otherwise  there  was  a  scatter  of  records  around  the  coast 
between  May  5th  and  Oct.  25th  but  apparently  only  off  Glamorgan  (W)  were  there 
numbers  of  any  consequence,  with  7  off  Port  Eynon  Point  on  July  5th,  7  off  Tut  Head 
Mumbles  on  14th  and  20+  seen  c.  2  miles  offshore  from  a  Ferry  on  Aug.  8th. 

LEACH'S  PETREL  Oceanodroma  leucorrhoa *  PEDRYN  GYNFFON-FFORCHOG 

Singles  off  Burry  Port  Carmarthen  on  May  12th  and  Aberthaw  Glamorgan  on  Sept.  8th. 
Most  records  received  were  for  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  and  Point  of  Ayr  Flint.  At  the 
former  a  total  of  41  passed  between  Aug.  30th  and  Oct.  25th,  max.  23  on  Sept.  4th.  At  Point 
of  Ayr  there  were  9  on  Sept.  1st,  39  W  and  2  E  on  4th,  one  E  on  14th  and  10  on  15th;  5 
passed  Bardsey  Caernarfon  during  2nd-l  1th  and  one  there  Oct.  29th. 

GANNET  Morus  bass  anus  HU  GAN 

No  breeding  counts  were  received.  There  was  an  extraordinary  inland  record  of  5  flying 
over  Newtown  Montgomery  on  May  12th. 

CORMORANT  Phalacrocorax  carbo  MULFRAN 

There  were  91  nests  at  Penderi  Ceredigion  and  85  nests  at  Craig  yr  Aderyn  Meirionnydd; 
although  the  Penderi  colony  is  the  largest  in  Ceredigion  it  has  greatly  reduced  in  recent 
years.  No  other  breeding  colonies  were  reported  on. 

The  only  inland  roost  reported  on  was  at  Llangorse  Lake/Talybont  Res.  Brecon,  with 
max.  of  Jan.  (76),  Mar.  (78)  and  Nov.  (71).  Small  numbers  also  wintered  at  the  new 
Montgomery  NR  of  Dolydd  Hafren  (formerly  Y  Gaer). 
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In  Carmarthen  and  Meirionnydd  systematic  counts  in  the  main  estuaries  were: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec 

Burry  (N) 

1 

8 

17 

11 

5 

2 

22 

1 

10 

11 

16 

5 

T/T/G 

20 

30 

24 

34 

18 

57 

76 

129 

123 

73 

28 

83 

D/Glas. 

18 

11 

- 

54 

50 

- 

- 

- 

98 

90 

18 

25 

Mawddach 

6 

13 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9 

14 

19 

15 

13 

Dysynni 

22 

28 

37 

69 

28 

29 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 
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Coordinated  counts  in  Cardigan  Bay  (see  Red-throated  Diver  for  details)  recorded  Jan.  (38), 
Feb.  (28),  Oct.  (148)  and  Dec.  (53). 

SHAG  P.  aristotelis  MULFRAN  WERDD 

In  Meirionnydd  there  were  max.  counts  of  45  at  Aberdyfi  in  January  and  43  in  December, 
with  smaller  groups  in  other  estuaries.  Coordinated  counts  in  Cardigan  Bay  (see  Red- 
throated  Diver  for  details)  recorded  Jan.  (66),  Feb.  (14),  Oct.  (11)  and  Dec. (427).  There  was 
one  at  Llyn  Tegid  on  Jan.  29th.  No  other  Welsh  breeding  or  wintering  sites  reported  on. 

BITTERN  Botaurus  stellaris *  ADERYN  Y  BWN 

1990:  A  single  ‘boomer’  was  recorded  on  Anglesey,  where  there  were  also  singles  at 
Malltraeth  from  Feb.  2nd-Mar.  18th  and  Llyn  Penrhyn  on  Mar.  9th.  One  at  Aber  Ogwen 
Caernarfon  on  Dec.  15th. 

1992:  A  total  of  8-9  recorded  in  Glamorgan  (4-5),  Carmarthen  (2),  Pembroke  (1)  and 
Brecon  (1).  It  is  often  difficult  to  know  how  long  individuals  of  this  secretive  species  stay 
but  approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Nov.  Dec. 

3  5  2  2  1 

LITTLE  EGRET  Egretta  garzetta *  CREYR  BACH 

In  Glamorgan  one  wintering  between  Margam  and  the  Ogmore  Estuary  until  Mar.  19th, 
singles  at  various  sites  on  the  Burry  Inlet  on  Jan.  12th,  Feb.  27th,  Aug.  13th,  Sept.  13th  and 
Oct.  30th  and  at  Blackpill  on  Apr.  22-24th.  In  Carmarthen  records  involving  at  least  2 
birds  from  Jan.  1st  to  Apr.  20th  from  Penclacwydd  (until  Mar.  23rd),  Cydweli  and  the  Tywi 
estuary.  One  wintered  at  the  Gann  Pembroke  until  Apr.  4th.  Also  in  Pembroke  singles  at 
Llangwm  from  Apr.  16-2 1st  and  on  May  30th,  West  Williamston  on  Dec.  3rd  and  Fishguard 
on  22nd.  One  SE  over  Shotwick  Lake  Flint  on  Aug.  13th. 

GREY  HERON  Ardea  cinerea  CREYR  GLAS 

1990:  A  total  of  43  nests  were  recorded  in  Anglesey. 

1992:  Colony  counts  were  received  as  follows:  Gwent:  114-115  occupied  nests  in  5  sites; 
Glamorgan  (S  &  M);  no  count  from  the  colony  at  Hensol;  Carmarthen:  15  of  21  known 
sites  held  a  total  of  140-143  breeding  pairs,  with  51  of  these  at  the  largest  colony,  Allt-y- 
Gaer;  Pembroke:  38  nests  in  5  colonies,  the  largest  being  16  at  Shipping  Wood; 
Ceredigion:  93  occupied  nests  in  1 1  colonies  and  some  recent  decrease  noted;  Brecon:  2  of 
the  5  known  sites  held  13-15  pairs,  10-12  of  them  at  Ashford  Wood  to  which  the  birds 
displaced  from  Gilestone  in  1990  have  moved;  Montgomery:  31  pairs  in  4  sites,  the  largest 
14  pairs  at  Bryn  Gwyn;  Meirionnydd:  a  total  of  38  nests  in  8  sites,  the  largest  colony  being 
13  nests  at  Llechwedd  Harlech;  Caernarfon:  4  nests  at  Pentrefelin  and  6  at  Prenteg,  other 
sites  not  recorded.  No  counts  were  received  from  Glamorgan  (W),  Radnor,  Anglesey  or 
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Clwyd,  although  a  pair  was  noted  building  in  a  plantation  at  Glan-y-Wem  Clwyd. 

SPOONBILL  Platalea  leucorodia*  LLWYBIG 

1990:  One  at  the  Inland  Sea  Anglesey  from  Jan.  lst-4th. 

1992:  One  at  the  Gann  and  Skomer  Pembroke  on  May  10th  and  11th  had  been  colour 
ringed  in  Holland.  An  immature  at  Rumney  Great  Wharf  Glamorgan  on  July  28th. 

MUTE  SWAN  Cygnus  olor  ALARCH  DOF 

1990:  A  total  of  12  breeding  pairs  in  7  sites  noted  in  Anglesey  for  the  BTO/WWT  survey,  a 
decline  of  34%  since  1983. 

1992:  Breeding  counts  received  were  as  follows:  Gwent:  10-11  pairs  bred;  Glamorgan  (S 
&  M):  a  total  of  7  pairs  bred  in  6  sites;  Ceredigion:  an  increase  in  breeding  pairs  noted; 
Brecon:  9  pairs  bred  in  7  sites,  8  rearing  a  total  of  32  young,  pairs  summered  in  2  other 
sites:  Anglesey:  breeding  at  Llyn  Alaw  and  Llyn  Cefni;  Clwyd:  a  total  of  5  pairs  nesting  in 
5  sites,  3  being  seen  with  15  young  in  total.  The  Anglesey  and  Clwyd  records  are  not 
complete  counts. 

There  were  also  large  moulting  flocks  in  Brecon,  at  Llangorse  Lake,  with  max.  of  71  in 
June  and  75  in  July,  and  at  Glasbury  on  the  R.  Wye,  with  a  max.  of  82  in  September;  these 
flocks  seem  to  be  linked.  The  largest  winter  flock  noted  was  76  at  the  Knap,  Barry 
Glamorgan  on  Jan.  21st  but  there  were  also  40  in  the  Teifi  Estuary  Ceredigion  on  Sept. 
10th  and  monthly  max.  in  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  Estuary  Meirionnydd  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

11  44  28  28  31  41  47  41  34  26  34  27 

BEWICK'S  SWAN  C.  columbianus*  ALARCH  BEWICK 

1990  &  1991:  Monthly  totals  in  Anglesey  and  Caernarfon  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

1990  19  9  14  18 

1991  19  14  1 

1991:  There  were  17  at  Burry  Port  Carmarthen  on  Mar.  29th  not  29. 

1992:  Rather  fewer  than  in  some  recent  years  but  no  records  included  from  Gwent.  All 
records  received  were:  Glamorgan:  one  at  Lisvane  Res.  on  Dec.  26th  only;  Carmarthen: 
24  in  the  Tywi  valley  until  Feb.  25th  and  up  to  15  there  in  December;  Pembroke:  one  at  the 
Gann  on  Nov.  10th;  Ceredigion:  on  spring  passage  12  through  the  Dyfi  Estuary  on  Mar.  3rd 
and  19  on  15th;  5  at  Nantymoch  Res.  on  Oct.  30th,  one  at  Cors  Caron  on  31st  and  one  at  the 
Dyfi  Estuary  on  Nov.  10th;  Meirionnydd:  up  to  12  in  the  Glaslyn  marshes  in  January  and 
February,  singles  in  March  and  October  and  up  to  6  briefly  in  December.  There  were  also  8 
at  Cwm  Mynach  in  February  and  one  on  Nov.  13th  and  9  at  Cwm  Bychan  in  December; 
Anglesey:  3  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  Jan.  10th,  5  on  14th  and  6  on  28th;  Flint:  monthly  max.  at 
Shotwick  fields/inner  Marsh  Farm  were  Jan.  (33),  Feb.  (45),  Mar.  (53),  Oct.  (7),  Nov.  (17) 
and  Dec.  (70);  20  at  Connah’s  Quay  on  Jan.  4th,  7  there  on  Oct.  28th  and  10  on  Nov.  15th 
were  possibly  part  of  the  same  flocks.  One  at  Point  of  Ayr  on  Nov.  15th. 

WHOOPER  SWAN  C.  cygnus *  ALARCH  Y  GOGLEDD 

1990:  Anglesey:  max.  of  42  at  Cefni  Res.  on  Jan.  28th  and  Dec.  21st,  with  44  at  Llyn  Alaw 
on  14th. 

1991:  Anglesey:  at  Cefni  Res.  max.  of  33  in  January  and  57  in  December  and  at  Llyn  Alaw 
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max.  of  45  in  February  and  67  in  December.  Carmarthen:  3  at  Penclacwydd  on  Oct.  28th, 
not  2  as  stated. 

1992:  Records  from  the  main  wintering  sites  were  as  follows:  Carmarthen:  2  only  in  the 
Tywi  valley  until  Feb.  25th  and  singles  in  November  and  December;  Ceredigion:  present  at 
Cors  Caron  until  Apr.  12th  and  from  Oct.  18th,  with  max.  of  21  on  Jan.  12th  and  13  on  Dec. 
28th.  Brecon/Radnor:  one  only  recorded  in  the  Wye  valley,  at  Glasbury  on  Nov.  21st; 
Montgomery:  a  max.  of  12  adults  and  12  juveniles  at  Aberhafesp  on  Dec.  24th; 
Meirionnydd:  monthly  max.  in  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  marshes  of  Jan.  (19),  Feb.  (69),  Mar. 
(56),  Oct.  (46),  Nov.  (79)  and  Dec.  (67);  Anglesey:  a  max.  of  44  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  Jan.  28th, 
still  6  there  on  Apr.  18th,  5  present  on  Oct.  16th  and  a  max.  of  10  on  Dec.  7th.  Elsewhere  10 
at  Llyn  Traffwll  on  Nov.  15th  and  34  at  Coedana  on  Dec.  1 1th. 

Elsewhere  there  were  2  at  Kenfig  and  Sker  Point  Glamorgan  from  Jan  12th-Mar.  29th, 
with  singles  at  Penclawdd  from  Jan.  2 1  st-24th  and  the  Upper  Lougher  on  Oct.  10th,  in 
Carmarthen  one  at  Cydweli  marsh  on  Oct.  1 1th,  in  Pembroke  one  at  Marloes  Mere  until 
Jan.  25th.  3  at  Dinas  Island  and  then  Dowrog  from  Feb.  17th-Mar.  28th,  5  at  Stackpole  on 
Nov.  3rd  and  singles  at  Lleithyr  on  Dec.  12th  and  13th  and  Strumble  Head  on  29th.  There 
were  also  singles  at  Ynyslas  Ceredigion  in  February,  Pwll  y  Gele  Meirionnydd  on  Oct. 
12th  and  13th  and,  in  Clwyd.  at  Llyn  Helyg  and  then  Rhuddlan  from  Jan.  1st  to  Mar.  24th 
and  2  at  Rhyl  on  Oct.  1 1th. 

BEAN  GOOSE  Anser  fabalis  *  G&YDD  Y  LLAFUR 

Singles  at  Llyn  Traffwll  Anglesey  on  Jan.  12th  and  Llyn  Alaw  on  28th. 

PINK-FOOTED  GOOSE  A.  brachyrhychus *  G&YDD  DROED-BINC 

1990:  Anglesey:  singles  at  Llyn  Llywenan  on  Jan.  9th  and  Llyn  Alaw  on  26th  and  Sept. 
30th. 

1991:  Anglesey:  up  to  9  at  Llyn  Alaw  in  January,  5  on  Apr.  21st  and  2  on  Nov.  9th.  At  Llyn 
Traffwll  150  flew  N  on  Jan.  22nd  and  6  at  Llyn  Llywenan  from  Apr.  27th-May  5th.  In 
Caernarfon  33  N  at  Bangor  on  Dec.  10th.  The  Glamorgan  bird  was  first  seen  on  Oct.  29th. 
1992:  A  total  of  45-50  recorded,  in  Glamorgan  (1),  Pembroke  (10),  Ceredigion  (4), 
Meirionnydd  (1),  Anglesey  (10)  and  Flint  (19-24).  Individuals  were  present  until  May  4th 
and  from  Oct.  6th.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

14-19  11  6  7  2  10  2  3 

Probably  feral  birds  were  noted  at  Devil’s  Bridge  Ceredigion  on  Oct.  9th  (injured)  and  Llyn 
Alaw  Anglesey  on  May  5th  and  15th. 

WHITE-FRONTED  GOOSE  A.  albifrons*  GWYDD  DALCEN-WEN 

1990:  Anglesey:  6  at  Malltraeth  on  Feb.  12th  and,  at  Llyn  Alaw,  up  to  6  present  from  Nov. 
28th  into  March  1991.  with  7  in  November  1991  and  8  in  December. 

1992:  The  wintering  flock  of  the  race  flavirostris  in  the  Dyfi  Estuary  Ceredigion  was 
present  until  Apr.  30th  and  from  Oct.  8th,  with  max.  of  179  in  January  and  130  in 
December.  Other  records  of  this  form  involved  one  at  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan  on  Oct.  19th 
and  2  at  Llyn  Traffwll  Anglesey  on  Jan.  12th.  There  was  also  a  marked  autumn  movement 
through  Pembroke  during  late  October  and  November,  involving  3  at  Trefeiddan  on  Oct. 
19th,  20  at  Dowrog  from  20th-23rd,  2  at  Skokholm  on  30th,  47  at  Treginnis/Porthliski  on 
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31st  and  5  at  Skomer  and  Marloes  from  Nov.  15th-24th;  all  identified  subspecifically  were 
flavirostris. 

The  wintering  flock  of  the  race  albifrons  at  Dryslwyn  Carmarthen  held  97  birds  in 
January,  1 10  in  February  and  5  in  March  but  only  5  in  November  and  33  in  December. 

GREYLAG  GOOSE  A.  cinser  G&YDD  WYLLT 

1991:  The  statement  made  under  this  species  for  Carmarthen  should  be  deleted  as  it 
referred  to  Canada  Goose. 

1992:  Most  of  the  records  received  appear  to  refer  to  feral  birds  and  breeding  was  recorded 
in  Glamorgan,  with  5  or  6  pairs  in  Cardiff  and  Caerphilly,  Ceredigion,  with  one  rearing  7 
hybrid  young  with  a  Canada  Goose,  Brecon,  with  a  pair  breeding  at  Llangorse  Lake, 
Anglesey,  with  pairs  breeding  at  Llyn  Alaw  and  Llyn  Traffwll  and  Clwyd,  with  1 1  adults 
and  16  young  at  Glan-y-Wem. 

The  main  flocks  recorded  were  max.  of  c.  40  in  the  Taf  Estuary  Carmarthen  in 
January,  with  19  at  Ferryside  on  Sept.  2nd,  up  to  11  in  the  Dyfi  Estuary  Ceredigion  all  year, 
max.  of  18  in  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  marshes  Meirionnydd  in  January  and  20  in  December 
and  up  to  7 1  at  Pont  Glany wern  Clwyd  in  April  and  37  there  on  May  3rd. 

CANADA  GOOSE  Branta  canadensis  G^YDD  CANADA 

Max.  counts  for  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Carmarthen  Newcastle  Emlyn 
Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

160 

90 

104 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

261 

Brecon  Llangorse  Lake 

200 

98 

113 

46 

174 

60 

69 

86 

350 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas. 

17 

70 

6 

Flint  Shotwick  fields 

238 

250 

46 

26 

345 

450 

400 

300 

220 

BARNACLE  GOOSE  B.  leucopsis *  GWYDD  WYRAN 

As  with  so  many  scarce  wildfowl,  records  of  this  species  are  difficult  to  separate  between 
truly  wild  and  feral  birds.  It  is  interesting,  therefore,  that  all  records,  except  for  2  singles  at 
Ginst  Point  Carmarthen  from  Apr.  9th-24th  and  on  Oct.  18th  and  one  with  Canadas  at 
Shotwick  Flint  from  Oct.  15th,  were  for  January  to  March  and  November/December,  as 
follows:  one  at  Marloes  Mere  Pembroke  from  Dec.  1991  to  Mar.  1st;  one  at  Penclacwydd 
Carmarthen  on  Feb.  7th;  6  in  the  Burry  Inlet  Glamorgan/Carmarthen  from  23rd-26th; 
one  with  Canada  Geese  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  from  Nov.  15th;  one  similarly  at  Dolydd 
Hafren  Montgomery  in  December;  7  at  Ynyshir  Ceredigion  from  Dec.  15th.  The  Brecon 
and  Montgomery  birds  may  well  have  been  feral. 

BRENT  GOOSE  B.  bernicla *  G&YDD  DDU 

1990:  Anglesey:  a  max.  of  22  in  the  Inland  Sea  on  Apr.  19th,  4  at  Beaumaris  on  Feb.  14th 
and  5  at  Llanddwgn  on  Sept.  28th.  A  max.  of  13  in  Foryd  Bay  Caernarfon. 

1991:  Monthly  totals  in  Anglesey  and  Caernarfon  were  as  follows: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

52  103  10  39  2  2  1  2  36  91 

1992:  Monthly  max.  in  the  main  site,  the  Burry  Inlet  Glamorgan  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

1360  1435  1030  85  20  510  555  975 
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Birds  continue  to  penetrate  further  up  the  estuary  and  the  February  figure  includes  a  max.  of 
c.  619  in  the  Upper  Lougher. 

Elsewhere  there  was  a  wide  scatter  of  records  around  the  coast  but  no  flock  of  more 
than  61  was  recorded.  Nevertheless  arrival  was  early,  with  more  September  records  than 
usual,  although  2  flying  W  close  inshore  at  Rhyl  Flint  on  July  28th  and  one  on  the  Dyfi 
Ceredigion  on  Aug.  12th  (?  the  same)  may  have  been  feral.  The  September  records 
particularly  involved  an  interesting  passage  of  birds  showing  the  characters  of  the  race  hrota 
(Pale-breasted)  through  Glamorgan  (W),  Carmarthen  and  Pembroke.  Approximate 
monthly  totals  were: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

bernicla 

58 

4 

1 

56 

12 

10 

10 

12 

hrota 

9 

1 

5 

23 

148 

30 

3 

race  unknown 

13 

13 

15 

2 

2 

11 

17 

12 

12 

No  inland  records  were  received. 


SHELDUCK  Tadorna  tadorna  HWYADEN  YR  EITHIN 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  estuarine  wintering  areas  are  tabulated  as  known: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan 

Taff/Ely  Est. 

421 

430 

384 

198 

154 

25 

19 

6 

1 

6 

101 

258 

Rhymney  Est. 

1500 

975 

620 

192 

147 

144 

145 

25 

29 

350 

930 

900 

Burry  (S) 

Pembroke 

1465 

760 

550 

405 

115 

120 

205 

25 

115 

400 

855 

990 

Cleddau  Est. 

923 

790 

308 

421 

Ceredigion 

Dyfi  Est. 

259 

350 

430 

307 

346 

146 

139 

67 

16 

22 

76 

90 

Flint  PoA 

1000 

300 

200 

240 

48 

32 

36 

55 

36 

350 

256 

346 

CQ/O’holt 

600 

250 

120 

18 

45 

166 

58 

300 

18 

155 

105 

61 

Smaller  flocks  and  groups  occur  in  all  other  Welsh  estuaries  and  substantial  numbers  do  so 
in  the  Severn  off  Gwent  but  the  sites  tabulated,  together  with  the  Severn,  hold  over  75%  of 
the  total  winter  population. 

This  species  was  the  subject  of  a  BTOAVWT  breeding  survey  in  1992  and  results  were 
received  as  follows:  Glamorgan:  a  pair  bred  on  Flat  Flolm  and  2  pairs  did  so  in  the  Ogmore 
Estuary;  Carmarthen:  35-38  breeding  pairs  from  Pembrey  saltmarsh  to  Pendine,  plus  99 
non-breeders;  75+  juveniles  were  counted,  the  largest  creche  being  of  25  on  the 
Gwendraeth;  Pembroke;  a  minimum  of  101  ducklings  found,  16-20  on  the  Teifi  Estuary 
and  the  rest  on  the  Cleddau  Estuary;  Ceredigion:  52  breeding  and  22  non-breeding  birds 
noted  on  the  Teifi,  with  at  least  23  young  in  3  creches  in  July/August  (see  also  Pembroke 
above).  On  the  Dyfi  Estuary  c.  75  'pairs’,  with  a  max.  of  103  young  in  July.  Meirionnydd: 
a  total  of  328-340  birds  in  4  estuarine  sites.  A  total  of  27  broods  or  creches  were  noted 
holding  188  young;  Anglesey  &  Caernarfon:  a  total  of  1447  adults  counted  in  spring  and 
473  young  in  summer.  Inland  breeding  noted  only  in  Anglesey  with  2  pairs  and  8  young  at 
Llyn  Traffwll,  a  pair  at  Llyn  Coron  and  a  pair  and  4  young  at  Mynachdy. 

WIGEON  Anas  penelope  CHWIWELL 

1991:  There  were  max.  of  800  at  the  Inland  Sea  Anglesey  on  Nov.  20th  and  1017  at  Llyn 


15 


Alaw  on  24th.  In  Caernarfon  1850  in  Foryd  Bay  on  Oct.  5th. 

1992:  The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Burry  (S) 

1680 

1370 

115 

325 

1180 

510 

1175 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

400 

350 

250 

200 

491 

383 

280 

T/T/G 

240 

2 

0 

195 

400 

300 

220 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

1739 

736 

1930 

2461 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

3896 

4003 

2094 

596 

3860 

3261 

3073 

Cors  Caron 

180 

128 

Brecon  Talybont  Res. 

75 

104 

4 

9 

31 

18 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas 

2060 

1656 

181 

208 

596 

1050 

1115 

Artro 

297 

90 

10 

2 

150 

Mawddach 

779 

372 

163 

111 

Dysynni 

688 

857 

62 

30 

384 

Anglesey  Llyn  Alaw 

604 

Flint  CQ/O'holt 

800 

300 

15 

30 

25 

A  pinioned  pair  bred  at  Roath  Park  Lake  Glamorgan,  rearing  one  young,  an  injured  bird 
summered  on  the  Dyfi  Estuary  Ceredigion,  where  there  also  3  on  July  17th  and  a  male  at 
Llyn  Alaw  Anglesey  on  May  23rd. 

GADWALL  A.  strepera  HWYADEN  LWYD 

1990:  Anglesey:  a  pair  bred  at  Llyn  Penrhyn  and  birds  present  in  2  other  sites  in  the 
breeding  season;  34  at  Llyn  Traffwll  on  Dec.  1st. 

1991:  Anglesey:  a  pair  bred  at  Llyn  Llywenan.  Glamorgan:  a  max.  of  16  at  Eglwys 
Nunydd  Res.  on  Feb.  1 1th,  48  at  Kenfig  Pool  in  January  and  63  in  December. 

1992:  A  nest  with  1 1  eggs  found  at  Llyn  Alaw  Anglesey.  No  other  breeding  records 
received,  however,  and  no  birds  appear  to  have  been  found  between  early  May  and  July, 
although  there  were  a  male  and  2  females  in  the  Pentwd  marshes  Ceredigion  from  Apr. 
23rd-May  2nd,  2  males  and  a  female  in  the  Glaslyn  marshes  Meirionnydd  during  Apr. 
28th-May  3rd  and  a  male  at  Connah's  Quay  Flint  on  Apr.  27th  and  May  17th. 

As  usual  a  fairly  wide  scatter  of  small  wintering  groups,  with  records  from 
Glamorgan,  Carmarthen,  Pembroke,  Brecon,  Meirionnydd,  Anglesey  and  Clwyd. 
Monthly  max.  were  recorded  from  4  sites,  which  give  a  clear  idea  of  the  scale  of  numbers 
involved,  as  follows: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Kenfig  Pool 

49 

51 

28 

7 

17 

23 

20 

Carmarthen  Penclacwydd 

10 

14 

14 

3 

22 

Witchett  Pool 

18 

10 

4 

8 

12 

12 

Anglesey  Llyn  Alaw 

16 

10 

20 

TEAL  A.  crecca 

CORHWYADEN 

1990:  Anglesey:  the  max 

.  count  at  Llyn  Alaw  was  2938  on  Dec 

.  14th,  whilst  in  1991  it  was 

435  on  Nov.  24th.  There  were  also  464  at  Cefni  Res.  < 

on  Sept.  20th. 

1992:  Winter  numbers  seemed 

low 

in  some 

areas 

.  Monthly 

max. 

at  the 

main  sites  are 

tabulated  as  available: 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Taff/Ely  Est. 

320 

200 

85 

10 

38 

352 

340 

Rhymney  Est. 

225 

50 

75 

24 

85 

80 

125 
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Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Burry  (S) 

385 

135 

35 

200 

175 

35 

200 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

500 

200 

150 

300 

150 

180 

214 

T/T/G 

247 

20 

4 

23 

31 

105 

40 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

1930 

729 

1555 

1465 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

303 

156 

122 

385 

225 

235 

171 

Cors  Caron 

190 

220 

Teifi  Est. 

432 

189 

Brecon  Glasbury 

100 

38 

23 

40 

3 

Llangorse  Lake 

60 

28 

19 

0 

12 

70 

150 

Talybont  Res. 

210 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas. 

350 

350 

118 

69 

85 

296 

486 

Artro  Est. 

119 

53 

Dysynni 

257 

159 

28 

416 

Anglesey  Llyn  Alaw 

412 

209 

Flint  CQ/O'holt 

2500 

1500 

96 

200 

2500 

970 

810 

Very  little  information  on  the  breeding  population  received  but  a  pair  bred  at  Skomer 
Pembroke  and  a  ‘few7  pairs  were  reported  in  Meirionnydd  in  very  incomplete  coverage. 

MALLARD  A.  platyrhynchos  HWYADEN  WYLLT 

Winter  flocks  of  100-300  widely  reported  on  the  main  estuarine  areas  and  larger  sheets  of 
fresh  water  in  Wales.  Counts  for  the  main  areas  (holding  flocks  of  more  than  500)  are 
tabulated  as  available.  Note  that  numbers  in  the  Dee  Estuary  were  very  low  in  1992  and  no 
counts  are  included  from  2  major  sites  in  Gwent. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

291 

100 

520 

276 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

866 

353 

158 

1719 

977 

495 

580 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas. 

445 

265 

552 

406 

703 

627 

Anglesey  Llyn  Alaw 

527 

753 

300 

PINTAIL  A.  acuta  HWYADEN  LOSTFAIN 

1990:  Anglesey:  a  max.  count  of  216  at  Malltraeth  on  Jan.  9th  and  in  1991  the  max  was  200 
on  Nov.  30th.  There  were  also  127  in  the  Braint  Estuary  on  Dec.  27th. 

1992:  Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Rhymney  Est. 

300 

220 

137 

14 

74 

150 

260 

Burry  (S) 

2410 

925 

75 

5 

460 

1385 

1375 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

480 

250 

110 

10 

110 

474 

300 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

254 

174 

84 

4 

75 

75 

161 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas. 

301 

269 

120 

151 

197 

Anglesey  Malltraeth 

268 

120 

Flint  PoA. 

300 

250 

6 

3 

35 

55 

182 

CQ/O'holt 

750* 

3000* 

21 

600* 

500* 

5 

160 

*  High  counts  include  birds  displaced  from  the  Wirral  side  (Cheshire). 


Two  breeding  pairs  on  Skomer  Pembroke  both  hatched  young  but  may  not  have  reared  any. 
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G  ARGANEY  A.  querquedula  *  HWYADEN  ADD  FAIN 

A  total  of  20  altogether,  in  Gwent  (4),  Glamorgan  (4),  Carmarthen  (5),  Pembroke  (4), 
Ceredigion  (2)  and  Brecon  (1).  Nearly  all  were  seen  on  spring  passage  from  Apr.  4th 
(Pembroke  &  Brecon)  to  May  28th;  the  latest  autumn  record  was  Oct.  31st  (Gwent,  shot). 
Monthly  totals  were: 

Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct. 

8  8  0  1  0  2  1 

SHOVELER  A.  clypeata  HWYADEN  LYDANBIG 

1990:  A  pair  bred  at  Llyn  Alaw  Anglesey. 

1991:  Revised  monthly  max.  for  Penclacwydd  Carmarthen  were  Jan.  (40),  Feb.  (105), 
Mar.  (100). 

1992:  The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Burry  (S) 

140 

140 

20 

30 

130 

205 

130 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

70 

80 

134 

23 

0 

0 

182 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas 

70 

29 

2 

2 

27 

52 

59 

Smaller  wintering  groups  were  also  noted  elsewhere  in  Glamorgan,  Pembroke, 
Ceredigion,  Meirionnydd  and  Anglesey. 

In  Pembroke  3  pairs  hatched  young  on  Skokholm  but  none  was  reared,  and  2  breeding 
pairs  on  Skomer  only  reared  one  young;  breeding  was  also  suspected  at  Marloes  Mere. 
Elsewhere  a  pair  may  have  attempted  breeding  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  and  3  males  were 
present  in  the  Glaslyn  marshes  Meirionnydd  on  June  20th. 

RED-CRESTED  POCHARD  Netta  rufina  *  HWYADEN  GRIBGOCH 

In  Glamorgan  3  at  Kenfig  Pool  from  Feb.  29th-Mar.  1st  and  one  at  Roath  Park  Lake  until 
Aug.  17th.  One  at  Greenfield  Valley  Clwyd  during  Jan.  22nd-30th  was  probably  an  escape. 

POCHARD  Ay  thy  a  ferina  HWYADEN  BENGOCH 

1990:  Anglesey:  pairs  noted  in  the  breeding  season  at  Llyn  Traffwll  and  Llyn  Llywenan;  59 
at  Llyn  Mymbyr  Caernarfon  on  Jan.  4th. 

1991:  Anglesey:  pairs  bred  at  Llyn  Penrhyn  (2),  Llyn  Llywenan  and  Llyn  Traffwll.  There 
was  a  max.  of  87  at  Llyn  Penrhyn  on  Dec.  26th. 

1992:  The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Roath  Park  Lake 

73 

97 

97 

39 

40 

42 

Llanishen/Lisvane  Res. 

112 

45 

20 

27 

40 

7 

Cosmeston  Lake 

101 

94 

0 

22 

35 

66 

Rhymney  Est. 

250 

140 

160 

70 

300 

660 

Kenfig  Pool 

167 

32 

16 

74 

38 

30 

Carmarthen  Penclacwydd 

92 

155 

Brecon  Llangorse  Lake 

107 

166 

108 

77 

94 

160 

Meirionnydd  Llyn  Myngil  51 

Anglesey  Llyn  Alaw  236 

Flint  Shotwick  Lake  169 


There  was  a  fairly  wide  scatter  of  smaller  flocks  elsewhere  but,  although  incomplete,  the 
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table  shows  again  the  strong  SE  bias  in  the  distribution  of  the  main  wintering  sites  for  this 
species  in  Wales. 

Pairs  bred  at  Roath  Park  Lake  Glamorgan  (rearing  one  young),  Pontarsais 
Carmarthen  and  Llyn  Taffwll  Anglesey  and  birds  summered  at  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan. 
Witchett  Pool  Carmarthen  and  Talybont  Res.  Brecon. 

FERRUGINOUS  DUCK  A.  nyroca *  HWYADEN  LYGADWEN 

A  male  at  Treleddyd  Fawr  Pond  Pembroke  from  Dec.  lst-6th  was  probably  the  same  bird 
as  at  Skokholm  on  Nov.  15th. 

TUFTED  DUCK  A.  fuligula  HWYADEN  GOPOG 

Although  small  groups  and  flocks  of  less  than  50  birds  were  widely  scattered  on  waters 
throughout  Wales,  the  main  winter  concentrations  recorded  were  in  Glamorgan  and 
Anglesey,  with  monthly  max.  as  follows: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan 

Llanishen/Lisvane  Res. 

527 

202 

39 

161 

103 

143 

140 

33 

Rhymney  Est. 

80 

300 

2 

25 

200 

200 

Kenfig  Pool 

87 

60 

63 

67 

118 

157 

74 

62 

Anglesey  Llyn  Cefni 

186 

149 

123 

Llyn  Alaw 

121 

Llyn  Maelog  83 

Pairs  were  proved  to  breed  in  2  sites  in  Cardiff  Glamorgan,  each  rearing  8  young  (one  pair 
was  pinioned),  a  wild  male  hatched  5  young  with  a  captive  female  at  Maryborough 
Pembroke,  in  Anglesey  there  were  c.  36  nests  at  Llyn  Alaw  and  breeding  was  proved  at 
Llyn  Traffwll  and,  in  Flint,  1 1  broods  totalling  75  young  were  counted  on  the  Deeside 
Industrial  Park  Pools  on  July  28th.  Summering  birds  were  also  noted  at  Kenfig  Pool 
Glamorgan,  Ynyshir  Ceredigion,  at  3  sites  in  Brecon  and  at  Llyn  Du  Meifod 
Montgomery  (6  pairs).  Two  pairs  reared  9  young  at  Hoop  Gwent. 

SCAUP  A.  mar i la  *  HWYADEN  BENDD  U 

1990:  Anglesey:  52  in  Red  Wharf  Bay  on  Nov.  18th. 

1992:  The  monthly  max.  in  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

Glamorgan  Rhymney  Est. 

17 

18 

2 

2 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas. 

19 

12 

3 

2  6 

Denbigh  Towyn 

Flint  Gronant-Prestatyn 

46 

50 

In  addition  coordinated  counts  in  Cardigan  Bay  (see  Red-throated  Diver  for  details) 
recorded  totals  of  Jan.  (19),  Feb.  (5)  and  Dec.  (9).  Inland  singles  at  Llyn  Trawsfynydd 
Meirionnydd  from  Nov.  15th  to  end  year  and  Heathfield  GP  Pembroke  on  Jan.  2nd:  4 
others  in  Pembroke  in  January,  February,  October  and  December. 

Several  summer  records  were:  Glamorgan:  1-2  summering  in  the  Rhymney  Estuary 
and  a  male  at  Kenfig  Pool  during  May  23rd-28th;  Ceredigion:  singles  at  Ynyshir  in  May, 
Llyn  Egnant  on  June  3rd  and  Ynyslas  in  July;  Anglesey:  a  male  at  Malltraeth  and  Llyn 
Coron  on  Aug.  16th  and  17th. 
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EIDER  Somateria  mollisima*  HWYADEN FWYTHBLU 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  2  main  sites,  the  Burry  Inlet  Glamorgan  and  Dysynni 
Meirionnydd,  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

Burry  Inlet  95  45  10  10  15  35  15  15  20  20  25 

Dysynni  14  11  9  10  8  19  2  20  16  17 

Elsewhere  5  single  birds  noted  around  the  Pembroke  coast  between  Jan.  11th  and  Oct.  6th, 
singles  at  Ynyslas  Ceredigion  on  Jan.  11th  and  Nov.  20th,  3  off  Sker  Point  Glamorgan  on 
July  26th,  2  at  Blackpill  Glamorgan  on  Aug.  14th  and  6  E  at  Point  of  Ayr  Flint  on  Oct.  4th. 

LONG-TAILED  DUCK  Clangula  hyemalis *  HWYADEN  GYNEFON  HIR 

1990:  A  male  at  Llyn  Traffwll  Anglesey  all  the  year.  Monthly  totals  for  Anglesey  and 
Caernarfon  in  1990  and  1991  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

1990  3  1  14  1  1  1  1  1  1  2  2  5 

1991  7  3  2  11  6  6  12  24 

1992:  As  usual  single  birds  or  small  groups  widely  scattered  around  the  coast,  with  records 
from  every  coastal  county  sending  reports.  The  main  concentration  was  in  the 
Dwyryd/Glaslyn  Estuary  Meirionnydd,  31  in  January,  33  in  February  and  17  in  May. 
Elsewhere  no  more  than  6  seen  together.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

46  37  8  5  17  2  2  1 

COMMON  SCOTER  Melanitta  nigra  MOR-HWYADEN  DDU 

1990:  A  max.  of  922  in  Red  Wharf  Bay  Anglesey  on  Dec.  18th. 

1991:  2000  off  Penmaenmawr  Caernarfon  from  October  to  December  and  300  in  Red 
Wharf  Bay  Anglesey  in  November  and  December. 

1992:  As  is  usual  the  largest  winter  concentrations  were  found  in  Carmarthen  and  Cardigan 
Bays.  Monthly  max.  off  Cefn  Sidan  and  Pendine  Carmarthen  Bay  were: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July  Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Cefn  Sidan 

Pendine 

1500 

7000 

3000 

3000+ 

1600 

3000 

3000 

nc  11000 

10000 

2000 

2000 

2500 

8000 

6000+ 

The  degree  of  overlap  between  these  sites  is  unclear  but  2  coordinated  counts  in  November 
showed  a  total  of  9-10,000  present  in  the  whole  area.  Coordinated  counts  in  Cardigan  Bay 
(see  Red-throated  Diver  for  details)  recorded  totals  of  Jan.  (4075),  Feb.  (2968),  Oct.  (2060) 
and  Dec.  (4172).  There  were  also  c.  1000  off  Llandulas  Denbigh  on  Jan.  26th. 

Elsewhere  Hocks  were  much  smaller.  Numbers  off  Amroth  Pembroke  were  very  low 
but  these  birds  may  properly  be  part  of  the  Carmarthen  Bay  flock.  There  were  also  c.  100  at 
Newgale  each  end  of  the  year.  Off  Ceredigion  max.  counts  were  150-200  off 
Aberporth/Llangrannog  on  Jan.  11th  and  350  off  Borth/Ynyslas  on  Dec.  8th,  the  latter 
perhaps  included  in  the  Cardigan  Bay  counts. 

Inland  there  were  2  males  at  Llanishen  Res.  Glamorgan  on  Sept.  17th  and  5  birds  at 
Llyn  Hir  Montgomery  on  Oct.  8th.  Autumn  passage  off  Strumble  Head  Pembroke 
involved  a  total  of  2798  on  53  dates  from  June  6th  to  Nov.  15th,  with  196  on  Sept.  1 1th  as 
the  largest  movement. 
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The  male  of  the  American  race  americana  (see  1991  Report)  was  present  at  Newgale 
Pembroke  until  Feb.  8th. 

SURF  SCOTER  M.  perspicillata  *  HWYADEN  YR  EWYN 

1991:  There  were  2  birds  off  Rhossili  Glamorgan  on  Mar.  3rd,  not  one  as  reported. 

VELVET  SCOTER  M.  fusca  *  MOR-HWYADEN  Y  GOGLEDD 

1991:  There  were  exceptional  numbers  off  Anglesey  and  Caernarfon  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
mainly  involving  a  flock  of  70  off  Penmaenmawr  Caernarfon  in  December. 

1992:  Very  few  were  apparently  recorded,  although  birds  were  widely  scattered  around  the 
coast.  Up  to  3  off  Newgale  Pembroke  from  Jan.  4th-Feb.  1st  and  9  in  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn 
Estuary  Meirionnydd  during  February  were  the  largest  counts.  Approximate  monthly  totals 
were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

6-7  17-18  3-4  3  1  1-2  1-2  2-3 

GOLDENEYE  Bucephala  clangula  HWYADEN LYGAD-AUR 

1990:  Caernarfon:  20  off  Great  Orme  on  Jan.  9th.  There  was  a  scatter  of  summer  records 
for  both  Anglesey  and  Caernarfon  in  1990  and  in  1991. 

1992:  The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Ogmore  Est. 

32 

45 

37 

9 

39 

Kenfig  Pool 

3 

33 

17 

7 

4 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

51 

41 

21 

10 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

25 

30 

20 

1 

8 

10 

Brecon  Talybont  Res. 

7 

15 

23 

2 

11 

9 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas. 

39 

29 

18 

7 

27 

27 

Mawddach 

10 

12 

2 

14 

Llyn  Trawsfynydd  15 

6 

3 

3 

1 

10 

Llyn  Myngil 

15 

Anglesey  Llyn  Alaw 

4 

12 

Llyn  Cefm 

1 

13 

8 

Llyn  Maelog 

12 

In  addition  coordinated  counts  in  Cardigan  Bay  (see  Red-throated  Diver  for  details) 
recorded  totals  of  Jan.  (13),  Feb.  (9)  and  Dec.  (43). 

There  was  a  pair  at  Blackpill  Glamorgan  on  May  19th,  2  birds  at  Nantymoch  Res. 
Ceredigion  on  June  2nd  and  an  early  returning  bird  in  the  Glaslyn  marshes  Meirionnydd 
on  Aug.  12th. 

SMEW  Mergus  albellus*  LLEIAN  WEN 

In  Glamorgan  a  first  winter  male  was  seen  in  several  localities  between  Ogmore  Estuary 
and  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  from  Jan.  16th-Mar.  26th,  one  at  the  Ogmore  Estuary  from  Nov. 
lOth-Dec.  5th,  an  adult  male  there  on  Dec.  20th,  with  another  or  the  same  at  Eglwys  Nunydd 
Res.  during  December;  one  at  Caerphilly  on  29th.  In  Pembroke  a  female  at  Llys  y  Fran 
Res.  from  Mar.  15th-29th. 

RED-BREASTED  MERGANSER  M.  serrator  HWYADEN  FRONGOCH 

1990  &  1991:  Breeding  was  noted  at  Cemlyn  and  the  Inland  Sea  Anglesey  and  Porthmadog, 
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R.  Conwy,  Aber  Ogwen,  Trefriew  and  Tal-y-Caf  Caernarfon.  There  was  a  max.  of  136  at 
Aber  Ogwen  on  June  30ih  1991. 

1992:  Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Burry  (S) 

10 

15 

5 

25 

5 

10 

15 

3 

Carmarthen  T/T/G 

37 

5 

9 

20 

1 

12 

19 

5 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

9 

5 

23 

15 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

17 

60 

31 

65 

61 

49 

47 

28 

45 

53 

16 

17 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas 

28 

23 

18 

45 

69 

16 

93 

Mawddach 

17 

34 

6 

4 

10 

4 

6 

22 

13 

Dysynni 

8 

17 

14 

12 

8 

16 

12 

6 

In  addition  coordinated  counts  in  Cardigan  Bay  (see  Red-throated  Diver  for  details) 
recorded  totals  of  Jan.  (45),  Feb.  (56),  Oct.  (64),  and  Dec.  (121). 

Breeding  was  noted  on  the  Dyfi  Estuary  and  lower  reaches  of  Rs.  Rheidol  and  Ystwyth 
in  Ceredigion  and  numbers  showed  little  change  in  Meirionnydd.  A  pair  was  also  present 
on  R.  Dyfi  in  Montgomery  and,  in  Brecon,  3  males  and  2  females  were  seen  on  R.  Wye  at 
Llanwrthwl  on  May  8th,  with  a  male  on  June  7th,  and  there  were  up  to  5  birds  at  Talybont 
Res.  in  April;  there  was  no  evidence  of  breeding. 

GOOSANDER  M.  merganser  HWYADEN  DDANHEDDOG 

Rather  few  winter  counts  received  but  max.  counts  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as 
available;  they  are  very  incomplete: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Brecon  Glasbury 

12 

16 

20 

18 

18 

15 

Talybont  Res. 

20 

30 

31 

30 

30 

Montgomery  Dolydd  Hafren 

45 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas. 

2 

2 

2 

4 

10 

Mawddach 

1 

3 

11 

2 

Llyn  Myngil 

12 

6 

3 

Clwyd  Hanmer  Mere 

23 

Smaller  groups  were  quite 

widespread  on  inland  waters. 

Breeding  populations  were  noted  as  increasing  in  Glamorgan  (W)  on  Rs.  Neath,  Tawe 
and  Afan,  and  in  Meirionnydd.  There  were  6  broods  on  R.  Tywi  between  Llandovery  and 
Llandeilo  Carmarthen  and  the  species  was  noted  as  breeding  on  all  rivers  in  Ceredigion 
except  the  Teifi  below  Newcastle  Emlyn.  In  Montgomery  breeding  was  noted  on  Rs. 
Vyrnwy,  Severn  and  Rhiw. 

RUDDY  DUCK  Oxyura  jamaicensis*  HWYADEN  GOCH 

1990:  Breeding  was  noted  at  2  sites  on  Anglesey  and  there  was  a  max.  count  of  144  at  Llyn 
Traffwll  on  Sept.  3rd. 

1992:  Winter  counts  on  Anglesey  recorded  85  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  Jan.  10th.  31  on  Nov.  16th 
and  4t>  on  Dec.  22nd,  at  Llyn  Traffwll  29  on  Sept.  10th,  81  on  Oct.  20th  and  61  on  Nov. 
15th. 

Breeding  season  records  came  from  Glamorgan  (S  &  M),  with  a  pair  summering  at 
one  site,  Ceredigion,  with  a  male  at  Cardigan  on  June  20th,  Radnor,  with  birds  present  at 
Llyn  Heilyn,  Montgomery,  where  3  pairs  bred  at  Gyngrog  and  single  pairs  present  at 
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Lymore  and  Llyn  Du  Meifod,  Anglesey,  where  breeding  is  now  widespread,  and  Flint,  with 
up  to  5  at  Llyn  Helyg. 

HONEY  BUZZARD  Pernis  apivorus*  BOD  Y  MEL 

1990:  One  at  Cilibion  Glamorgan  on  Sept.  3rd. 

1992:  Breeding  was  proved  by  at  least  one  pair,  the  first  definite  breeding  record  for  Wales. 
It  has  been  followed  by  further  records  in  1993  and  an  article  describing  these  events  will 
appear  in  the  1993  Report.  Otherwise  2  records  on  the  Clwyd  coast,  on  May  31st  and  June 
28th,  and  one  over  Ebbw  forest  Gwent  on  May  23rd. 

RED  KITE  Milvus  milvus*  BARCUD 

1991:  Caernarfon:  6  records  of  single  birds  in  Jan.  (1),  June  (1),  Aug.  (2)  and  Oct.  (2). 
1992:  The  April  survey  located  at  least  290  individuals,  including  99  territorial  pairs. 
Breeding  was  proved  by  83  pairs,  7  more  than  in  1991;  60  successful  pairs  reared  a  total  of 
96  young,  23  more  than  the  previous  record  in  1990  and  34  more  than  in  1991.  After  a  slow 
start  and  a  protracted  laying  season,  consistently  fine  weather  in  May  and  June  contributed 
to  the  most  successful  season  since  the  species  became  rare,  before  1880.  For  the  first  time 
since  1977  there  were  no  known  egg  robberies  but  3  birds  were  poisoned  with  Fenthion 
during  the  spring,  and  there  were  4  further  poison  fatalities  in  the  autumn.  Summary  by 
Peter  Davis.  See  also  Ringing  Report  page  57. 

There  was  a  roost  of  14  at  Trecastle  Brecon  in  the  early  months  and  the  roost  at  the 
Tregaron  Ceredigion  feeding  station  reached  c.  60  birds  in  late  autumn,  and  over  30 
individuals  also  occurred  at  Llanybydder  Carmarthen  at  the  same  time.  Outside  the  main 
breeding  range  there  were  singles,  in  Pembroke  on  Apr.  8th  and  Sept  21st  and  one  S  at 
Llyn  Alaw  Anglesey  on  Apr.  8th. 

MARSH  HARRIER  Circus  aeruginosus *  BOD  Y  GWERNI 

1990:  Totals  in  Anglesey  and  Caernarfon  of  Apr.  (1),  Oct.  (2),  Nov.  (2),  Dec.  (1). 

1991:  A  male  resident  on  Anglesey  from  February  to  end  year  and  3  other  birds  in  Anglesey 
(2)  and  Caernarfon  (1)  in  May. 

1992:  A  total  of  9-10  were  recorded  in  Gwent  (1),  Glamorgan  (1),  Carmarthen  (2), 
Pembroke  (3)  and  Ceredigion  2-3.  Seven  in  spring  fell  between  Apr.  10th  and  June  1 1th 
and  the  autumn  records  were  for  Sept.  1 1th  and  Oct.  18th.  Monthly  totals  were 


Apr.  May  June  Sept.  Oct. 


2  4-5  1 

1 

1 

HEN  HARRIER  C.  cyaneus 

BOD  TINWEN 

Eggs  were  laid  by  21  females  and  a  further  7  territorial  pairs  were  present  in  early  May. 
Fourteen  nests  successfully  produced  a  min.  of  55  young,  51  of  which  were  wing-tagged. 
All  nests  were  in  heather  except  one  in  bog  myrtle  ( Myrica ).  As  1992  was  a  poor  vole  year, 
most  prey  identified  were  small  passerines.  Two  tagged  females  recorded  nesting  in  1991 
returned  to  breed  successfully  in  1992.  Summary  by  Iolo  Williams. 

Wintering/passage  reports  came  from  all  counties  sending  records,  the  records 
suggesting  some  20-30  birds  wintering  at  each  end  of  the  year;  40%  of  those  for  which 
age/sex  was  recorded  were  adult  males.  Small  winter  groups  or  roosts  were  noted  at 
Crymlyn  Bog  Glamorgan,  Cors  Fochno  and  Cors  Caron  Ceredigion  and  Dowrog 
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Pemroke,  the  largest  being  up  to  8  at  the  last  named. 

An  immature  male  at  Gweunydd  Cochion,  Tumble  Carmarthen  on  Oct.  12th  had  been 
wing-tagged  as  a  nestling  near  Pitlochry  Perthshire  (550  Km  NE)  in  1992. 

MONTAGU’S  HARRIER  C.  pygargus*  BOD  MONTAGU 

In  Ceredigion  single  females  at  Cors  Caron  on  May  27th  and  Ynyshir  on  June  8th  (?same) 
and  a  male  at  Cors  Caron  on  June  5th. 

GOSHAWK  Accipter  gentilis  GWALCH  MARTH 

A  min.  of  80  active  nests  located  in  Wales,  most  being  in  mature  Larch  and  Douglas  Fir. 
The  total  Welsh  breeding  population  is  now  probably  c.  150  pairs,  with  high  breeding 
densities  in  some  parts  of  the  south.  At  least  3  nests  were  robbed.  Grey  Squirrels 
( Neosciurus )  were  found  to  be  a  major  prey  item.  Summary  by  Iolo  Williams.  Breeding 
success  was  measured  in  a  total  of  26  nests  in  2  areas;  mean  c/s  in  20  nests  was  3.53,  16 
nests  were  successful,  with  a  mean  fledged  b/s  of  2.56.  WRSG  Newsletter  No.  2. 

SPARROWHAWK  A.  nisus  GWALCH  GLAS 

Several  observers  have  recorded  a  decline  in  populations  where  Goshawk  densities  are  high. 

BUZZARD  Buteo  buteo  BWNCATH 

Some  information  on  breeding  success  in  Gwent  and  Clwyd  showed  an  average  hatched  b/s 
of  2.1  young  in  10  Gwent  nests,  14  young  fledging  from  6,  and  in  Clwyd,  a  mean  c/s  of  2.6 
in  5  nests,  a  mean  hatched  b/s  of  1.14  young  in  7  nests  and  8  young  fledging  from  4.  It 
appeared  to  be  a  poor  breeding  season  in  Brecon  and  Meirionnydd.  In  Anglesey,  where  the 
species  is  scarce,  1-4  seen  in  several  sites  in  the  south,  mainly  in  January  and  August- 
November  but  also  in  May.  Bred  in  mid-Anglesey  in  1990.  The  occurrences  in  the  south 
have  been  a  regular  pattern  during  the  past  4  years. 

OSPREY  Pandion  haliaetus*  GWALCH  Y PISGOD 

1990  &  1991:  In  Anglesey  and  Caernarfon  a  total  of  7  seen  in  Apr.  (2),  May  (4)  and  June 

(1). 

1992:  A  total  of  25  seen  in  Gwent  (3),  Glamorgan  (6),  Carmarthen  (1),  Pembroke  (5), 
Ceredigion  (4),  Meirionnydd  (1)  and  Clwyd  (5).  Ten  spring  records  fell  between  Apr.  16th 
and  May  31st  and  13  summer  and  autumn  records  between  June  23rd  and  Sept.  29th. 
Monthly  totals  were; 


Apr.  May  June 

July  Aug. 

Sept. 

3  8  4 

3’  5 

4 

KESTREL  Faleo  tinnunculus 

CUDYLL  COCH 

In  Brecon  in  250  Km2  centred  on  Llanwrtyd  Wells,  15  out  of  20  known  sites  were  occupied 
but  only  4  pairs  certainly  bred  successfully,  rearing  10+  young;  3  pairs  failed,  one  male 
certainly  and  one  probably  being  predated  by  Goshawks.  The  outcome  in  3  sites  holding 
pairs  was  unknown.  Elsewhere  a  total  of  25  nests  was  examined  in  Gwent,  central  Wales 
and  Clwyd,  which  produced  69  young,  averaging  2.76  young  per  pair  or  4.06  per  successful 
pair.  Kestrels  appear  to  be  declining  in  many  parts  of  Wales  (although  some  increase  is 
suspected  in  Meirionnydd),  perhaps  partly  due  to  declining  areas  of  good  vole  habitat  and 
partly  due  to  Goshawk  predation.  WRSG  Newsletter  No.  2. 
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RED-FOOTED  FALCON  F.  vespertinus*  CUDYLL  TROEDGOCH 

Singles  at  Rhandirmwyn  Carmarthen  on  May  29th  and  Bosherston  Pools  Pembroke  on 
June  2nd. 

MERLIN  F.  columbarius  CUDYLL  BACH 

In  3  main  breeding  areas,  the  Brecon  Beacons,  Cambrian  Mountains  ESA  and  the  Berwyns, 
50  known  nesting  areas  were  checked  and  32  were  occupied,  an  expected  level  of 
occupation.  Altogether  10  nests  were  checked  for  c/s,  with  a  mean  of  4.7  eggs,  and  14  for 
b/s,  mean  3.7  young,  again  expected  levels.  WRSG  Newsletter  No.  2. 

Wintering  or  passage  birds  were  recorded  at  the  coast  until  May  14th  and  from  Aug. 
2nd.  Numbers  are  very  difficult  to  estimate  but  records  from  Glamorgan,  Pembroke, 
Meirionnydd,  Anglesey  and  Clwyd  suggested  a  total  of  some  40-50  birds  altogether  for 
both  ends  of  the  year,  mainly  at  coastal  districts. 

HOBBY  F.  subbuteo*  HEBOG  YR  EHEDYDD 

1990  &  1991:  A  total  of  6  in  Anglesey  and  Caernarfon  in  May  (1),  June  (2),  July  (1),  Aug. 
(1)  and  Sept.  (1). 

1992:  There  were  5  breeding  pairs  in  Gwent  (see  Note  on  page  84)  and  single  pairs  bred  in 
Radnor  and  Clwyd.  Breeding  was  probable  in  Brecon  and  Montgomery.  A  first  summer 
bird  also  summered  in  Pembroke. 

Passage  was  noted  from  May  1st  to  June  7th  and  June  20th  to  Nov.  2nd,  when  one  was 
seen  at  St.  Davids  Pembroke,  with  totals  of  21  in  spring  and  27  in  autumn,  in  Gwent  (10), 
Glamorgan  (7),  Carmarthen  (1),  Pembroke  (11),  Ceredigion  (2),  Brecon  (11),  Radnor 
(1),  Montgomery  (3),  Meirionnydd  (1)  and  Clwyd  (1).  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 


May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov. 


17  9 

8 

4 

9 

1 

1 

PEREGRINE  F.  peregrinus 

HEBOG  TRAMOR 

New  eyries  located  since  the  1991  survey  suggest  that  the  Welsh  population  is  now'  c.  300 
pairs.  However  with  this  increase  has  come  an  increase  of  persecution,  and,  in  1992,  a  min. 
of  50  nests  (17%  of  the  estimated  population)  were  known  or  suspected  to  have  failed  to 
persecution.  Some  wrere  robbed  but  most  were  destroyed,  probably  by  pigeon-racing 
interests.  The  worst  areas  were  the  south  Wales  valleys,  the  Conwy  valley  and  Anglesey, 
where  a  min.  of  7  nests  destroyed  included  one  on  the  RSPB  South  Stack  NR,  with  the 
female  shot  on  the  nest.  Altogether  104  nests  were  checked  throughout  Wales;  mean  c/s  in 
27  was  3.22  eggs,  mean  hatched  b/s  in  49  was  2.12  young  and  mean  fledged  b/s  wras  2.37  in 
33. 

RED  GROUSE  Lagopus  lagopus  GRUGIAR 

No  information  from  the  main  breeding  areas  in  north  Wales.  Elsew'here  3  N  of  Merthyr 
Tydfil  Mid  Glamorgan  on  Dec.  31st  were  the  first  in  the  county  since  1983,  in 
Carmarthen  a  total  of  c.  9  birds  w;as  seen  in  3  sites  and  a  pair  reared  4  young  on  Mynydd 
Llangorse  Brecon.  Although  incomplete  these  records  give  some  idea  of  how  scarce  this 
bird  now  is  in  much  of  upland  Wales. 

BLACK  GROUSE*  Tetrao  tetrix  GRUGIAR  DDU 

A  survey  of  displaying  males  in  April  and  May  found  a  total  of  210  on  113  leks,  a  decline  of 
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9.5%  in  males  since  1986  (see  Brit.  Birds  81,  2-9),  although  the  number  of  leks  has 
increased;  70  leks  involved  single  males  and  the  largest  12.  Although  55%  of  leks  were  on 
open  moorland,  all  were  associated  with  coniferous  woodland.  Clwyd  was  by  far  the  most 
important  county,  with  102  males  in  39  leks.  The  strongholds  are  north  Berwyn,  Ruabon 
Moor  and  the  uplands  either  side  of  the  Bala  fault  but  even  here  numbers  have  fallen. 

QUAIL  Coturnix  coturnix *  SOFLIAR 

1990  &  1991:  A  total  of  4  noted  in  Anglesey  and  Caernarfon  in  May  (1),  June  (1)  and  July 
(2).  In  Carmarthen  in  1991  4  or  5  through  the  Tremocket/Pendine  area  in  late  August/early 
September. 

1992:  There  were  early  migrants  on  the  Cardiff  shore  Glamorgan  on  Apr.  12th  and  Llyn 
Helyg  Flint  on  13th.  Two  or  three  territorial  males  were  present  in  summer  at  Whitehill  and 
Freshwater  East  Pembroke.  Otherwise  there  was  a  wide  scatter  of  records  for  the  period 
May  15th  to  about  July  7th  in  Glamorgan  (1  or  2),  Carmarthen  (1),  Pembroke  (3), 
Ceredigion  (3),  Brecon  (5),  Montgomery  (3)  and  Flint  (1).  Habitats  noted  were  barley  (2), 
molinia  (4)  and  marsh  (1).  Monthly  totals  were:  May  (6),  June  (9-10)  and  July  (2). 

WATER  RAIL  Rallus  aquaticus  RHEGEN  Y  D$/R 

Breeding  season  reports  came  from  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan,  2  sites  at  Ffairfach,  Witchett 
Pool  and  Machynys  Pond  Carmarthen,  the  Teifi  and  Dyfi  marshes  Ceredigion  and 
Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  (2  occupied  breeding  territories).  Other  potential  breeding  sites 
were  not  reported  on  but  none  was  found  in  the  breeding  season  in  Meirionnydd.  In 
December  there  were  max.  of  10  at  Kenfig  Pool  and  14  at  Llangorse  Lake. 
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SPOTTED  CRAKE  Porzana  porzanci*  RHEGEN  FRAITH 

One  was  calling  at  Ffairfach  Carmarthen  on  June  7th  and  1 1th.  A  juvenile  trapped  at 
Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on  Aug.  23rd. 

CORNCRAKE  Ci  * ex  crex*  RHEGEN  YR  YD 

1991:  Two  at  Efailnewydd  Caernarfon  on  May  8th  and  2  at  Llangefni  Anglesey  on  June 
1st. 

1992:  Single  pairs  bred  at  2  sites  and  2  or  3  calling  birds  may  have  been  present  at  a  third. 
Birds  were  also  calling  in  3  localities  around  St.  David’s  Pembroke  for  about  a  week  from 
May  25th. 


COOT  Fulica  atra 

CWTIAR 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites 

are  tabulated  as  available: 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Kenfig  Pool 

272 

260 

120 

122 

172 

220 

200 

Pembroke  Bicton  Res. 

122 

Brecon  Llangorse  Lake 

320 

200 

86 

80 

136 

101 

175 

Meirionnydd  Dysynni 

70 

49 

6 

18 

Llyn  Myngil 

260 

Anglesey  Llyn  Alaw 

Flint  Llyn  Helyg 

117 

130 

965 

114 

100 

Shotwick  Lake 

100 

In  Brecon  c.  30  pairs  bred  at  Llangorse  Lake,  a  decrease  of  c.  75%  since  1979;  21  nests 
were  found  on  May  20th  with  a  total  of  120  eggs  but  only  10  nests  hatched  and  only  19 
juveniles  could  be  found  on  July  7th.  By  contrast  1 1  broods  elsewhere  in  the  county  totalled 
29  juveniles  and  6  at  Llyn  Helyg  Flint  on  May  31st  had  19. 

OYSTERCATCHER  Haematopus  ostralegus  PIODEN  Y  MOR 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available;  see  also  the  notes  on  page  5. 
Sizeable  flocks  of  this  species  occur  in  all  Welsh  estuarine  areas  but  the  sites  listed  hold 


over  80%  of  the  winter  population. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  B  ’  pill 

2980 

2500 

950 

418 

383 

65 

520 

2300 

1980 

1895 

2210 

2500 

Burry  (S) 

8960 

10385  6520 

2960 

3120 

1500 

4310 

11175 

10295  9230 

12855 

13800 

Carmarthen  T/T/G 

2310 

1660 

2779 

965 

140 

592 

1833 

1817 

11135  3236 

4400 

2842 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas 

763 

1069 

165 

689 

930 

958 

1151 

Flint  PoA 

6400 

10000  6000 

2500 

2500 

2000 

3320 

8000 

7500 

4700 

5000 

5300 

CQ/O’holt 

3000 

3500 

2000 

550 

13 

34 

2500 

5000 

5000 

5000 

200 

320 

Caernarfon  Lavan  Sand 

1515 

2000 

1500 

The  September  count 

in  T/T/G  was  exceptional  and  may  have  included  birds 

temporarily 

displaced  from  elsewhere. 

Breeding  counts  were  received  as  follows:  Glamorgan:  8  pairs  bred  on  Flatholm; 
Pembroke:  mainland  sites  not  counted  but  43  pairs  bred  on  Skokholm,  93  on  Skomer  and 
25  on  Ramsey;  Anglesey:  4  nests  at  Llyn  Alaw  but  no  reports  from  other  breeding  areas; 
Flint:  a  pair  bred  at  Point  of  Ayr  and  one  did  so  on  a  flat  factory  roof  at  Saltney,  small 
chicks  being  seen  on  June  6th.  No  census  of  river  breeding  pairs  done  but  a  pair  summered 
at  Dolydd  Hafren  on  R.  Severn  Montgomery. 
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AVOCET  Avosetta  recurvirostra*  CAMBIG 

Single  birds  at  Penclacwydd  Carmarthen  from  Jan.  22nd-28th,  Dysynni  Estuary 
Meirionnydd  from  May  29th-31st  and  Angle  Bay  Pembroke  on  Nov.  15th. 

LITTLE  RINGED  PLOVER  Charadrius  dubius  CWTIAD  TORCHOG  BACH 

Breeding  records  as  follows:  Gwent:  4  pairs  nested;  Glamorgan  (S  &  M):  a  pair  present  in 
a  suitable  site  in  Cardiff  in  April  and  May  but  breeding  remains  unproven;  Carmarthen:  a 
total  of  39-40  breeding  pairs  on  the  Rs.  Tywi  (34-35),  Bran  (2)  and  Cothi  (3),  and  at  least  29 
chicks  seen;  Brecon:  a  pair  reared  at  least  one  young  on  R.  Usk  at  Scethrog; 
Brecon/Radnor:  3  pairs,  probably  all  successful,  on  R.  Wye  at  Glasbury;  Montgomery:  2 
pairs  reared  3  young  on  R.  Severn  at  Dolydd  Hafren;  Flint:  present  all  season  at  Inner 
Marsh  Farm  but  breeding  unproven. 

Birds  were  recorded  from  Mar.  26th  to  Sept.  1st  and  approximate  monthly  totals  of 
passage  birds  were: 


Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept. 


1  0  4 

7 

5 

4 

1 

RINGED  PLOVER  C.  hiaticula 

CWTIAD  TORCHOG 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  are  listed  as  available;  see  also  the  notes  on  page  5. 
Small  flocks  of  this  species  occur  in  at  least  80%  of  Welsh  estuaries  in  winter  but  the  sites 
tabulated  hold  c.  70%  of  the  population. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan 

Rhymney  Est. 

28 

55 

2 

30 

136 

130 

20 

260 

365 

30 

34 

28 

Blackpill 

206 

184 

60 

51 

31 

17 

238 

246 

248 

206 

205 

Burry  (S) 

40 

112 

326 

207 

16 

99 

176 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

70 

44 

11 

8 

9 

14 

12 

200 

83 

21 

13 

9 

T/T/G 

82 

131 

4 

42 

0 

22 

18 

252 

94 

126 

0 

44 

Flint  PoA 

8 

8 

12 

18 

105 

50 

13 

400 

500 

50 

10 

50 

There  were  also  passage  max.  in  the  Dyfi  Estuary  Ceredigion  of  140  on  May  18th  and  136 
on  Aug.  29th  when  there  were  also  100  at  Connah’s  Quay  Flint. 

The  only  breeding  reports  received  were  of  4  pairs  breeding  at  Sker  Point  and  one  at 
the  Rhymney  Estuary  Glamorgan  and,  in  Pembroke,  where  breeding  seems  irregular,  2 
successful  pairs  at  Linney  Head  and  2  similarly  at  Herbrandston. 

DOTTEREL  C.  Morinellus  *  HUT  AN  Y  MYNYDD 

1990:  Three  at  South  Stack  Anglesey  on  May  10th.  In  Caernarfon  a  total  of  22-30  between 
Apr.  29th  and  May  12th  and  2  at  Mynydd  Rhiw  on  Aug.  29th. 

1991:  In  Caernarfon  one  at  Bardsey  on  May  9th  and  10  on  the  Carneddau  on  18th  and 
30th. 

1992:  A  total  of  24-30  recorded  on  spring  passage  between  Apr.  9th  and  May  23rd  as 
follows;  Glamorgan:  3  on  Mynydd  Eglwysilan  on  May  4th  and  5th  and  8  there  on  9th; 
Carmarthen:  5  on  Tair  Carn  Uchaf  on  Apr.  9th  and  3  on  14th  and  2  on  Tair  Carn  Isaf  on 
26th,  with  3  on  May  3rd;  Pembroke:  one  at  Skomer  on  Apr.  28th;  Ceredigion:  4  near  Llyn 
Gynon  on  Apr.  29th;  Brecon:  one  at  Waun  Fach  (Black  Mountains)  on  May  23rd. 
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CWTIADAUR 


GOLDEN  PLOVER  Pluvialis  apricaria 
1991:  Anglesey:  1090  at  Malltraeth  on  Oct.  27th. 


1992:  Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Kenfig 

645 

500 

199 

187 

72 

200 

300 

360 

Llandow  A/F 

780 

Burry  (S) 

785 

2230 

1680 

380 

205 

740 

880 

1800 

Carmarthen  Ginst  Point 

2150 

600 

7 

2000 

2200 

7000 

3000 

Gwendraeth 

430 

150 

400 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

126 

215 

0 

175 

Scleddau 

245 

Tegryn 

500 

Ceredigion  Ynyslas/Dyfi 

95 

550 

561 

785 

Llansantfraid/Llanrhystud 

600 

600 

Brynhoffnant 

250 

Capel  Cynon 

300 

300 

Anglesey  Malltraeth 

250 

Smaller  flocks  were  quite  widespread  in  coastal  counties  but  in  inland  counties  very  few 
were  found.  There  seem  to  be  2  small  wintering  flocks  in  Brecon,  centred  on  Llandefalle 
Hill  with  max.  of  57  on  Feb.  1st  and  60  on  Dec.  10th,  and  Mynydd  Bach,  with  a  max.  of  31 
in  February.  There  were  30  at  Llyn  Mawr  Montgomery  in  October. 

Incomplete  records  for  the  breeding  season  came  from  Carmarthen,  with  single  pairs 
in  2  sites,  Brecon,  with  6-9  pairs  on  Abergwesyn  Common,  Meirionnydd,  with  stable 
breeding  numbers  in  2  sites  and  Clwyd,  where  only  one  pair  was  found  nesting  on  Ruabon 
Moor. 

GREY  PLOVER  P.  squatarola  CWTIAD  LLWYD 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available;  see  also  notes  on 
page  5.  The  Estuary  counts  show  that  this  species  only  occurs  on  62%  of  Welsh  estuaries  in 
winter  and  most  flocks  are  of  fewer  than  50  birds.  Those  sites  listed  hold  well  over  80%  of 
the  total  winter  population. 


Gwent  Severn  Shore 

Jan. 

235 

Feb. 

127 

Mar. 

5 

Apr. 

35 

May 

1 

June 

0 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  B '  pill 

75 

97 

39 

8 

5 

1 

2 

1 

12 

36 

56 

Burry  (S) 

420 

350 

250 

100 

65 

15 

2 

75 

325 

195 

165 

325 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

164 

41 

0 

26 

12 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

T/T/G 

14 

82 

35 

13 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

7 

7 

31 

Flint  PoA 

350 

200 

10 

15 

22 

2 

3 

33 

50 

95 

98 

76 

LAPWING  Vanellus  vanellus  CORNCHWIGLEN 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available;  see  also  notes  on 
page  5.  There  is  particularly  likely  to  be  some  overlap  in  the  counts  marked  *  in 

Carmarthen. 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 
Glamorgan  Kenfig  200  3  0  8  4  12  52  20  97  300  40  160 

Burry  (S)  927  3124  10  10  10  96  74  25  152  659  1149  2043 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N)  350  250  120  34  34  34  68  60  61  150  181  510 
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Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwendraeth* 

4000 

700 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

102 

1390 

201 

Tywi* 

150 

300 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25 

300 

270 

Taf* 

3000 

30 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

9 

88 

70 

1000+ 

Pembroke  Cleddau 

1045 

768 

851 

1292 

Ceredigion  Dyfi 

607 

282 

34 

43 

44 

45 

85 

3 

113 

143 

1030 

638 

Flint  PoA 

500 

550 

30 

2 

70 

100 

115 

350 

CQ/O'holt 

3000 

1500 

1 

1 

7 

38 

250 

500 

450 

600 

2000 

470 

Meirionnydd  Dysynni 

245 

210 

6 

1 

11 

4 

60 

50 

70 

There  were  other  flocks  in  Glamorgan  of  250  at  the  Taff/Ely  Estuary  on  Feb.  17th  and  285 
at  the  Rhymney  Estuary  on  Aug.  20th,  widespread  winter  flocks  of  up  to  250  elsewhere  in 
Pembroke,  flocks  of  100  in  Ceredigion  at  Brynhoffnant  on  Feb.  8th  and  Cors  Caron  June 
22nd  and  max.  counts  of  158  in  the  Glaslyn  marshes  Meirionnydd  in  January  and  200  in 
the  Artro  Estuary  in  November.  There  were  1000  at  Malltraeth  Anglesey  on  Jan.  6th  and  the 
Estuary  counts  also  show  flocks  of  150-400  in  every  site  counted  in  Anglesey  and 
Caernarfon.  In  inland  counties  winter  flocks  were  few  but  there  was  a  max.  of  140  at 
Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on  Feb.  19th  and  100  at  Dolydd  Hafren  Montgomery  on  14th. 

Breeding  records  and  counts  show  a  continued  decline.  Only  5  breeding  pairs  were 
reported  in  Glamorgan  (S  &  M),  although  in  Glamorgan  (W)  3  pairs  bred  on  Baglan 
Moors  and  one  on  Neath  saltmarsh,  whilst  pairs  were  present  at  Ryers  Down,  Fairwrood 
Common  (3),  Clyne  Common,  Henllys  (2),  Crymlyn  Bog/Burrows  (2)  and  Briton  Ferry.  In 
Carmarthen  an  RSPB  survey  of  26.5  Km2  of  open  sheepwalk  on  Mynydd  Du  above  the  top 
wall  line  found  2  pairs  compared  to  5  in  1978.  In  Pembroke  5  pairs  on  Skokholm  and  3-4 
on  Skomer  all  failed  to  rear  young  and  there  were  24  pairs  on  Ramsey,  the  most  important 
county  site.  In  Ceredigion  the  total  population  is  now  less  than  50  pairs,  of  which  30  were 
found  in  a  survey  of  the  Dyfi  marshes.  In  Brecon  80-90  pairs  were  located  and  the  records 
comprehensive  enough  to  suggest  a  county  total  of  100-130  pairs,  a  decline  of  c.  75%  since 
the  mid  1980s.  In  Meirionnydd,  although  numbers  are  stable  at  the  main  site,  they  still 
decrease  at  other  upland  and  lowland  sites.  In  Gwent  20-35  pairs  bred  on  waste-land  at 
Waun-y-Pound  and  a  total  of  30  pairs  found  in  12  other  sites. 

KNOT  Cal icb  is  canuta  PIBYDD  YR  ABER 


The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available;  see  also  notes  on 
page  5. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Rhymney  Est. 

300 

90 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

12 

54 

9 

10 

45 

Burry  (S) 

1490 

3630 

445 

1 

5 

5 

95 

35 

770 

1100 

Carmarthen  T/T/G 

50 

800* 

1 

5 

15 

0 

33 

0 

1 

16 

Flint  PoA 

200 

300 

50 

2 

5 

10 

8 

21 

250 

200 

CQ/O’Holt 

200 

200 

4 

30 

70 

500 

*  There  were  700  at  Cefn  Sidan  on  Feb.  7th  which  were  perhaps  the  same  birds;  50  there  on 
Apr.  18th. 


SANDERLING  C.  alba  PIBYDD  Y  TYWOD 

The  monthly  max.  in  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available;  see  also  notes  on 
page  5.  This  is  a  species  of  open  sandy  shores  rather  than  estuaries  and  only  occurred  in 
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21%  of  the  Estuary  count  sites.  As  far  as  is  known  the  sites  listed  are  by  far  the  most 


important  in  Wales  and 

hold 

some 

90% 

of  the 

total 

winter 

population 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Kenfig 

30 

15 

200 

141 

150 

0 

17 

128 

9 

n/c 

n/c 

42 

Ogmore/Newton 

28 

35 

17 

35 

120 

100 

B'pUl 

454 

243 

139 

22 

73 

23 

15 

19 

22 

171 

120 

Carmarthen  Cefn  Sidan 

400 

302 

528 

450 

Clwyd  Coastline 

180 

80 

1 

10 

25 

100 

115 

Flint  Point  of  Ayr 

1 

50 

5 

1 

7 

3 

8 

1 

101 

There  was  also  a  max.  of  85  at  Ynyslas  Ceredigion  on  May  17th. 


LITTLE  STINT  C.  minuta *  PIBYDD  BACH 

1990:  14  at  Llyn  Alaw  Anglesey  on  Oct.  14th. 

1992:  Twelve  in  spring  between  May  12th  and  29th  and  a  min.  of  c.  35  in  autumn  between 
July  15th  and  Oct.  23rd.  The  spring  records  included  a  party  of  5  at  Ynyshir  Ceredigion  on 
May  18th.  There  were  records  from  all  coastal  counties  sending  records  but  only  one  inland, 
at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on  Sept.  10th.  There  was  also  one  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  Flint 
from  Nov.  12th  to  Dec.  1 1th  and  3  at  Penclawdd  Glamorgan  on  Dec.  19th.  Monthly  totals 
were: 

May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

12  0  1  3  24  9  1  4 


TEMMINCKS  STINT  C.  temminckii *  PIBYDD  TEMMINCK 

There  was  one  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  Flint  on  May  15th,  2  on  25th  and  one  on  28th  and  29th. 

PECTORAL  SANDPIPER  C.  melanotus *  PIBYDD  CAIN 

1991:  One  at  Llyn  Alaw  Anglesey  from  Sept.  20th-22nd. 

CURLEW  SANDPIPER  C.  ferruginea  *  PIBYDD  CAMBIG 

1990:  one  at  Dinas  Dinll  Caernarfon  on  May  27th  and  a  total  of  c.  30  noted  in  Anglesey 
and  Caernarfon  between  Aug.  29th  and  Oct.  14th,  max.  17  at  Malltraeth  Anglesey  on  Sept. 
9th. 

1991:  Monthly  totals  in  Anglesey  and  Caernarfon  were  June  (1),  July  (2),  Aug.  (13),  Sept. 
(43),  Oct.  (6)  and  Nov.  (1). 

1992:  There  was  an  early  record  at  Point  of  Ayr  Flint  on  Mar.  6th  and  unusual  numbers  on 
spring  passage  totalled  26  birds  between  Apr.  30th  and  June  7th,  including  a  party  of  13  at 
Ynyshir  Ceredigion  on  May  18th.  In  autumn  a  min.  total  of  c.  21  between  Aug.  15th  and 
Oct.  15th.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct. 

1  2  21  3  0  4  14  4 

PURPLE  SANDPIPER  C.  maritima  *  PIBYDD  DU 

In  Glamorgan  there  were  9  on  Flat  Holm  on  Feb.  6th  and,  at  Kenfig  monthly  max.  of  Jan. 
(4),  Mar.  (2),  Apr.  (5),  Nov.  (2)  and  Dec.  (4).  In  Pembroke  up  to  12  noted  at  5  localities  up 
to  Apr.  28th  and  from  July  20th  but  there  also  29-33  on  Skomer  during  March  and  April.  In 
Ceredigion  present  at  Aberystwyth  up  to  May  and  from  September,  with  max.  of  22  on 
Apr.  5th  and  18  on  Dec.  20th.  One  or  two  at  Black  Rock  Caernarfon  in  January,  3  at 
Mynachdy  Anglesey  on  Jan.  11th  and  one  on  Dec.  28th  and  a  max.  of  23  at  Rhos  Point 
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Denbigh  on  Jan.  30th. 

DUNLIN  C.  alpina  PIBYDD  Y M AWN 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available;  see  also  notes  on 
page  5.  This  species  winters  in  all  Welsh  estuarine  areas  and  is  usually  the  most  numerous 
wader  but  the  sites  listed,  together  with  the  Severn  in  Gwent  (no  records  included  in  1992) 
apparently  hold  70-80%  of  the  total  population. 


Glamorgan 

Jan.  Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Taff/Ely  Est. 

4000  2500 

370 

10 

130 

1 

12 

0 

32 

4500 

3800 

Rhymney  Est. 

8950  7500 

3000 

42 

300 

110 

95 

400 

180 

420 

4500 

3500 

Blackpill 

1080  1400 

1200 

151 

246 

25 

76 

226 

35 

348 

1010 

970 

Burry  (S) 

4350  4488 

910 

115 

215 

20 

120 

320 

410 

2835 

3550 

Carmarthen  T/T/G 

Pembroke  Cleddau 

2160  1120 
3366  1970 

100 

34 

0 

17 

3 

74 

361 

15 

1014 

2082 

771 

3062 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas 
C’narfon  Lavan  Sand 

1100  1100 
3000  1100 

8 

120 

4 

18 

6 

20 

201 

42 

303 

Flint  Point  of  Ayr 

3700  2200 

2500 

164 

700 

150 

140 

500 

500 

700 

1500 

500 

The  only  reports  from  the  upland  breeding  range  came  from  Brecon,  with  4  pairs  on 
Abergwesyn  Common  around  the  Drygarn  and  2  on  Mynydd  Llangattock  at  Pwll  Gwy-rhoc. 

BUFF-BREASTED  SANDPIPER  Tryngites  subruficollis*  PIBYDD  BRONLLWYD 

One  at  Sker  Farm  GEamorgan  on  Sept.  14th. 

RUFF  Philomachus  pugnax*  PIBYDD  TORCHOG 

1990  &  1991:  Approximate  monthly  totals  during  both  years  in  Anglesey  and  Caernarfon 

were: 

Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

5  2  1  12126  3  0  2 

1992:  Recorded  in  every  month  with  a  total  of  very  approximately  120  birds  in  Glamorgan 
(21),  Carmarthen  (18),  Pembroke  (8),  Ceredigion  (13),  Anglesey  (3)  and  Flint  c.  14 
away  from  Inner  Marsh  Farm,  where  present  all  year  with  max.  counts  of  1 1  in  March  and 
15  in  September.  The  spring  records  included  a  party  of  15  at  Wernffrwd  Glamorgan  on 
May  17th.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

7  4  12  14  34  1  6  19  38  5  8  6 

JACK  SNIPE  Lymnocryptes  minimus  GIACH  FACH 

1991:  The  Carmarthen  record  should  be  deleted  as  the  birds  were  Common  Snipe. 

1992:  There  was  a  scatter  of  winter  records  from  Glamorgan,  Pembroke,  Ceredigion, 
Brecon  and  Clwyd  for  January  to  March  and  from  Oct.  9th.  No  more  than  5  were  found 
together  and  the  records  suggest  a  total  of  well  under  100  birds  altogether  but  probably 
much  underestimate  the  true  status  of  this  secretive  species. 

SNIPE  Gallinago  gallinago  GIACH  GYFFREDIN 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available;  they  are  probably  very 
incomplete,  but  the  impression  is  of  low  numbers  generally. 
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Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Burry  (S) 

20 

2 

1 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

70 

60 

0 

0 

14 

40 

T/T/G 

8 

4 

43 

0 

29 

30 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

138 

141 

126 

83 

Brecon  Glasbury 

20 

33 

Meirionnydd  Dysynni 

11 

4 

3 

Few  counts  of  breeding  birds  made  but  5  pairs  were  located  on  26.5  Km2  of  sheepwalk 
above  the  top  wall  line  on  Mynydd  Du  Carmarthen  and  1 1  ‘drummers’  were  counted  on 
the  MoD  ranges  on  Mynydd  Eppynt  Brecon. 

WOODCOCK  Scolopax  rusticola  CYFFYLOG 

1991:  Two  roding  birds  at  Rhandirmwyn  Carmarthen. 

1992:  In  Brecon,  roding  birds  recorded  at  Carngafallt  (1),  Crychan  Forest  (2  m  a  complete 
count  of  the  Brecon  part)  and  Garth  Bank  (1-2).  The  lack  of  records  elsewhere  in  the  county 
must  partly  reflect  lack  of  observation.  In  Ceredigion  a  nest  with  4  eggs  found  near 
Glandyfi  was  the  first  proof  of  breeding  in  the  county  for  ‘a  good  many  years’;  roding  birds 
were  also  noted  at  Ynyshir.  In  Clwyd  roding  birds  were  widespread,  with  ‘many’  in  the 
Cwm  area  in  June  and  others  noted  at  Llyn  Helyg,  Nercwys,  Maeshafn,  Tir-y-coed,  Ruabon 
Moor,  Northop  and  Clocaenog  Forest. 

Widespread  in  winter  in  Pembroke  (does  not  breed)  until  Mar.  10th  and  from  Oct. 

12th. 

BLACK-TAILED  GODWIT  Limosci  limosa  RHOSTOG  GYNFFONDDU 

1991:  Carmarthen:  the  autumn  max.  at  Penclacwydd  were  Aug.  (103),  Sept.  (133)  and 
Oct.  (171). 

1992:  The  monthly  max.  at  main  sites  were  as  follows: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N)  101  52  76  61  124  49  61  71  134  70  72  44 

Flint  CQ/O’holt  1500  1200  700  300  present  280  535  665  2000  2000  1500 

There  were  passage  max.  on  the  Glamorgan  side  of  the  Burry  Inlet  of  20  in  May  and  75  in 
August.  The  species  is  also  increasing  in  Meirionnydd,  where  records  involved  some  40 
birds  in  the  Dysynni  and  Glaslyn  estuaries,  mainly  on  spring  and  autumn  passage.  A  scatter 
of  passage  records  from  other  coastal  counties. 

BAR-TAILED  GODWIT  L.  lapponica  RHOSTOG  GYNFFONFRITH 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available;  see  also  notes  on 
page  5.  Numbers  seemed  to  be  very  low  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Blackpill 

77 

79 

119 

18 

5 

2 

6 

5 

Burry  (S) 

615 

1040 

570 

110 

5 

10 

35 

120 

Carmarthen  T/T/G 

14 

123 

93 

80 

6 

4 

15 

0 

C’narfon  Foryd  Bay 

82 

95 

70 

Anglesey  Inland  Sea 

180 

150 

85 

Flint  Point  of  Ayr 

17 

46 

12 

100 

2 

1 

0 

1 
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WHIMBREL  Numenius  phaeopus  COEGYLFINIR 

One  at  the  Nevern  Estuary  Pembroke  on  Feb.  1st.  Spring  passage  was  otherwise  noted  from 
Mar.  27th  to  June  13th.  The  largest  concentrations  were  noted  along  the  south  coast,  with 
max.  counts  in  Glamorgan  of  1 12  at  Blackpill  on  Apr.  24th,  107  at  Kenfig  on  26th  and  76 
on  May  7th,  120  at  the  Rhymney  Est.  on  8th  and  78  at  Blackpill  on  11th.  There  were  also 
max.  in  Carmarthen  of  85  on  the  north  side  of  the  Burry  Inlet  and  76  in  the 
Taf/Tywi/Gwendraeth  complex  in  May  and  flocks  of  up  to  60  were  noted  in  spring  in 
Pembroke.  Elsewhere  flocks  were  smaller  but  flocks  of  20-40  were  quite  widespread  in 
Ceredigion  during  Apr.  21st  -May  9th  and  there  were  50+  at  Rhyl  Flint  on  Apr.  29th. 

Autumn  passage  was  much  less  marked  but  noted  between  July  7th  and  Oct.  12th.  The 
largest  count  was  96  at  Berthlwyd  Glamorgan  on  Aug.  15th  and  flocks  of  up  to  80  were 
noted  in  Pembroke.  Elsewhere  numbers  were  scant.  There  were  no  inland  records. 

CURLEW  N.  arquatus  GYLFINIR 

1991:  Counts  for  Penclacwydd  Carmarthen  should  be  July  (1600)  and  Aug.  (1500). 

1992:  the  monthly  max.  in  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available;  see  also  notes 
on  page  5.  Flocks  winter  in  all  Welsh  estuarine  areas  but  the  sites  listed  hold  over  70%  of 
the  total. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Burry  (S) 

1098 

995 

644 

433 

55 

35 

1437 

1660 

1480 

1566 

1469 

815 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

1076 

811 

900 

140 

73 

400 

1525 

1500 

614 

320 

308 

252 

T/T/G 

640 

307 

171 

43 

42 

20 

28 

40 

284 

316 

319 

444 

Pembroke  Cleddau 

1209 

1304 

1367 

1255 

Ceredigion  Dyfi 

1033 

971 

677 

413 

47 

44 

1092 

1203 

900 

881 

721 

508 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas 

350 

798 

78 

466 

258 

153 

625 

C’narfon  Lavan  Sand 

700 

1220 

530 

Flint  Point  of  Ayr 

1100 

1700 

1000 

700 

100 

50 

1000 

1250 

1200 

700 

800 

800 

Inland  the  only  significant  winter  flocks  reported  were  at  Glasbury  Brecon,  with 

max. 

of  75 

on  Jan.  4th  and  80  on  Nov.  15th,  and  Dolydd  Hafren  Montgomery,  with  max.  of  200+  in 
February,  150  in  August  and  200+  in  November. 

Rather  few  breeding  records  were  received  but  none  was  recorded  breeding  in 
Glamorgan  (S  &  M)  and  a  continued  decline  in  breeding  birds  was  noted  in  Ceredigion. 
There  were  at  least  10  pairs  at  Skomer  but  other  Pembroke  sites  were  not  checked.  In 
Brecon  52-53  pairs  were  recorded  from  15  areas,  with  16  on  the  MoD  ranges  at  Mynydd 
Eppynt  and  11-12  on  Waun  Rydd  Llanwrtyd  Wells  the  best  sites.  Breeding  numbers  appear 
stable  in  Meirionnydd.  Only  14  breeding  territories  noted  in  Gwent. 

SPOTTED  REDSHANK  Tringa  erythropus*  PIBYDD  COESGOCH  MANNOG 

Recorded  in  every  month,  with  small  wintering  groups  of  up  to  5  birds  in  the  Burry  Inlet 
Glamorgan,  the  Cleddau  Estuary  Pembroke  and  the  Dee  Estuary  Flint.  The  autumn  max. 
was  40  at  Connah’s  Quay/Oakenholt  on  Sept.  24th.  Birds  were  recorded  right  round  the 
coast  but  there  was  none  inland.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 
12  14  10  2  9  5  3  6  57  24  8  11 
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REDSHANK  T.  totcinus  PIBYDD  COESGOCH 


The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available;  see  also  notes  on 
page  5.  This  is  another  species  which  winters  in  all  Welsh  estuarine  areas  but  the  sites  listed 
nevertheless  hold  the  bulk  of  the  population. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Taff/Ely 

414 

539 

215 

80 

2 

8 

279 

110 

198 

380 

344 

Rhymney  Est. 

950 

780 

650 

189 

10 

125 

300 

483 

570 

650 

770 

750 

Burry  (S) 

450 

485 

275 

135 

1 

25 

405 

355 

325 

230 

300 

225 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

340 

269 

260 

90 

18 

336 

700 

700 

415 

214 

306 

175 

T/T/G 

402 

393 

21 

2 

2 

0 

2 

251 

294 

331 

271 

152 

Pembroke  Cleddau 

592 

474 

893 

911 

Caernarfon  Conwy  Est. 

500 

130 

160 

Flint  Point  of  Ayr 

1000 

800 

1000 

700 

15 

500 

500 

515 

500 

400 

300 

CQ/O’holt 

150 

200 

1300 

400 

1 

600 

2500 

1600 

1200 

415 

60 

Breeding  reports  were  received  from  5  counties  as  follows;  Glamorgan:  4  pairs  bred  at  the 
Rhymney  Estuary  and  one  at  Llanrhidian,  whilst  2  or  more  pairs  probably  bred  at  Whiteford 
Point  and  one  at  Crymlyn  Bog;  Ceredigion;  16  breeding  pairs  were  found  in  a  survey  of  the 
Dyfi  marshes,  a  high  total  for  recent  years,  c.  5  pairs  at  Cors  Caron  but  none  elsewhere; 
Brecon:  none  bred;  Montgomery;  3  pairs  all  failed  at  Dolydd  Hafren.  In  Gwent  one  pair 
definitely  and  2  probably  bred  at  Ebbw  Vale  and  up  to  3  pairs  at  St.  Brides. 

GREENSHANK  T.  nebularia  PIBYDD  COESWERDD 

Small  wintering  groups  were  noted  in  the  Burry  Inlet  Glamorgan/Carmarthen,  with  1-2  at 
each  end  of  the  year,  in  the  Taf  and  Tywi  Carmarthen  with  singles  in  December;  up  to  9  in 
January  and  February  and  7  in  November/December  in  the  Cleddau  Estuary  Pembroke,  up 
to  7  in  January /February  in  Foryd  Bay  Caernarfon  and  at  least  one  at  the  same  time  in  the 
Dee  Flint.  A  few  also  wintered  in  Meirionnydd. 

Spring  passage  was  noted  between  Mar.  22nd  and  June  3rd  and  autumn  passage  from 
June  15th  to  Oct.  13th.  There  were  records  of  singles  or  small  groups  from  all  coastal 
counties  but  none  was  seen  in  inland  counties.  The  max.  spring  count  was  7  at  Penclacwydd 
Carmarthen  in  May  and  the  autumn  max.  were  18  in  the  Dyfi  Estuary  Ceredigion  in 
August  and  on  Sept  22nd  and  20  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  Flint  on  Aug.  4th  and  35  at  Connah's 
Quay/Oakenholt  on  Sept.  6th. 

GREEN  SANDPIPER  T.  ochropus  PIBYDD  GWYRDD 

As  usual  a  scattering  of  wintering  birds,  with  c.  16  in  the  early  months  and  14-15  at  the  end 
of  the  year  in  Glamorgan  (5  &  2),  Carmarthen  (4  &  5),  Pembroke  (3  &  5),  Ceredigion  (2 
&  1)  and  Brecon  (1  &  2).  Widely  recorded  on  passage  but  apparently  few  inland.  Numbers 
were  small,  with  the  largest  counts  in  Flint,  of  9  at  Shotton  Pools  on  June  29th  and  9  at 
Inner  Marsh  Farm  on  Aug.  19th.  No  more  than  4  together  elsewhere. 

WOOD  SANDPIPER  T.  glareola  *  PIBYDD  Y  GRAEAN 

1990:  One  Llyn  Alaw  Anglesey  from  Aug.  8th-25th. 

1992:  A  total  of  9  recorded,  in  Gwent  (1),  Glamorgan  (6)  and  Pembroke  (3),  4  in  spring 
between  May  5th  and  17th  and  6  in  autumn  between  July  29th  and  Oct.  8th. 
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COMMON  SANDPIPER  Actitis  hypoleucos  PIBYDD  Y  DORLAN 

Wintering  birds  noted  only  in  Carmarthen,  with  3  at  Burry  Port  on  Dec.  4th.  and 
Pembroke,  with  4  at  Westfield  Pill  and  one  at  Fishguard  from  January  to  March  and  4  in  3 
sites  in  December. 

Although  this  species  breeds  widely  on  Welsh  rivers,  no  counts  for  1992  were 
received.  The  largest  number  noted  on  passage  was  a  total  of  45  in  the  Clwyd  Estuary 
(Rhyl-Rhuddlan)  on  July  19th. 

TURNSTONE  Arenaria  interpres  CWTIAD  Y  TRAETH 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available;  see  also  notes  on 
page  5. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Kenfig 

54 

22 

45 

93 

9 

14 

50 

62 

10 

10 

4 

50 

Cardiff  Shore 

150 

152 

67 

61 

1 

3 

108 

35 

Rhymney  Est. 

45 

36 

52 

11 

1 

1 

2 

29 

108 

36 

52 

34 

Blackpill 

68 

70 

77 

5 

24 

51 

59 

Burry  (S) 

145 

65 

2 

10 

3 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

1 

110 

29 

95 

28 

0 

0 

0 

299 

366 

227 

150 

Pembroke  Cleddau 

97 

65 

60 

45 

C’narfon  Foryd  Bay  60  60  20 

Clwyd  Coast  140  75  160 

This  is  another  species  for  which  counts  of  estuarine  areas  may  miss  important  flocks;  there 
were,  for  example,  72  at  Aberaeron  Ceredigion  on  Dec.  31st.  But  the  table  does  suggest  a 
rather  southerly  bias  in  winter  distribution  in  Wales.  Inland  there  was  one  at  Llyn  Tegid 
Meirionnydd  on  Jan.  29th. 

RED-NECKED  PHALAROPE  Phalaropus  lobatus*  LLYDANDROED  GYDDFGOCH 
One  on  the  Dyfi  Estuary  Ceredigion  on  Sept.  13th. 

v 

GREY  PHALAROPE  P.  fulicarius*  LLYDANDROED  LLWYD 

Single  birds  at  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan  on  Sept.  14th  taken  by  a  Sparrowhawk,  off 
Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  13th  and  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  from  13th  to  16th,  the 
first  in  Brecon  since  1966. 

POMARINE  SKUA  Stercorarius  pomarinus*  SGIWEN  FRECH 

1990  &  1991:  A  total  of  23  recorded  in  Anglesey  and  Caernarfon  during  the  2  years,  with 
approximate  monthly  totals  of: 

Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov. 

2  2  1  1  1  8  6  2 

1992:  A  total  of  6  in  spring  as  follows:  singles  off  St.  Govans  Head  Pembroke  on  Apr.  20th 
and  Ynyslas  Ceredigion  on  May  1st,  3  off  Cefn  Sidan  Carmarthen  on  4th  and  one  off 
Tywyn  Meirionnydd  on  29th. 

Apart  from  2  off  Tut  Head  Mumbles  Glamorgan  on  Sept.  2nd  and  3rd,  all  autumn 
records  came  from  Pembroke  and  Flint.  Off  Pembroke  singles  passed  Skokholm  on  Aug. 
23rd  and  Skomer  on  4  dates  between  27th  and  Sept.  6th  and  65  passed  Strumble  Head  on  19 
dates  between  Aug.  13th  and  Nov.  15th,  with  a  max.  of  20  on  Sept.  4th.  In  Flint  singles 
passed  Point  of  Ayr  on  5  dates  between  Aug.  12th  and  Sept.  15th,  with  2  on  Sept.  7th  and  3 
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on  1 1th.  One  off  Gronant  on  Oct.  8th. 

ARCTIC  SKUA  parasiticus  SGIWEN  Y  GOGLEDD 

The  only  counties  reporting  spring  records  were  Ceredigion,  with  a  scatter  of  coastal 
records  in  April  and  May,  and  Pembroke,  with  one  off  Skokholm  on  June  3rd.  In  autumn 
recorded  from  July  5th  to  Nov.  25th  and  26th,  when  there  was  one  at  Kenfig  Pool 
Glamorgan.  There  were  records  right  round  the  coast  but  the  main  movements  were  noted 
off  Pembroke  and  Flint.  Off  Pembroke  totals  of  14  passed  off  Skokholm,  20  off  Skomer 
and  234  off  Strumble  Head  between  July  5th  and  Oct.  14th,  with  a  max.  of  45  off  Strumble 
Head  on  Sept.  3rd,  when  9  also  passed  Skomer.  Off  Flint  128  passed  Point  of  Ayr  on  8 
dates  between  July  27th  and  Sept.  15th,  max.  32  on  Aug.  30th  and  Sept.  1st.  A  flock  of  17 
flew  towards  the  coast  over  Ynysyfro  Res.  Gwent  on  Aug.  29th. 

LONG-TAILED  SKUA  S.  longicaudus*  SGIWEN LOSTEA1N 

1991:  Anglesey:  7  in  Red  Wharf  Bay  on  Sept.  7th,  one  off  Point  Lynas  on  Oct.  18th  and  3 
on  19th.  One  off  Llanfairfechan  Caernarfon  on  Sept.  16th.  All  but  one  were  juveniles. 

1992:  Singles  passed  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  Aug.  22nd.  23rd,  31st  and  Sept.  11th. 
with  3  on  Aug.  30th;  3  adults  W  off  Point  of  Ayr  Flint  on  Sept.  4th  and  a  juvenile  on  1 1th. 

GREAT  SKUA  5.  skua  *  SGIWEN  FA  WR 

The  only  spring  records  were  of  singles  off  Goldcliff  Gwent  on  May  26th,  Skomer 
Pembroke  on  Apr.  28th  and  Grassholm  on  June  1st. 

In  autumn  recorded  from  Aug.  5th  to  Nov.  10th.  Most  were  noted  off  Pembroke,  with 
a  total  of  126  noted  passing  off  Skomer  (4),  Skokholm  (10)  and  Strumble  Head  (112);  the 
largest  movement  was  18  off  Strumble  Head  on  Aug.  31st.  Elsewhere  there  were  singles  in 
Glamorgan  off  Port  Eynon  Point  on  Aug.  15th  and  off  Lavemock  Point  on  Sept.  18th,  one 
off  Aberporth  Ceredigion  on  Sept.  16th  and  5  W  off  Point  of  Ayr  Flint  on  4th  and  an 
immature  there  on  Oct.  12th- 15th.  One  off  PeterstoneAVentlooge  Gwent  on  Nov.  10th. 

MEDITERRANEAN  GULL  Larus  melanocephalus  *  GWYLAN  MOR  Y  CANOLDIR 
1990  &  1991:  A  total  of  26  seen  in  Anglesey  and  Caernarfon  during  both  years,  with 
monthly  totals  of: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

121  1013  5  0934 

1992:  There  were  records  for  every  month  and  from  all  coastal  counties  sending  records. 
The  total  number  of  birds  is  difficult  to  estimate  but  over  100  different  individuals  were 

involved.  Most  were  seen  in  Glamorgan,  with  51  different  birds  in  Glamorgan  (S  &  M) 

and  184  bird/days  involving  at  least  16  birds  at  Blackpill  Glamorgan  (W);  there  was  a 
marked  influx  of  first  year  birds  in  April  and  May.  Six  wintered  in  Fishguard  Harbour 
Pembroke  until  April  and  there  were  5  s/p  adults  at  Llanrhidian  Glamorgan  on  July  19th. 
Monthly  totals  are  tabulated  as  far  as  available  but  are  incomplete.  Nevertheless  they 
probably  show  the  pattern  of  occurrence  fairly. 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

1st  year  0  7  6  13  28  12  5  6  1  2  0  0 

2nd  year  24381  135  7  5  22 

adult  13  13  15  8  0  1  14  14  12  13  7  8 
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unaged 

Jan. 

1 

Feb. 

Mar. 

1 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

1 

Sept. 

Oct. 

2 

Nov.  Dec. 

1 

Total 

16 

24 

24 

29 

29 

14 

22 

26 

21 

22 

9  11 

LITTLE  GULL  L.  minutus 

GWYLAN  FECHAN 

1990  &  1991:  Monthly  totals  during  both  years  for  Anglesey  and  Caernarfon  are 
tabulated;  the  records  include  a  group  of  up  to  12  at  Criccieth  Caernarfon  during  January  to 
March. 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

1990  12  12  7  1  2  1  0  2  1  0  0  1 

1991  31  208332  2804 

1992:  Apparently  a  poor  year  for  the  species,  the  records  suggesting  c.50  or  fewer  birds 
altogether  in  Wales,  although  they  are  incomplete.  Only  3  were  noted  in  inland  counties  and 
Carmarthen,  Ceredigion  and  Meirionnydd  only  recorded  a  single  bird  each.  None  was 
seen  before  Mar.  21st.  Monthly  totals  are  very  approximate  and  are  as  follows: 

Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

29  11  42284  1  3 

SABINE’S  GULL  L.  sabini*  GWYLAN  SABINE 

1990:  Singles  at  Cemlyn  Anglesey  on  Sept.  8th  and  Llyn  Penrhyn  on  23rd. 

1991:  An  adult  at  Llanfairfechan  Caernarfon  on  Oct.  18th. 

1992:  Four  adults  passed  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  Sept.  3rd,  with  one  on  4th. 

RING-BILLED  GULL  L.  delaw arensis *  GWYLAN  FODRWYBIG 

1991:  One  in  Fishguard  Harbour  Pembroke  on  Dec.  23rd. 

1992:  There  were  records  in  every  month  except  August  with  a  total  of  c.  40  individuals 
altogether,  in  Glamorgan  (c.  25),  Carmarthen  (3-4),  Pembroke  (3),  Anglesey  (3)  and 
Clwyd  ( 1 ).  No  reports  from  other  counties.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

1st  year 

1 

2 

2 

6 

4 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2nd  year 

1 

2 

1 

4 

4 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

adult 

2 

6 

4 

7 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

unaged 

5 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Total 

10 

12 

9 

17 

11 

2 

1 

0 

2 

2 

1 

3 

COMMON  GULL  L.  canus 

GWYLAN  Y  GWEUNYDD 

Monthly  max.  on 

the  south  side  of  the  Burry  Inlet  and  at  Blackpill  Glamorgan  were  as 

follows: 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Burry  (S) 

130 

4 

240 

15 

15 

95 

335 

470 

620 

315 

105 

35 

B  ’  pill 

1600 

1680 

2050 

970 

136 

85 

232 

310 

538 

1590 

768 

1070 

Elsewhere  there  were  max.  counts  in  Meirionnydd  of  180  in  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  Estuary 
in  January  and  February  and  412  in  the  Dysynni  in  December,  and  of  1500  at  Gronant  Flint 
on  Jan.  4th  and  1000  at  Llandulas  Denbigh  on  Feb.  1 1th  and  Mar.  19th. 

LESSER  BLACK-BACKED  GULL  L.  fuscus  GWYLAN  GEFNDDU  LEIAF 

Counts  of  breeding  colonies  were  received  as  follows:  Glamorgan:  2000  breeding  pairs  on 
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Flat  Holm;  Pembroke:  3017  nests  with  305  young  reared  on  Skokholm,  16,000-18,500 
pairs  nesting  on  Skomer  but  fewer  than  1000  young  reared  and,  on  the  mainland,  16  nests  at 
Flimston  and  1 1  from  Broadhaven-Newquay;  Ceredigion:  c.  2400  nests  on  Cardigan  Island. 
Other  Welsh  breeding  colonies  not  reported  on. 

The  main  autumn  and  winter  roosts  were  inland,  with  up  to  2300  on  Llys  y  Fran  Res. 
Pembroke  in  January  and  up  to  5500  in  November  and  December  and,  in  Brecon,  100  at 
Llangorse  Lake  in  January  and  February  and  a  max.  count  of  1250  on  Sept.  10th.  with  400 
at  Ponsticill  Res.  on  Oct.  31st. 

HERRING  GULL  L.  argentatus  GWYLAN  Y  PENWAIG 

Breeding  counts  received  were:  Glamorgan:  200  pairs  bred  on  Flat  Holm;  Pembroke:  363 
pairs  on  Skokholm  represented  a  20%  increase,  525  pairs  bred  on  Skomer,  77  pairs  on  the 
mainland  at  Flimston  and  26  from  Broadhaven  to  Newquay;  Ceredigion:  800-900  pairs  on 
Cardigan  Island.  Other  Welsh  breeding  colonies  not  reported  on. 

The  only  inland  roost  counts  received  were  max.  of  100  at  Ponsticill  Res.  Brecon  on 
Oct.  31st  and  95  at  Llyn  Trawsfynydd  Meirionnydd. 

Monthly  max.  were  also  recorded  for  the  Burry  Inlet  and  Blackpill  in  Glamorgan  and 
4  estuaries  in  Meirionnydd  (D/Glas.,  Artro,  Mawddach  and  Dysynni).  These  perhaps  give 
an  idea  of  the  pattern  of  occurrence  away  from  breeding  areas. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar.  Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Burry  (S) 

2520 

350 

25 

135 

500 

970 

500 

620 

285 

495 

235 

400 

B'piH 

273 

580 

242 

208 

140 

197 

224 

279 

430 

520 

153 

96 

Meirionnydd 

417 

624 

178 

236 

84 

45 

30 

175 

160 

4 

155 

144 

Records  of  Yellow-legged  Gulls,  either  L.  a.  michahelis  or  L.  cachinnans  if  considered 
a  full  species,  were  as  follows.  1991:  one  at  Aber  Ogwen  Caernarfon  on  Oct.  27th.  1992: 
Small  numbers  frequent  in  Glamorgan  (S  &  M),  mainly  in  Cardiff  and  during  late  May  to 
early  November  but  records  for  all  year,  max.  count  7.  In  Carmarthen,  3  at  North  Dock 
Llanelli  on  Aug.  12th  and  2  on  Sept.  3rd,  with  singles  at  Sandy  Water  Park  Llanelli  on  Oct. 
1 1th  and  Nov.  25th.  One  at  Aberystwyth  Ceredigion  on  May  4th. 

ICELAND  GULL  L.  glaucoides*  GWYLAN  YR  ARCTIG 

In  Glamorgan  an  adult  wintering  at  both  ends  of  the  year  along  the  coast  between  Kenfig 
and  Ogmore.  It  was  not  seen  between  Apr.  2nd  and  Nov.  3rd  and  had  returned  for  the  4th 
consecutive  year.  One  at  Milford  Haven  Pembroke  from  Apr.  17th-28th  and.  in  Flint,  a 
first  winter  bird  at  Oakenholt  on  Mar.  19th. 

GLAUCOUS  GULL  L.  hyperboreus*  GWYLAN  Y  GOGLEDD 

1990:  One  in  Red  Wharf  Bay  Anglesey  on  Dec.  23rd. 

1991:  One  at  Beaumaris  Anglesey  and  Aber  Ogwen  Caernarfon  during  Jan.  lst-6th.  a 
different  bird  in  the  Menai  Strait  Anglesey  on  Feb.  8th  and  one  at  Pwllheli  Caernarfon  on 
Sept.  24th. 

1992:  Seen  frequently  in  Glamorgan  (W)  throughout  the  year,  chiefly  at  Blackpill  but  also 
at  Briton  Ferry,  Queens  Dock  and  Jersey  Marine.  Most  records  were  for  March,  May- 
August  and  October-December.  Elsewhere  a  total  of  18-19  noted  in  Gwent  ( 1 ),  Glamorgan 
(S  &  M)  (4),  Pembroke  (2),  Ceredigion  (5-6),  Meirionnydd  (1)  and  Clwvd  (5).  Monthly 
totals  in  these  counties  were: 
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Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 
22442022  001  3 

GREAT  BLACK-BACKED  GULL  L.  maritima  GWYLAN  GEFNDDU  FWYAF 

Breeding  counts  on  the  Pembroke  Islands  were,  25  pairs  on  Skokholm,  a  25%  increase,  40 
on  Skomer  and  10  on  Ramsey.  Other  Welsh  breeding  sites  not  reported  on. 

KITH  WAKE  Rissa  tridactyla  GWYFAN  GOESDDU 

1991:  Anglesey:  541  nests  on  Puffin  Island. 

1992:  Counts  from  breeding  colonies  were:  Glamorgan  (W);  a  colony  of  100  pairs  at  the 
Devil’s  Truck  from  Mar.  1st  was  found  deserted  with  eggs  still  in  the  nests  on  July  8th; 
cause  unknown  but  20  hours  observation  had  revealed  no  predation  by  nearby  Peregrines; 
Pembroke:  Skomer  2172  nests,  Ramsey  361  nests,  Grassholm  50  nests,  Flimston  403  nests, 
Stackpole  Head  12-20  nests;  Ceredigion:  3  pairs  bred  at  Cardigan  Island,  the  first  to  do  so 
since  1961.  There  are  2  other  larger  colonies  still  extant  but  one  at  Lochtyn  is  struggling.  No 
other  Welsh  breeding  sites  reported  on. 

Inland  one  picked  up  in  Brecon  on  Oct.  27th  was  released  on  Llangorse  Lake. 

CASPIAN  TERN  Sterna  ccispia  *  MORWENNOL  FWYAF 

1989:  One  at  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan  on  Apr.  1 1th. 

SANDWICH  TERN  S.  sandvicensis  MORWENNOF  BIGDDU 

About  500  pairs  bred  at  one  site  in  Anglesey  but  breeding  success  unknown  ( Graham 
Williams).  The  max.  passage  gathering  noted  was  of  c.  1000  at  Point  of  Ayr  Flint  on  July 
20th  but  in  Meirionnydd,  Ceredigion  and  Carmarthen  such  autumn  gatherings  are  noted 
as  declining,  with  max.  of  50  or  fewer. 

ROSEATE  TERN  S.  dougalli*  MORWENNOL  WRIDOG 

At  the  single  colony  7  pairs  fledged  10  young  (Graham  Williams).  On  passage  4  passed 
Skokholm  Pembroke  on  Aug.  24th  and  one  passed  Strumble  Head  on  30th. 

COMMON  TERN  S.  hirundo  MORWENNOL  GYFFRED1N 

1991:  An  adult  in  s/p  at  Penmon  Anglesey  on  Dec.  14th  and  15th. 

1992:  Altogether  a  total  of  c.  485  pairs  bred  in  7  colonies  in  Anglesey  and  Flint  and  c.  572 
young  were  reared  at  5  sites  holding  356  pairs  (Graham  Williams). 

ARCTIC  TERN  S.  paradisea  MORWENNOL  Y  GOGLEDD 

Altogether  c.  1113  pairs  bred  in  4  colonies  in  Anglesey  and  c.  335  young  were  fledged  at  3 
of  these  holding  813  pairs  ( Graham  Williams).  An  extraordinary  record  of  a  first  winter  bird 
at  Sandy  Water  Park  Llanelli  Carmarthen  on  Jan.  5th. 

LITTLE  TERN  S.  albifrons  MORWENNOL  EECHAN 

At  the  single  colony,  in  Flint,  52  pairs  fledged  100+  young  ( Graham  Williams).  An 
exceptional  autumn  passage  off  Pembroke  involved  83  birds.  The  largest  movements  were 
noted  off  Skomer,  with  15  on  Sept.  3rd,  19  on  4th  and  23  on  7th. 

BLACK  TERN  Chlidonias  niger *  CORSWENNOL  DDU 

1990:  The  movement  of  early  May  was  also  noted  in  Anglesey  with  12  at  Llyn  Traffwll  on 
1st  and  21  on  2nd. 
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1991:  22  At  Sker  Point  Glamorgan  on  May  8th  and  8  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  29th  with  one  on 
Aug.  17th. 

1992:  Rather  few  in  spring,  with  a  total  of  c.  26  between  Apr.  20th  and  May  18th,  but  an 
exceptional  autumn  passage  involving  at  least  232  birds  between  Aug.  7th  and  Oct.  2nd. 
Birds  were  noted  in  Gwent  (1  &  10)  Glamorgan  (5  &  9),  Carmarthen  (6  &  1),  Pembroke 
(4  &  1 13),  Ceredigion  (3  &  2),  Brecon  (0  &  51),  Meirionnydd  (0  &  1)  and  Clwvd  (7  & 
44).  None  was  seen  in  Montgomery  but  no  reports  were  received  from  other  counties.  The 
largest  single  movement  was  58  passing  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  Sept.  11th. 
Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct. 

5  21  0  0  68  162  1 

WHITE- WINGED  BLACK  TERN  C.  leucopterus *  CORSWENNOL  ADEINWEN 

Three  adults  in  s/p  at  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan  on  May  18th. 

GUILLEMOT  Una  cialge  GWYLOG 

Counts  of  breeding  birds  on  ledges  in  Pembroke  were  made  as  follows:  Skokholm  478, 
Skomer  8032,  Ramsey  2169,  Grassholm  293,  Flimston  5802,  Mewsford  Point  320, 
Crickmail  Point  120,  The  Castle  9  and  St.  Govan’s  Head  6.  In  Ceredigion  there  wrere  17  on 
ledges  in  the  ‘new’  colony  on  Cardigan  Island  and  sample  counts  showed  good  numbers  at 
the  large  colony  at  New  Quay  Head.  Other  Welsh  colonies  not  reported  on. 
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RAZORBILL  Alca  torda  LLURS 

Counts  of  breeding  birds  on  ledges  in  Pembroke  were  made  as  follows:  Skokholm  731, 
Skomer  3135,  Ramsey  979,  Flimston  532,  Mewsford  1,  Crickmail  12,  The  Castle  12,  St. 
Govan’s  Head  9  and  Broad  Haven  27.  The  breeding  population  in  Ceredigion  is  ‘thriving’. 
Other  Welsh  colonies  not  reported  on. 

A  massive  movement  occurred  off  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  Oct.  25th,  with  a 
remarkable  total  of  c.  20,000  birds  estimated  from  sample  counts  extrapolated  over  the  1 1 
hour  watch  period.  There  were  also  substantial  numbers  in  Cardigan  Bay  in  October,  with  c. 
2000  off  Borth/Ynyslas  Ceredigion  on  12th  and  1400  on  19th.  A  coordinated  count  of  auk 
species  in  the  whole  of  Cardigan  Bay  from  Borth  Ceredigion  to  Llanbedrog  Llyn 
Caernarfon  recorded  3467  in  October,  when  large  numbers  also  passed  Bardsey. 

BLACK  GUILLEMOT  Cepphus  grylle*  GWYLOG  DDU 

1990:  Breeding  was  proved  at  Fedw  Fawr  Anglesey. 

1992:  No  breeding  sites  were  reported  on,  and  the  only  records  received  were  of  singles  off 
Gronant  Flint  on  Mar.  22nd,  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  Apr.  25th  and  and  Aug.  30th  and 
Skomer  on  Sept.  3rd,  and  Morfa  Harlech  Meirionnydd  on  Oct.  26th. 

LITTLE  AUK  Alle  alle*  CARFIL  BACH 

1990  &  1991:  Monthly  totals  during  the  2  years  in  Anglesey  and  Caernarfon  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

8  1  1  15  3 

Five  of  the  January  birds  were  picked  up  dead. 

1992:  In  Pembroke  one  passed  Strumble  Head  on  Jan.  16th,  5  on  Feb.  16th.  one  on  Oct.  3rd 
and  3  on  25th.  One  picked  up  dead  at  Borth  Ceredigion  on  Nov.  26th. 

PUFFIN  Fratercula  arctica  PAL 

In  Pembroke  5000-6000  pairs  bred  on  Skomer  and  30  at  the  North  Bishop:  1 1  birds  were 
seen  on  south  coast  sites  and  a  count  of  birds  ashore  on  Skokholm  recorded  2505.  No  other 
Welsh  colonies  reported  on. 

STOCK  DOVE  Columba  oenas  COLOMEN  WYLLT 

In  Brecon  3  winter  flocks  of  30-40  birds  noted  in  the  early  months  and  one  of  80  seen  on 
wheat  stubble  at  Llanhamlach  on  Dec.  31st.  In  Gwent  flocks  of  40+  in  February  and  2  of 
60+  at  the  year's  end.  Flock  counts  of  this  species  would  be  of  interest. 

TURTLE  DOVE  Streptopelia  turtur *  TURTUR 

1991:  A  total  of  6  recorded  in  Caernarfon  between  June  1st  and  Sept.  15th. 

1992:  Breeding  records  only  from  Gwent  with  one  pair  proved  and  5  other  males  present. 
Otherwise  a  scatter  of  records  between  May  6th  and  Oct.  12th  in  Glamorgan  (10), 
Carmarthen  (7).  Pembroke  ( c .  33),  Ceredigion  (1),  Montgomery  (1)  and  Meirionnydd 
(1).  None  was  seen  in  Brecon  or  Clwyd.  Where  available  monthly  totals  were: 

May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct. 

27  10  2  4  4  2 


BARN  OWL  Tyto  alba  *  TYLLUAN  WEN 

The  continuing  survey  in  Gwynedd  found  35  nests,  5  more  than  in  1991,  with  13  in  Ynys 
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Mon,  10  in  Caernarfon  and  12  in  Meirionnydd.  Althogether  11  sites  were  new,  20 
occupied  also  in  1991  and  7  of  the  30  sites  occupied  in  1991  were  not  occupied  in  1992. 
Brood  sizes  were  noted  as  follows: 

Brood  size  2  3  4  5  6  Mean 

Number  of  broods  6  5  8  1  2  3.45 

Similar  studies  are  now  in  progress  in  Clwyd,  Montgomery,  Ceredigion,  Brecon  and 
Gwent  ( Summary  by  Duncan  Brown). 

Other  breeding  reports  received  as  follows:  Glamorgan  (S  &  M):  a  continued  serious 
decline,  with  only  6  birds  reported  and  none  breeding;  Glamorgan  (W);  bred  at  Southgate, 
High  Pennard,  Glais  and  Felindre;  Pembroke:  breeding  status  unchanged;  Ceredigion:  20 
nests  recorded  and  seen  at  many  sites.  The  species  is  ‘flourishing’;  Brecon:  records  from  all 
parts  of  the  county  including  3  definite  and  one  probable  breeding  pair  but  no  report  from 
the  Beacons  NP;  Montgomery:  9  pairs  bred  and  one  pair  present  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Severn  and  Wye  Valleys.  See  also  the  paper  on  page  67. 

LITTLE  OWL  Athene  noctua  TYLLUAN  FACH 

Little  information  received  but  recorded  in  6  sites  in  Gwent,  2  sites  at  Kenfig  Glamorgan, 
8  sites  in  Brecon  with  successful  breeding  in  2,  3  sites  in  Anglesey  and  one  in  Flint.  This 
greatly  underestimates  true  status  in  Wales. 

TAWNY  OWL  Strix  aluco  TYLLUAN  FRECH 

In  Clwyd  Forest  District  15  out  of  50  artificial  nest  sites  were  occupied  and  mean  b/s  was 
2.33,  with  a  mean  fledged  b/s  of  1.80  WRSG  Newsletter  No.  2.  No  other  information 
received  for  this  very  common  Welsh  species. 

LONG-EARED  OWL  Asio  otus *  TYLLUAN  GORNIOG 

Breeding  or  breeding  season  records  received  were  as  follows:  Glamorgan:  a  pair  with  2 
juveniles  at  Mynydd  Rhiw  Gregan  on  July  4th;  Carmarthen:  one  at  Ffairfach  on  Apr.  28th; 
Ceredigion:  one  caught  in  a  mist-net  at  Cors  Fochno  on  July  28th;  Meirionnydd:  a  pair 
bred  in  Dyfi  Forest.  No  doubt  these  records  underestimate  the  true  status  in  Wales  of  this 
self-effacing  bird. 

A  winter  roost  on  Wentlooge  Levels  Glamorgan  held  a  max.  of  9  during  January  to 
March  and  3  during  October  to  December  but  only  one,  and  only  on  Feb.  7th,  was  seen  at 
the  Kenfig  roost.  There  was  one  in  Pembrey  Forest  Carmarthen  on  Jan.  4th  and  2  roosting 
at  Colby  Moor  Pembroke  on  24th,  with  one  at  Little  Milford  on  Dec.  22nd. 

SHORT-EARED  OWL  A.  flammeus*  TYLLUAN  GLUSTIOG 

A  desk  survey  revealed  16  probable  and  7  possible  breeding  pairs  altogether  in  Wales, 
although  this  species  is  notoriously  difficult  to  locate  when  breeding  and  the  true  figure 
could  be  higher.  Between  3  and  5  pairs  were  found  on  the  recently  afforested  Llanbrynmair 
Moor  Montgomery,  3  of  which  certainly  bred,  and  up  to  5  pairs  were  found  on  Skomer 
Pembroke,  3  rearing  6  young.  Young  forestry  plantations  held  39%  of  pairs,  heather  moor 
26%  and  grass  moor  or  heather/bracken  moor  17%.  {Summary  by  Iolo  Williams). 

Small  numbers  on  the  coast  until  May  10th  and  from  Oct.  5th,  in  Glamorgan, 
Carmarthen,  Pembroke  and  Ceredigion  but  the  largest  roosts  or  counts  noted  contained 
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only  a  max.  of  3  birds  —  in  Glamorgan  at  Kenfig  on  Jan.  1 1th  and  the  Burry  Inlet  on  Mar. 
30th  and  at  Penclacwydd  Carmarthen  in  March.  There  was  one  at  Llanrhidian  Glamorgan 
on  July  26th. 

NIGHTJAR  Caprimulgus  europaeus*  TROELLWR  MAWR 

The  1992  breeding  survey  recorded  a  total  of  193-197  territorial  males  or  pairs  in  107  sites 
in  Wales.  This  represents  an  increase  of  c.235%  in  birds  and  197%  in  occupied  sites  since 
the  1982  survey.  By  far  the  most  important  habitat  was  forestry,  in  clear-fell  or  young 
plantations,  and  67%  of  all  birds  were  found  on  Forestry  Commission  sites  alone.  This  shift 
to  forestry  has  resulted  in  Nightjars  becoming  largely  upland  birds  in  Wales.  The  full  results 
and  those  for  1982  for  comparison  are  tabulated  below.  Figures  supplied  by  Iolo  Williams 
and  Jon  Westlake. 


1992  1982  1992  1982 


County 

Males 

Sites 

Males 

Sites 

County 

Males 

Sites 

Males 

Sites 

Anglesey 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Glamorgan 

33-42 

22 

7 

6 

Brecon 

14 

7 

4 

1 

Meirionnydd 

41 

19 

9 

9 

Caernarfon 

20 

8 

2 

2 

Monmouth 

28 

16 

26 

10 

Carmarthen 

5 

4 

2 

2 

Montgomery 

7 

5 

0 

0 

Ceredigion 

5 

4 

3 

2 

Pembroke 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Denbigh 

26 

15 

1 

1 

Radnor 

11 

4 

0 

0 

Flint 

2 

2 

0 

0 

TOTAL 

193-197 

107 

57 

36 

SWIFT  Apus  apus  GWENNOL  DDU 

Extraordinarily  early  arrivals  were  one  watched  for  15  minutes  at  Ynyslas  Ceredigion  on 
Feb.  8th  and  one  at  Point  of  Ayr  Flint  on  9th,  which  was  presumably  the  same. 

KINGFISHER  Alcedo  atthis  GEAS  Y  DORLAND 

Very  little  systematic  work  done  on  this  fairly  widespread  breeding  species  in  1992  but.  in 
Montgomery,  breeding  was  recorded  on  Rs.  Mule,  Bechan,  Mochdre,  Rhiw,  Severn  and 
Vyrnwy.  One  at  Skomer  Pembroke  on  July  28th  was  only  the  second  record  for  the  island. 

HOOPOE  Upupa  epops*  COPOG 

1990  &  1991:  There  were  2-3  in  Anglesey  and  3  in  Caernarfon  during  the  2  years,  in 
March  ( 1 ),  April  (2),  June  (1-2)  and  October  ( 1 ). 

1992:  An  interesting  arrival  on  Apr.  21st,  with  singles  at  Oxwich  Glamorgan  and  St. 
Govan’s  Head.  Barafundle,  Saundersfoot  and  Mathry  Pembroke.  Elsewhere  singles  at 
Abergavenny  Gwent  in  early  March,  Llanbadarn  Fawr  Ceredigion  on  Apr.  29th.  Tor-yr- 
foel  Brecon  on  May  5th,  Dinas  Pembroke  on  14th  and  Coed  y  Brenin  Meirionnydd  on 
18th. 

WRYNECK  Jynx  torquilla *  PENGAM 

1990:  One  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  Oct.  19th. 

1991:  One  at  South  Stack  Anglesey  from  Oct.  22nd-27th. 

1992:  One  at  Sandy  Haven  Pembroke  on  May  18th.  In  autumn  there  were  c.  12  birds 
between  Sept.  1 1th  and  Oct.  8th  as  follows:  Gwent:  one  Porton  on  Sept.  20th:  Glamorgan 
(W):  singles  at  Murton  on  17th  and  Wern  Halog  and  Cwm  Ivy  on  20th;  Pembroke;  singles 
on  Skomer  on  Sept.  1 1th  and  20th-21st  and  c.  6  on  Skokholm  between  20th  and  Oct.  8th. 
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WOODLARK  Lullula  arborea *  EHEDYDD  Y  COED 

In  Pembroke  singles  at  Skomer  on  Oct.  18th  and  Strumble  Head  on  31st.  These  were  the 
only  records  received. 


SKYLARK  Alauda  an?ens  is  EHEDYDD 

In  Pembroke  15  pairs  were  counted  on  80  ha  of  heathland  at  Dowrog,  a  density  of  19 
pairs/Km2.  This  is  a  very  high  density  for  mainland  Wales,  where  breeding  numbers  are 
often  depressed  by  high  stocking  rates  of  sheep.  This  point  is  neatly  encapsulated  by  counts 
on  the  Pembroke  islands,  with  densities  of  24  pairs/Km2  on  Skokholm  (98  ha),  1 7  pairs/KM2 
on  Skomer  (294  ha)  and  only  5  pairs/KM2  on  Ramsey  (254  ha),  the  only  island  of  the  3  to 
carry  domestic  stock  (sheep  and  deer). 

There  was  an  unusually  large  winter  flock  of  c.  1000  at  Croesgoch  Pembroke  on  Jan. 
11th.  Concentrations  of  this  size  normally  only  occur  in  severe  winters. 

SHORELARK  Eremophila  alpestris*  EHEDYDD  Y  TRAETH 

1991:  Caernarfon:  one  at  Bardsey  on  Nov.  9th. 

SAND  MARTIN  Rip  aria  riparia  GWENNOL  Y  GLENNYDD 

Few  systematic  counts  of  breeding  colonies  received  but  there  was  a  total  of  10  pairs  in  3 
sites  in  Glamorgan  (S  &  M)  and,  in  Carmarthen,  1370  nests  were  counted  along  the  R. 
Tywi  between  Llandovery  and  Carmarthen  and  there  were  71  in  the  RSPB 
Dinas/Gwenffrwd  reserve.  In  Montgomery  70  pairs  in  one  colony  at  Dolydd  Hafren  were 
washed  out  in  a  summer  storm,  a  reminder  of  how  vulnerable  Sand  Martins  nesting  along 
Welsh  rivers  can  be;  about  22  pairs  were  noted  on  the  R.  Vyrnwy.  In  Clwyd  colonies  of  30 
nests  were  noted  at  Nannerch  and  of  20  nests  downstream  of  Llangollen. 

Passage  roosts  were  reported  from  Glamorgan,  with  a  max.  of  70  at  Kenfig  on  Aug. 
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30th,  and  Brecon,  with  max.  of  200  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  Apr.  27th  and  300  on  Aug.  20th 
and  200  in  Brecon  on  July  31st. 

SWALLOW  Hirundo  rustica  GWENNOL 

One  at  Point  of  Ayr  Flint  on  Feb.  5th  was  an  exceptionally  early  arrival.  One  picked  up  at 
Flint  on  Mar.  22nd  had  been  dead  for  2-4  weeks  and  was,  perhaps,  the  same  bird.  A  late  bird 
at  Aberarth  Ceredigion  on  Nov  30th. 

RICHARD’S  PIPIT  Anthus  novaeseelandiae*  CORHEDYDD  RICHARD 

In  Pembroke  singles  at  Skomer  on  Mar.  1 1th  and  Skokholm  from  Nov  6th-9th.  One  trapped 
and  ringed  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  Sept.  27th. 

RED-THROATED  PIPIT  A.  cervinus *  CORHEDYDD  GYDDFGOCH 

Single  birds  at  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan  on  May  3rd  and  Skokholm  Pembroke  on  Sept. 
17th  and  27th. 

ROCK  PIPIT  A.  petrosus  CORHEDYDD  Y  GRAIG 

In  Pembroke  53  pairs  bred  on  Skokholm  and  28  on  Ramsey.  No  other  Welsh  breeding  areas 
reported  on. 

WATER  PIPIT  A.  spinoletta *  CORHEDYDD  Y  DWR 

In  Glamorgan  there  were  singles  at  the  Taff/Ely  Estuary  on  Jan.  12th,  the  Ogmore  Estuary 
from  Mar.  30th-Apr.  6th  and  another  there  from  Nov.  3rd  into  1993.  Two  at 
Llanishen/Lisvane  Res.  from  Oct.  30th-Nov.  1st.  One  at  Herbrandston  Pembroke  on  Nov 
5th.  In  Gwent  singles  at  Gobion  on  Apr.  4th  and  Peterstone  on  Oct.  28th/29th. 

YELLOW  WAGTAIL  Motacilla  flava  *  SIGLEN  FELEN 

Breeding  records  came  only  from  Gwent,  Brecon,  Montgomery  and  Flint.  In  Brecon  there 
were  single  pairs  or  territorial  males  along  R.  Usk  at  Pencelli  Mire  and  Scethrog,  2  breeding 
pairs  and  a  male  at  Llangorse  Lake  and  12-15  territories  in  the  Wye  valley  between  Llyswen 
and  Glasbury.  Records  in  the  latter  area  included  c.  6  pairs  feeding  young  in  a  very  large 
field  of  standing  wheat,  at  least  one  and  probably  2  males  of  which  had  blue  heads. 
Although  the  observers  were  not  satisfied  that  these  birds  were  of  the  race  flava  as  opposed 
to  colour  variants  of  flavissima ,  see  the  incidence  of  other  races  below.  In  Flint  small 
numbers  bred  at  Shotwick  fields.  In  Montgomery  4  pairs  bred  at  Dolydd  Hafren  and  pairs 
also  bred  along  the  R.  Severn  from  Aberhafesp  to  Caersws.  In  Gwent  breeding  proved  at 
Gobion  only. 

The  only  sizeable  passage  flocks  were  reported  from  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan 
(S  &  M),  with  a  max.  of  20  on  Aug.  24th,  and  at  Glasbury  Brecon,  with  a  max.  of  55  on 
July  26th.  Elsewhere,  apart  from  counts  of  up  to  3  in  spring  and  1 1  in  autumn  in  Pembroke, 
where  the  last  was  seen  on  the  late  date  of  Nov.  5th,  passage  birds  were  scarce.  Thus  only 
one  was  seen  in  Glamorgan  (W),  at  Crofty  on  Aug.  28th,  only  4,  2  in  July  and  2  in 
September,  were  seen  in  Carmarthen,  only  3  in  spring  and  one  in  autumn  in  Ceredigion 
and  none  in  Meirionnydd.  It  was  a  good  year  for  records  of  unusual  races  as  follows: 

M.  f  flava  (Blue-headed).  Singles  in  Pembroke  at  Skokholm  on  May  6th,  22nd  and  29th, 
Skomer  on  14th  and  a  pair  at  Treleddyd  on  June  2nd  and  a  male  on  July  7th.  One  at 
Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on  June  1st,  one  near  Usk  Gwent  on  May  14th,  and  3  at  Bardsey 
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Caernarfon  during  May  10th-23rd. 

M.f  cinereocapilla  (Ashy-headed).  One  at  Skomer  Pembroke  during  May  17th-20th. 

M.f  thunbergi  (Grey-headed).  One  at  Skokholm  Pembroke  on  June  25th. 

M.  f  feldegg  (Black-headed).  A  male  at  Ynyslas  Ceredigion  on  May  24th. 

GREY  WAGTAIL  M.  cinerea  SIGLEN  LWYD 

Some  systematic  counts  of  breeding  pairs  of  this  widespread  Welsh  breeding  bird  were: 
Gwent/Brecon:  21  pairs  on  the  Grwyne  Fawr/Fechan  system  in  the  Black  Mountains.  Of 
these  2  were  triple-brooded  and  2  double-brooded;  Brecon:  1 1  pairs  on  streams  within  the 
MoD  ranges  on  Mynydd  Eppynt  and  15  pairs  along  the  R.  Irfon  from  Garth  to  the  Devil’s 
Staircase.  A  scarce  breeder  in  Anglesey  but  2  pairs  bred  in  the  Llangefni  area. 

WAXWING  Bomby  cilia  garrulus*  CYNFFON  SID  AN 

One  in  a  garden  at  Cimla,  Neath  Glamorgan  from  Mar.  1st- 14th.  In  Carmarthen  2  at 
Llanelli  on  Jan.  19th  and  one  on  Mar.  4th  and  5th,  2  at  Burry  Port  in  mid  January  and  one  in 
Carmarthen  on  Leb.  10th  were  the  first  county  records  since  November  1975. 

DIPPER  Cinclus  cinclus  BRONWEN  Y  D&R 

Some  systematic  counts  of  this  widespread  breeding  bird  of  Welsh  rivers  were; 
Gwent/Brecon:  26  pairs  on  the  Grwyne  Lawr/Lechan  system  in  the  Black  Mountains;  14 
were  double-brooded  and,  whilst  13  nests  failed,  a  total  of  94  young  were  reared.  Brecon:  9 
pairs  raised  8  young  along  the  R.  Irfon  and  tributaries  from  Garth  to  Llanwrtyd  and  5  pairs 
were  found  on  streams  within  the  MoD  ranges  on  Mynydd  Eppynt  and  3  pairs  raised  4 
young  in  Brecon  town.  Montgomery:  breeding  noted  on  Rs.  Dulas,  Trannon,  Camo,  Rhiw, 
Leinion,  Bechan,  Mochdre  and  Mule.  In  Anglesey  none  was  found  on  a  3TO  Waterways 
survey  on  the  Afon  Cefni  for  the  first  time  in  8  years. 

NIGHTINGALE  Luscinia  megaryhnchos*  EOS 

1991:  Caernarfon:  one  singing  at  Great  Orme  Head  on  May  31st. 

1992:  Singles  in  Pembroke  at  Strumble  Head  on  May  14th,  Skokholm  on  27th,  singing  at 
Mamhilad  Gwent  from  May  22nd  to  end  June,  and  one  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  May 
25th. 

BLUETHRO AT  L.  svecica  *  BRONLAS 

1989:  The  Radnor  record  was  at  Knighton  not  near  Kington. 

1992:  A  male  at  Skokholm  Pembroke  on  Sept.  27th. 

BLACK  REDSTART  Pheonicurus  ochropus*  TINGOCH  DU 

1991:  In  Anglesey  and  Caernarfon  there  were  records  for  Jan.  (1),  Leb.  (1),  Mar.  (1),  May 
(1),  June  (1),  Oct.  (c.  6)  and  Nov.  (2). 

1992:  A  scattering  of  winter  records  noted  at  each  end  of  the  year  in  Gwent  (4), 
Glamorgan  (c.  12),  Carmarthen  (c.  6),  Pembroke  (6),  Ceredigion  (2)  and  Caernarfon 
(1).  Most  were  seen  in  December,  when  records  included  up  to  4  at  Uskmouth  Gwent  from 
Nov.  15th  to  end  year  and  3  near  Rhosili  Glamorgan  on  the  23rd  and  26th;  records  were 
otherwise  of  singles.  A  small  spring  passage  was  noted  from  Mar.  4th  to  May  29th  and  a 
similar  autumn  passage  from  Oct.  6th  to  end  November.  Records  included  2  or  3  at  Borth 
Ceredigion  on  Nov.  15th.  All  passage  records  were  for  coastal  counties  except  one  at 
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Danyfan  Brecon  on  Mar.  4th  and  one  at  Newtown  Montgomery  on  Oct.  20th. 

REDSTART  P.pheonicurus  TINGOCH 

Some  systematic  breeding  counts  of  this  common  Welsh  summer  visitor  were: 
Carmarthen:  c.  30  pairs  on  the  RSPB  Dinas/Gwenffrwd  reserve;  Brecon:  a  min.  of  53 
pairs  on  the  MoD  ranges  on  Mynydd  Eppynt.  There  was  a  late  bird  in  Pembroke  on  Nov. 
6th. 

WHINCHAT  Saxicola  rubetra  CREC  Y  EITHIN 

Some  systematic  counts  for  this  widespread  Welsh  summer  visitor  were:  Brecon:  a  min.  of 
33  pairs  on  the  MoD  ranges  on  Mynydd  Eppynt;  30  territorial  males  on  250  ha  of  boggy 
rough  pasture  around  Llanwrtyd  Wells,  a  density  of  12  pairs/Km2. 

STONECHAT  S.  torquata  CLOCHDAR  Y  CERRIG 

There  was  a  scattering  of  breeding  reports  from  Gwent,  Glamorgan,  Ceredigion,  Brecon, 
Montgomery,  Meirionnydd,  Anglesey,  and  Clwyd.  The  records  give  a  poor  idea  of  true 
status  but  do  suggest  that  the  species’  numbers  may  still  be  depressed  by  the  severe  spell  in 
early  February  1991,  although  a  continued  increase  was  noted  in  Meironnydd. 

A  bird  showing  the  characters  of  one  the  eastern  races,  maura  or  stejnegeri,  at 
Skokholm  Pembroke  from  Sept.  30th  to  Oct.  2nd. 

WHEATEAR  Oenanthe  oenanthe  TINWEN  Y  GARN 

Some  systematic  counts  of  this  common  Welsh  summer  visitor  were:  Carmarthen:  345 
pairs  on  26.5  Km2  of  open  sheepwalk  on  Mynydd  Du  above  the  top  wall  line,  a  density  of  13 
pairs/Km2  (RSPB).  A  similar  count  in  1978  recorded  281  pairs  in  less  thorough  coverage. 
This  is  probably  the  best  site  in  Wales  for  this  species  and  is  particularly  attractive  to 
Wheatears  because  of  the  down-like  sward  of  the  hill  and  the  many  outcrops  of  rock  and 
scree.  Pembroke:  censuses  of  the  islands  recorded  11  pairs  on  Skokholm,  12  on  Skomer 
(c/40  in  1991)  and  25  on  Ramsey;  Brecon:  a  min.  of  34  pairs  on  the  MoD  ranges  on 
Mynydd  Eppynt. 

RING  OUSEL  Turdus  torquatus  MWYALCHEN  Y  MYNYDD 

In  Carmarthen  an  RSPB  survey  of  26.5  Km2  of  open  sheepwalk  on  Mynydd  Du 
above  the  top  wall  line  found  8  pairs,  compared  to  17  in  1978.  Few  other  records 
received  from  the  Welsh  breeding  range  but  recorded  in  one  site,  although 
breeding  not  proved,  in  Glamorgan  (S  &  M),  where  the  species  is  always  scarce. 

REDWING  T.  iliacus  COCH  DAN-ADEN 

A  roost  at  Gwsaney  Clwyd  reached  a  max.  of  10,000  in  December.  This  was  the  only  major 
concentration  noted  and  flocks  of  this  species  (and  Fieldfare)  appeared  to  be  few  and  small 
at  both  ends  of  the  year. 

CETTES  WARBLER  Cettia  cettia*  TELOR  CETTI 

Records  suggested  a  total  of  32  territorial  males  in  South  Wales  as  follows:  Glamorgan:  a 
Common  Birds  Census  at  Oxwich  marsh  indicated  a  total  of  18  singing  males  and  breeding 
was  proved;  Carmarthen:  2  singing  males  at  Witchett  Pool  in  March  and  3  in  June/July, 
one  at  Burry  Port  in  March/ April  and  one  at  Ffrwd  Fen  NR  in  May/June;  Pembroke:  2  pairs 


48 


bred  in  one  site;  Pembroke/Ceredigion:  at  least  5  singing  males  in  the  Teifi  marshes. 
Elsewhere  a  male  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  from  Mar.  15th-30th  and  in  the  same  site  at  the 
end  of  the  year  were  the  first  county  records;  a  first  winter  female  trapped  at  Kenfig  Pool 
Glamorgan  on  Oct.  1st  stayed  to  8th  and  single  migrants  at  Skomer  Pembroke  on  Mar. 
28th  and  Oct.  22nd. 

GRASSHOPPER  WARBLER  Locustella  naevia*  TROELLWR  BACH 

Some  systematic  counts  of  this  fairly  widespread  Welsh  breeding  bird  were:  Glamorgan:  8 
‘reeling’  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  Apr.  26th  and  12  on  May  3rd;  Pembroke:  13  pairs  located  on  80 
ha  of  heathland  at  Dowrog;  Brecon:  10-14  singing  males  in  the  Brecon  part  of  Crychan 
Forest,  a  high  count,  and  4  on  250  ha  of  rough  pasture  around  Llanwrtyd;  Anglesey:  7 
singing  males  at  Llyn  Alaw  and  3  along  the  Afon  Cefni  at  Llangefni. 

SAVES  WARBLER  L.  luscinioid.es *  TELOR  SAVI 

One  in  the  Teifi  marshes  Ceredigion/Pembroke  on  Apr.  22nd  was  the  first  record  for 

Ceredigion. 

AQUATIC  WARBLER  Acrocephcilus  paludicola*  TELOR  Y  D\pR 

Singles  trapped  and  ringed  at  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan  on  Aug.  6th  and  10th  and  an 
unringed  bird  watched  there  on  Sept.  13th. 

SEDGE  WARBLER  A.  schoenobanus *  TELOR  YR  HESG 

The  only  breeding  areas  reported  on  were  in  Brecon  where  there  was  an  influx  of  at  least  10 
singing  males  holding  territory  in  3  sites  in  the  north  of  the  county,  where  breeding  rarely 
occurs.  There  were  also  11-13  pairs  at  Llangorse  Lake,  3  at  Y  Gors,  Trecastle,  and  6  at  Gors 
Llwyn,  the  largest  count  of  breeding  birds  in  the  county  for  some  years. 

On  passage  an  autumn  max.  of  150  at  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan  on  Aug.  6th. 

REED  WARBLER  A.  scirpaceus*  TELOR  Y  CRYS 

Breeding  sites  were  reported  on  in  Glamorgan,  with  39  adults  and  61  juveniles  trapped  on  a 
Constant  Effort  Site  at  Oxwich  marsh  between  May  3rd  and  Aug.  29th  and  breeding  also 
noted  at  Kenfig.  Baglan  Pool  and  Eglwys  Nunnydd  Res,  Brecon,  with  89  singing  males  at 
Llangorse  Lake,  the  only  county  site,  and  Meirionnydd,  where  bred  in  the  usual  2  sites.  It 
does  not  breed  in  Montgomery  but  one  was  seen  at  Dolydd  Hafren  on  Sept.  16th. 

ICTERINE  WARBLER  Hippolcus  icterinci*  TELOR  AUR 

Singles  at  Skomer  Pembroke  on  May  20th  and  Sept.  25th. 

MELODIOUS  WARBLER  H.  polyglotta  *  TELOR  PER 

One  Cors  Caron  Ceredigion  on  Sept.  28th,  the  first  county  record.  Singles  trapped  at  Barsey 
Caernarfon  on  Aug.  7th  and  10th. 

DARTFORD  WARBLER  Sylvia  undata  *  TELOR  DARTFORD 

One  at  Uskmouth  Gwent  from  Nov.  28th  into  1993,  the  second  County  record. 

SUB  ALPINE  WARBLER  5.  cantillans*  TELOR  BRONGOCH 

In  Pembroke  single  males  at  Skokholm  on  May  15th  and  Skomer  on  14th  and  22nd. 
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TELOR  RHESOG 


BARRED  WARBLER  S.  nisoria* 

In  Pembroke  2  at  Skokholm  on  Sept.  30th  and  one  on  Oct.  4th. 

LESSER  WHITETHROAT  S.  curruca  LLWYDFRON  EACH 

As  a  breeding  bird  continues  to  increase  and  spread  in  Ceredigion  and  there  was  a  singing 
male  at  Trawsfynydd  Meirionnydd  on  June  6th.  Otherwise  the  breeding  population  not 
reported  on  but  there  was  an  extraordinary  record  of  one  at  Cathays,  Cardiff  Glamorgan  on 
Dec.  24th. 

GARDEN  WARBLER  S.  borin  TELOR  YR  ARDD 

A  winter  record  —  one  trapped  and  ringed  at  Bosherston  Pembroke  in  February. 

BLACKCAP  S.  atricapilla  TELOR  PENDDU 

Wintering  records  only  are  given  for  this  common  summer  visitor.  These  were  received 
from  Glamorgan,  with  a  total  of  c.  24  for  the  2  winter  periods,  mainly  in  suburban  gardens 
in  Cardiff;  Carmarthen:  at  least  8  in  January  /February  but  none  at  the  end  of  the  year; 
Pembroke:  20-30  at  Stackpole  and  4  at  Goodwick  in  January/  February  and  singles  at  St. 
David’s  and  Goodwick  in  December;  Ceredigion:  wintering  at  Aberarth,  Cardigan.  Beulah 
and  Aberystwyth  in  December;  Montgomery:  2  wintering  in  Newtown;  Anglesey:  a  male 
wintering  in  a  garden  at  Dwyran  at  the  end  of  the  year;  Denbigh:  males  in  January  at 
Llandulas  and  Rhos-on-Sea.  These  records  are  probably  incomplete  but  no  definitely 
wintering  birds  were  noted  in  Brecon  or  Meirionnydd. 

PALLAS'S  WARBLER  Phylloscopus proregulus*  TELOR  PALLAS 

One  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  Oct.  8th. 

YELLOW-BROWED  WARBLER  Ph.  inornatus *  TELOR  AEEFELYN 

1990:  A  second  bird  was  seen  along  the  Glamorgan  Canal  at  Cardiff  Glamorgan  on  Oct. 
8th. 

1991:  There  were  2,  not  one,  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  Oct.  12th. 

1992:  In  Pembroke  singles  at  the  South  Bishop  on  Sept.  28th.  the  Gann  on  Oct.  9th  and  St. 
Bride’s  on  10th.  One  at  Wentlooge  Industrial  Estate,  Cardiff  Glamorgan  from  Dec.  6th  to 
1993,  2  ringed  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  Oct.  8th  with  singles  there  on  9th  and  10th. 

CHIFFCHAFF  Ph.  collybita  SIFF-SAFF 

Wintering  birds  only  are  given  for  this  common  breeding  summer  visitor.  These  were; 
Glamorgan  (S  &  M):  6  birds  in  the  early  months  and  26  at  the  end  of  the  year; 
Carmarthen:  2  birds  in  February  and  8  in  December  including  5  together  at  Cydweli  S/F; 
Pembroke:  5-10  at  Stackpole  and  2  at  Crymych  in  January /February  and  singles  at 
Westfield  and  the  Teifi  marshes  in  December;  Flint:  2  at  Connah’s  Quay  S/F  on  Feb.  15th. 
None  were  found  wintering  in  Brecon,  Montgomery  or  Meirionnydd  and  no  reports  from 
other  counties. 

WILLOW  WARBLER  Ph.  trochilus  TELOR  YR  HELYG 

In  Pembroke  nesting  territories  were  reduced  to  fewer  than  50%  of  previous  years’  levels  at 
the  Pengelli  Forest  census  site.  Many  other  observers  commented  on  a  decline  but  not  more 
exactly. 
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FIRECREST  Regulus  ignicapilus*  DRYW  PENFFLAMGOCH 

No  breeding  birds  noted  at  the  former  breeding  site  in  Montgomery  and  no  information 
received  from  Gwent.  Otherwise  a  total  of  24-26  recorded  in  Glamorgan  (4),  Pembroke 
(14-15),  Caernarfon  (4-5),  and  Anglesey  (2).  The  records  for  Pembroke  included  3-4 
wintering  at  Stackpole  in  January  and  up  to  3  at  Westfield  Pill  in  November/December; 
there  was  one  at  Skomer  on  May  30th  and  one  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  July  29/30th.  Three 
records  undated,  otherwise  only  on  autumn  passage  from  Sept.  29th.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 
4-5  0001010  194  6 

RED-BREASTED  FLYCATCHER  Ficedula  parva  GWYBEDOG  BRONGOCH 

Singles  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  June  lst/2nd  and  Sept.  29th. 

PIED  FLYCATCHER  F.  hypoleucci  GWYBEDOG  BRITH 

Two  systematic  counts  for  this  widespread  Welsh  breeding  summer  visitor  were: 
Carmarthen:  310  pairs  in  nest-boxes  on  the  RSPB  Dinas/Gwenffrwd  reserve; 
Montgomery:  600+  pulli  ringed  at  the  RSPB  Lake  Vyrnwy  reserve. 

BEARDED  TIT  Panurus  biarmicus *  TITW  BARFOG 

In  Glamorgan  2  females  at  Kenfig  Pool  from  Nov.  13th- 19th  and  a  male  Dec.  5th-7th;  5 
including  2  males,  at  Oxwich  marsh  on  Oct.  18th  and  birds  heard  there  on  Dec.  23rd.  In 
Carmarthen  3  at  Witchett  Pool  on  Oct.  12th.  One  heard  at  Uskmouth  Gwent  on  Nov.  28th. 

PENDULINE  TIT  Remiz pendulums*  TITW PENDIL 

One  at  Llyn  Rhos  Ddu  Anglesey  on  Oct.  21st. 

GOLDEN  ORIOLE  Oriolus  oriolus*  EURYN 

1990:  One  at  Porth  Mendwy  Caernarfon  on  May  20th. 
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1991:  One  long  dead  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  July  19th. 

1992:  One  at  Coed  y  Bedw  Pentyrch  Glamorgan  on  June  7th;  in  Pembroke  singles  at  St. 
David’s  on  Apr.  19th,  Marloes  on  May  6th  and  Skomer  from  1 4th- 1 6th;  one  near 
Llangynidr  Brecon  on  May  24th,  the  first  county  record  since  1899.  A  female  at  Bardsey 
Caernarfon  on  27th  and  a  male,  perhaps  2,  on  28th. 

RED-BACKED  SHRIKE  Lanius  collurio*  CIGYDD  CEFNGOCH 

1991:  A  male  at  South  Stack  Anglesey  on  July  5th  and  6th. 

1992:  Singles  at  Rosehill  marsh  Ceredigion  on  Sept.  14th,  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  21st, 
Freshwater  West  Pembroke  on  27th  and  Newtown  Montgomery  on  Nov.  4th. 

GREAT  GREY  SHRIKE  L.  excubitor*  CIGYDD  MAWR 

1991:  One  at  Bodedem  Anglesey  on  Nov  3rd. 

1992:  A  total  of  11  recorded  in  Gwent  (1),  Glamorgan  (2),  Ceredigion  (1),  Brecon  (5), 
Montgomery  (1)  and  Denbigh  (1).  Noted  in  the  early  months  until  Mar.  9th  and  the  first 
autumn  bird  was  on  Oct.  15th.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

2  2  3  2  2  3 

WOODCHAT  SHRIKE  L.  senator *  CIG\ DD  PENGOCH 

Singles  at  Dowrog  Pembroke  on  June  6th  and  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  7th. 

CHOUGH  Pyrrhocorax  pyrrhocorax  BRAN  GOESGOCH 

A  survey  of  the  Welsh  breeding  population  recorded  a  total  of  150  breeding  or  probably 
breeding  pairs,  27  possibly  breeding  pairs  and  97  non-breeding  birds.  The  results  are 
detailed  in  full  in  a  paper  on  page  77.  At  the  Craig  yr  Aderyn  roost  in  Meirionnydd  there 
were  monthly  max.  of: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

39  46  36  31  nc  nc  40  47  47  62  43  53 

ROOK  Corvus  frugilegus  YDFRAN 

In  Ceredigion  in  an  area  of  600  Km2  north  of  grid  line  70,  59  rookeries  holding  a  total  of 
2466  nests  were  recorded.  Average  colony  size  was  42  and  the  largest  still  at  Aberllolwyn, 
with  200  nests.  The  total  was  the  highest  recorded  in  18  years  of  surveying  this  population 
and  the  count  was  considered  very  accurate,  as  severe  winter  gales  in  1991/92  had  left  very 
few  old  nests  remaining  in  many  colonies  by  February.  (Summary  by  Arthur  Chater). 

HOODED  CROW  C.  corone  comix *  BRAN  LWYD 

1991:  A  hybrid  Hooded/Carrion  Crow  at  Dwyran  Anglesey  from  Dec.  26th-30th. 

1992:  Single  birds  in  Pembroke  at  Strumble  Head  on  Apr.  18th  and  Skomer  on  May  2nd,  at 
Aberystwyth  Ceredigion  on  Feb.  23rd  (not  a  hybrid),  at  Penmaenpool  Meirionnydd  on 
Apr.  19th,  Llyn  Alaw  Anglesey  on  Sept.  5th  and  St.  Asaph  Flint  on  Mar.  2nd. 

RAVEN  C.  corax  CIGFRAN 

In  mid  Wales  117  occupied  territories  were  examined  and  the  final  outcome  of  breeding 
noted.  Mean  first  egg  date  in  26  nests  was  Mar.  4th,  mean  c/s  for  39  full  first  clutches  was 
4.82  and  for  4  replacements  was  5.0;  113  pairs  built  nests  and  74  reared  young  at  the  first 
attempt,  with  a  mean  fledged  or  near  fledged  b/s  of  2.92  per  successful  pair.  Eleven  pairs 
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losing  a  first  nest  made  a  second  attempt  and  4  reared  8  young.  Thus  1  17  territories 
produced  224  young.  In  Clwyd  1 1  successful  nests  had  a  min.  of  38  eggs  and  32  young. 
WRSG  Newsletter  No.  2. 

The  largest  flocks  noted  were  22  at  Llandybie  Carmarthen  on  Oct.  1 1  th  and  30  at 
Llanwrtyd  Brecon  on  Aug.  29th,  with  41  on  the  MoD  rubbish  tip  on  Mynydd  Eppynt  on 
Nov.  8th. 

STARLING  Sturnus  vulgaris  DRUDWEN 

Major  roost  counts  were  received  from  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan,  with  a  max.  of  6000  on 
Dec.  26th  and  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon,  with  max.  of  3500  on  July  6th,  5000  on  Nov.  29th 
and  15,000  on  Dec.  13th. 

An  extraordinary  record  from  Anglesey  involved  300  found  dead  or  dying  on  the  road 
near  Llyn  Llywenan  on  Nov.  2nd,  apparently  as  a  direct  result  of  collision  with  a  vehicle  or 
through  diving  to  road  level  to  avoid  a  predator  and  then  being  run  over. 

ROSE-COLOURED  STARLING  5.  roseus*  DRUDWEN  WRIDOG 

A  juvenile  at  Kenfig  NR  and  Sker  Farm  Glamorgan  from  Sept.  20th-Oct.  4th. 

TREE  SPARROW  Passer  montanus *  GOLF  AN  Y  MYNYDD 

1991:  The  max.  counts  in  Carmarthen  were  23  at  Pont  Cilsan  on  Aug.  13th  and  30  at 
Rhosmaen  on  July  15th,  not  as  published. 

1992:  Some  sizable  winter  flocks  were  noted  in  Brecon,  with  130  in  roots  near  Garth  during 
January /February,  44  on  spilt  grain  at  Glasbury  on  Mar.  28th  and  100+  on  roots  at  Brecon 
on  Dec.  20th,  in  Flint,  with  up  to  200  on  stubble  at  Llanasa  in  January  and  25  at 
Gwaenysgor  on  Feb.  12th,  and,  in  Gwent,  20-35  at  Pandy  during  Nov.  15th-20th. 

It  is  not  clear  whether  these  flocks  represent  winter  concentrations  of  local  breeding 
populations  or  are  of  winter  visitors  to  Wales  but  breeding  data  were  very  sparse.  There 
were  pairs  in  2  sites  in  Glamorgan  (W),  a  small  breeding  population  in  the  Tywi  valley 
between  Dryslwyn  and  Manordeilo  Carmarthen,  where  the  largest  post  breeding  flock  was 
40  at  Ffairfach  on  Sept.  28th,  9  pairs  in  5  sites  in  Brecon,  and,  in  Flint,  breeding  was 
proved  by  2  pairs  at  Flint  and  possible  by  one  at  Llanasa.  These  records  underestimate  the 
breeding  population  but  the  species  is  scarce  in  Ceredigion,  where  2  remained  around  a 
barley  field  at  Llandewi  Brefi  during  spring  and  early  summer,  and  in  Anglesey,  where  one 
wintered  in  a  garden  near  Llyn  Traffwll  in  the  early  months. 

CHAFFINCH  Fringilla  coelebs  JI-BINC 

Winter  flocks  only  are  reported.  The  largest  noted  were  150  at  Telpyn  Carmarthen  on  Mar. 
6th,  2  flocks  of  c.  500  on  linseed  stubble  at  Marloes  and  at  Newgale  Pembroke  in 
December,  300  on  roots  at  Garth  Brecon  on  Jan.  1st  and  150  on  linseed  stubble  at  Talgarth 
in  November/December,  and  up  to  200+  on  stubble  at  Llanasa  Flint  in  January.  Clearly 
these  figures  are  very  incomplete  but  they  give  some  idea  of  the  scale  of  wintering  flocks 
present.  Linseed  is  an  increasing  crop  in  arable  areas  and  its  stubbles  a  prime  attraction  for 
finches  (and  Stock  doves).  Some  very  large  movements  were  noted  in  autumn  at  Lavernock 
Point  Glamorgan,  with  max.  of  1747  in  2.08  hours  from  dawn  on  Oct.  7th  and  2300  in  3 
hours  on  1 1th. 
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BRAMBLING  F.  montifringilla  PINC  Y  MYNYDD 

Another  poorish  year  for  the  species.  The  most  significant  flocks  noted  were,  in  Pembroke, 
c.  60  in  linseed  stubble  at  Roch  Gate  and  up  to  25  at  a  bird-table  at  Scolton  in  January,  30  at 
Llandewi  Brefi  Ceredigion  on  Nov.  6th,  in  Brecon  40-50  by  Patrishow  Church  on  Feb.  7th 
and  30+  on  linseed  stubble  at  Talgarth  on  Nov.  14th  (but  not  later)  and,  in  Clwyd,  150  at 
Pentre  Mawr  Park  on  Dec.  5th  and  c.  200  roosting  at  Gwsaney  on  24th.  Very  few  elsewhere 
except  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon,  where  a  good  autumn  passage  resulted  in  326  being  ringed 
in  October;  over  1500  were  counted  there  during  the  month. 

A  male  singing  on  Ruabon  Moor  Denbigh  on  June  21st. 

GREENFINCH  Carduelis  chloris  LLINOS  WERDD 

Very  little  systematic  information  on  this  common  species  received  but  it  is  apparently 
declining  as  a  breeding  bird  in  north  and  west  Brecon.  Some  winter  flock  counts  were  120 
at  Sker  Farm  Glamorgan  on  Jan.  24th  and  Nov.  19th  and  150  on  linseed  stubble  at  Talgarth 
Brecon  on  Nov.  14th. 

GOLDFINCH  C.  carduelis  NICO 

A  few  winter  and  passage  flocks  only  for  this  widespread  species.  Heavy  passage  was  noted 
in  early  October  at  Lavemock  Point  Glamorgan,  with  max.  of  700  on  9th  and  1000  in  3 
hours  on  11th.  In  Brecon  the  largest  post-breeding  flocks  were  180  at  Llangorse  Lake  on 
Sept.  13th  and  80  at  Glasbury  on  19th.  In  Carmarthen  2  large  winter  flocks,  of  130  at 
Pembrey  on  Jan.  17th  and  350  at  Pendine  on  Nov.  17th. 

SISKIN  C.  spinus  PILA  GWYRDD 

Some  systematic  counts  of  breeding  birds  for  this  widespread  species  of  Welsh  forests  came 
from  Brecon,  with  c.  25  pairs  on  the  MoD  ranges  on  Mynydd  Eppynt  and  12  pairs  in  the 
Crychan  Forest.  The  largest  winter  flock  noted  was  100  at  Cathedine  Brecon  on  Jan.  26th. 
Elsewhere,  although  the  records  are  very  incomplete,  the  impression  was  that  such  flocks 
were  rather  sparse. 

LINNET  C.  cannabina  LLINOS 

Some  passage  and  winter  flocks  are  given  as  available.  This  species  is  declining  steeply  in 
much  of  Britain  and  such  flock  counts  may  be  a  useful  measure  of  abundance  over  time. 
Glamorgan:  500  at  the  Rhymney  Estuary  and  700  at  Aberthaw  on  Sept.  22nd  and  250+  at 
Sker  on  Oct.  6th;  Carmarthen:  150  at  Pendine  on  Sept.  17th;  Brecon:  50  at  Garth  and  100 
at  Lower  Brechfa  in  January,  150  at  Garth  on  Mar.  15th  and  50  there  on  Nov.  15th; 
Anglesey:  a  roost  of  120  at  Malltraeth  on  Aug.  24th;  Flint:  30  at  Llanasa  on  Jan.  24th  and 
200  on  Dec.  22nd.  Major  flocks  in  Gwent  were  150  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  during  October- 
December,  250+  at  Crucomey  on  Oct.  12th  and  150+  near  Abergavenny  on  13th. 

TWITE  C.  flavirostris  *  LLINOS  Y  MYNYDD 

1990:  Five  near  Holyhead  Anglesey  on  Nov.  10th  and  8  on  17th  and  18th. 

1991:  Five  at  Nant  Ffrancon  Caernarfon  on  May  15th. 

1992:  One  at  Llandulas  Denbigh  on  Jan.  30th  and,  at  Flint  marsh  Flint,  c.  10  on  Feb.  2nd, 
20+  on  Mar.  3rd  and  10+  on  Nov.  29th.  One  at  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  Oct.  16th. 

Five  at  Machlyn  Caernarfon  on  Aug.  11th  but  breeding  sites  in  Meirionnydd  were 
not  reported  on. 
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CROSSBILL  Loxia  curvirostra*  GYLFIN  GROES 

Following  the  lack  of  spruce  cones  noted  in  the  1991  Report,  only  small  numbers  reported 
as  follows:  Glamorgan  (S  &  M):  a  few  scattered  records  in  forest  during  the  year  but  no 
breeding  records;  Carmarthen:  present  in  Pembrey  Forest  until  May  9th,  with  a  max.  of  26 
on  Feb.  16th;  Pembroke:  4  at  Ludchurch  on  Apr.  19th  and  one  in  Pantmaenog  Forest  on 
May  28th;  Brecon:  15  in  the  Crychan  Forest  on  Mar.  15th  and  6  on  Oct.  11th,  a  family 
party,  presumed  locally  bred,  at  Llangynidr  on  May  16th,  17  in  Halfway  Forest  on  Aug. 
28th  and  a  pair  at  Garth  Bank  on  Dec.  31st;  Ceredigion:  12  at  Ffostrasol  on  Apr.  13th  and  5 
on  20th,  a  pair  at  Pysgotwr  Fawr  on  May  5th,  a  female  at  Llanrhystud  on  15th,  one  at 
Devil’s  Bridge  on  Nov.  24th  and  4  singles  at  Ynyshir  during  the  year  with  8  on  Oct.  13th; 
Meirionnydd:  3  over  Llanegryn  on  Apr.  5th.  By  contrast  2  flocks  of  30  and  one  of  20  in  the 
early  months  in  Gwent,  where  breeding  was  proved  at  Wentwood  and  possible  in  3  other 
sites;  up  to  50  in  2  areas  during  October-December. 

SCARLET  ROSEFINCH  Carpodacus  erythrinus*  GYLFINDEW BRONGOCH 

In  Pembroke  singles  at  Newport  from  Jan.  lst-4th  and  at  Skomer  on  May  20th.  2  at 
Skokholm  on  June  16th,  one  staying  to  18th.  Singles  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  June  6/7 th, 
9/1 0th,  12th  and  Sept  21st  were  different  birds. 

HAWFINCH  Coccothraustes  coccothraustes*  GYLFINBRAFF 

Only  4  reports  of  this  elusive  bird  received,  in  Glamorgan,  with  a  max.  of  6  at  Tongwynlais 
on  Nov.  27th  and  5  birds  at  Cyncoed  in  February  and  March,  in  Carmarthen,  with  one  at 
Pen-y-Banc  from  Apr.  22nd  into  May  and  in  Clwyd,  with  2  at  Gwsaney  on  Dec.  23rd. 

LAPLAND  BUNTING  Calcarius  lapponica*  BRAS  Y  GOGLEDD 

1990:  One  at  Great  Orme  Caernarfon  on  Nov.  5th. 

1991:  Caernarfon:  2  at  Great  Orme  on  Oct.  6th  and  one  on  27th.  one  at  Bardsey  on  12th 
and  2  at  Aber  on  20th. 

1992:  Singles  at  Sker  Farm  Glamorgan  on  Oct.  26th  and  27th  and  at  nearby  Kenfig  Pool  on 
Nov.  15th.  In  Pembroke  singles  at  Skokholm  on  Sept.  27th-29th,  Oct.  5th  and  Nov.  13th 
and  at  Strumble  Head  on  Oct.  8th.  One  at  Fairbourne  Meirionnydd  on  Sept.  27th-29th,  one 
at  Shotwick  fields  Flint  from  22nd-24th  and  2  there  on  28th. 

SNOW  BUNTING  Plectrophenax  nivalis*  BRAS  YR  EIRA 

1990:  Additional  records  were  of  singles  at  Little  Orme  Caernarfon  on  Mar.  18th  and 
Aberdysynni  Meirionnydd  on  Apr.  29th,  making  a  total  of  only  5  seen  during  the  year.  The 
wintering  bird  in  Glamorgan  in  1990/91  was  at  East  Aberthaw  not  Sker. 

1991:  A  total  of  13  in  Anglesey  (2)  and  Caernarfon  (11),  in  Jan.  (4),  Mar.  (1),  Apr.  (1), 
Oct.  (5)  and  Nov.  (2). 

1992:  A  small  wintering  group  of  5-6  at  Towyn  Denbigh  up  to  Mar.  6th  and,  in  Flint,  5  at 
Point  of  Ayr  on  Oct.  30th  and  up  to  7  in  December  and  7  at  Gronant  on  Dec.  27th. 
Otherwise  few  records.  On  the  coast  there  was  one  at  Ynyslas  Ceredigion  on  Feb.  19th  and. 
in  Pembroke,  2  at  Skokholm  on  Sept.  29th/30th,  with  singles  there  from  Oct.  lst-1 1th,  29th 
and  Nov.  28th  and  on  Ramsey  on  Oct.  26th. 

Inland  singles  in  Brecon  at  Craig  Cwm  Oergwm  on  Feb.  24th  (a  male)  and  near  Pen  y 
Fan  on  Apr.  4th  and  a  pair  in  the  upper  Tywi  valley  Ceredigion  on  21st. 
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ORTOLAN  BUNTING  Emberiza  hortulana*  BRAS  Y  GERDDI 

In  Glamorgan  one  at  Rhoose  Point  on  June  17th  and  a  remarkable  record  of  7  at  Lavemock 
Point  on  Sept.  1 2th/l  3th.  In  Pembroke  one  at  Skomer  on  Sept.  1 1  th/1 2th,  a  series  of  records 
from  Skokholm,  probably  involving  2  birds,  from  16th-30th  and  singles  at  Strumble  Head 
on  Oct.  1 2th  and  16th.  One  at  Shotwick  Flint  on  Sept  8th. 

BLACK-HEADED  BUNTING  E.  melanocephala*  BRAS  PENDDU 

One  at  Llanarmon-yr-Ial  Clwyd  on  June  9th  and  10th. 


CORN  BUNTING  Milaria  calandra*  BRAS  YR  YD 

In  Pembroke  one  on  Skokholm  on  May  31st  and  a  singing  male  at  Llanycefn  on  22nd  but 
not  subsequently.  Otherwise  only  in  Flint,  where  a  survey  of  arable  fields  in  the 
Shotwick/Sealand  areas  recorded  9  singing  males;  singing  males  were  also  noted  at 
Sandycroft  and  there  was  a  roost  of  27  birds  near  Queensferry  on  Nov.  27th. 
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A  REPORT  ON  BIRD  RINGING  IN  WALES  DURING  1992 


PETER  HOWLETT  National  Museum  of  Wales,  Cathays  Park,  Cardiff.  CF1  3NP 

INTRODUCTION 

This  report  follows  the  same  format  as  that  in  1991.  Ringing  effort  in  1992  was  very 
similar  to  that  of  1991  and  as  a  result  there  are  some  interesting  changes  apparent  between 
the  years. 

It  is  now  clear  that  the  annual  response  has  levelled  out  providing  the  totals  with  some 
uniformity.  Any  major  change  in  the  commoner  species  is  going  to  be  caused  by  real 
changes  in  their  populations  or  for  some  species  by  good  spring  or  autumn  migration 
periods.  Hopefully  there  will  be  something  of  interest  for  all  who  read  this  report  not  just 
ringers  themselves. 


METHODS  OF  ENQUIRY  AND  RESPONSE 
The  report  is  based  on  the  data  received  from  ringers  who  responded  to  a  letter  sent  out 
in  February  1993.  Ringers  were  asked  to  supply  ringing  totals  for  the  year,  indicate  any 
major  change  in  effort  for  any  species  and  give  details  of  any  interesting  recoveries  or 
controls  received  during  the  year.  This  information  is  supplied  voluntarily  and  my  thanks  go 
to  all  those  who  take  the  trouble  to  send  in  the  details  requested. 

Replies  were  received  from  40  ringers  and  7  groups,  virtually  the  same  as  in  1991. 
Attempts  to  obtain  totals  from  ringers  living  outside  Wales,  who  run  nest  box  schemes,  has 
met  with  little  success.  However,  I  do  not  think  the  general  ringing  totals  suffer  greatly  from 
this  omission. 


THE  RINGING  TOTALS 

Table  1  gives  the  ringing  totals  for  1992  compared  with  1991.  The  1991  totals  are 
amended  from  last  year’s  report  to  include  seabirds  ringed  on  Skomer.  The  1992  full  grown 
total  (35283)  shows  only  a  4%  increase  on  1991  (33994)  whilst  the  1992  pullus  total 
(17159)  shows  a  11.5%  increase  on  1991  (15388).  Altogether  155  species  were  ringed  in 
1992  compared  with  145  in  1991.  Rare  or  unusual  species  handled  in  1992  included  Spotted 
Crake,  Purple  Sandpiper,  Black-tailed  Godwit,  Long-eared  Owl,  Subalpine  Warbler, 
Pallas’s  Warbler,  Red-backed  Shrike  and  Crossbill. 

In  comparing  the  totals  for  the  2  years  most  changes  are  due  to  one  of  the  following 
reasons.  A  species’  population  is  showing  a  genuine  increase  or  decrease  or  conditions 
during  spring  and  autumn  migration  (e.g.  large  numbers  of  migrants  grounded  by  adverse 
weather  will  result  in  higher  totals)  or  an  increase  or  decrease  in  ringing  effort. 

Species  for  which  the  first  reason  applies  inlcude  Red  Kite,  Common  Tern,  Little  Tern 
and  all  the  tits  (except  Coal),  all  showing  a  welcome  increase.  However,  Dipper  shows  a 
worrying  decline  for  the  fifth  consecutive  year.  There  are  also  some  early  indications  that 
Reed  Warbler  and  Whitethroat  may  be  declining. 

Species  that  fall  into  the  second  category  include  Blackbird,  Redwing,  Sedge  Warbler. 
Chiffchaff,  Willow  Warbler,  Spotted  Flycatcher,  Chaffinch  and  Brambling.  The  ringing 
totals  from  Bardsey  Bird  Observatory  show  the  most  effect  from  varying  weather  conditions 
during  spring  and  autumn  passage,  as  they  depend  totally  on  the  numbers  of  birds  grounded 
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TABLE  1:  SYSTEMATIC  LIST  OF  BIRDS 


1991  1992 


Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Little  Grebe 

5 

- 

2 

- 

Great  Crested  Grebe 

- 

- 

3 

- 

Fulmar 

5 

6 

8 

6 

Manx  Shearwater 

925 

47 

472 

223 

Storm  Petrel 

131 

- 

146 

- 

Leach's  Petrel 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Cormorant 

- 

279 

- 

392 

Shag 

3 

270 

2 

213 

Grey  Heron 

- 

24 

- 

33 

Mute  Swan 

50 

17 

45 

31 

Whooper  Swan 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Greylag  Goose 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Canada  Goose 

71 

- 

102 

- 

Shelduck 

4 

- 

- 

- 

Mallard 

7 

1 

16 

2 

Teal 

4 

- 

3 

- 

Pintail 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Tufted  Duck 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Shoveler 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Scaup 

4 

- 

- 

- 

Goosander 

4 

- 

1 

24 

Red-br.  Merganser 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Red  Kite 

- 

61 

- 

93 

Hen  Harrier 

- 

26 

- 

51 

Sparrowhawk 

21 

26 

18 

21 

Goshawk 

- 

33 

- 

39 

Buzzard 

- 

47 

3 

67 

Kestrel 

- 

91 

3 

96 

Merlin 

3 

51 

- 

59 

Hobby 

- 

4 

- 

7 

Peregrine 

- 

69 

- 

42 

Water  Rail 

17 

- 

- 

7 

Spotted  Crake 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Coot 

3 

- 

3 

1 

Moorhen 

12 

- 

5 

1 

Oystercatcher 

581 

25 

531 

30 

Little  Ringed  Plover 

33 

54 

7 

17 

Ringed  Plover 

79 

11 

43 

6 

Grey  Plover 

1 

- 

16 

- 

Golden  Plover 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Lapwing 

14 

52 

- 

83 

Knot 

2 

- 

8 

- 

Sanderling 

- 

- 

3 

- 

Purple  Sandpiper 

- 

- 

3 

- 

Dunlin 

1285 

- 

1472 

- 

Jack  Snipe 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Snipe 

2 

- 

5 

1 

Woodcock 

4 

- 

1 

3 

Whimbrel 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Curlew 

- 

1 

40 

1 

Black-tailed  Godwit 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Bar-tailed  Godwit 

2 

- 

1 

- 

Spotted  Redshank 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Redshank 

579 

3 

291 

- 

Green  Sandpiper 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Common  Sandpiper 

5 

12 

11 

- 

Turnstone 

47 

- 

81 

- 

Black-headed  Gull 

119 

293 

31 

287 

RINGED  IN  WALES  DURING  1991  AND  1992 


1991  1992 


Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Common  Gull 

10 

- 

- 

- 

Less-blk  Backed  Gull 

- 

875 

16 

476 

Herring  Gull 

27 

656 

15 

341 

Gt-blk  Backed  Gull 

- 

46 

- 

98 

Kittiwake 

86 

137 

25 

11 

Common  Tern 

- 

306 

- 

555 

Little  Tern 

- 

38 

- 

78 

Guillemot 

6 

311 

14 

355 

Razorbill 

65 

134 

45 

318 

Little  Auk 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Puffin 

82 

108 

120 

128 

Stock  Dove 

2 

7 

- 

5 

Woodpigeon 

14 

5 

7 

3 

Collared  Dove 

38 

- 

13 

1 

Turtle  Dove 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Cuckoo 

6 

- 

2 

4 

Barn  Owl 

12 

103 

16 

93 

Little  Owl 

5 

- 

3 

2 

Tawny  Owl 

13 

33 

11 

32 

Short-eared  Owl 

- 

9 

- 

5 

Long-eared  Owl 

- 

- 

5 

- 

Nightjar 

1 

1 

3 

- 

Swift 

37 

- 

40 

- 

Kingfisher 

28 

- 

32 

- 

Wryneck 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Green  Woodpecker 

4 

- 

6 

- 

Gt  Sp.  Woodpecker 

9 

- 

20 

4 

Less.  Sp.  Woodpecker 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Skylark 

8 

1 

9 

11 

Sand  Martin 

680 

- 

982 

- 

Swallow 

1856 

325 

921 

344 

House  Martin 

136 

- 

26 

- 

Richard’s  Pipit 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Rock  Pipit 

27 

58 

14 

11 

Tree  Pipit 

10 

- 

2 

- 

Meadow  Pipit 

139 

121 

52 

84 

Yellow  Wagtail 

5 

- 

1 

4 

Grey  Wagtail 

25 

166 

30 

165 

Pied  Wagtail 

269 

47 

224 

64 

Dipper 

57 

528 

83 

267 

Wren 

604 

11 

768 

9 

Dunnock 

502 

13 

527 

9 

Robin 

958 

69 

1045 

24 

Nightingale 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Black  Redstart 

2 

- 

2 

- 

Redstart 

59 

117 

39 

85 

Whinchat 

7 

207 

13 

276 

Stonechat 

23 

34 

32 

54 

Wheatear 

99 

234 

66 

169 

Ring  Ouzel 

13 

8 

1 

4 

Blackbird 

1043 

21 

787 

88 

Fieldfare 

17 

- 

1 

- 

Song  Thrush 

308 

22 

245 

21 

Redwing 

220 

- 

169 

- 

Mistle  Thrush 

8 

16 

5 

40 

Cetti's  Warbler 

- 

- 

9 

- 

Grasshopper  W. 

83 

- 

90 

- 

58 


1991  1992 


Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Aquatic  Warbler 

5 

- 

2 

- 

Sedge  Warbler 

1535 

- 

1345 

6 

Reed  Warbler 

1538 

- 

989 

5 

Great  Reed  Warbler 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Melodious  Warbler 

1 

- 

2 

- 

Subalpine  Warbler 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

51 

- 

57 

- 

Whitethroat 

483 

6 

354 

5 

Garden  Warbler 

189 

- 

203 

1 

Blackcap 

526 

- 

654 

- 

Yellow-br.  Warbler 

2 

- 

2 

- 

Pallas’s  Warbler 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Wood  Warbler 

13 

18 

41 

60 

Chiffchaff 

869 

5 

1244 

6 

Willow  Warbler 

3053 

66 

2258 

37 

Goldcrest 

177 

- 

744 

- 

Firecrest 

3 

- 

3 

- 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

221 

21 

76 

34 

Pied  Flycatcher 

794 

5606 

597 

6923 

Red-br.  Flycatcher 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Long-tailed  Tit 

297 

- 

349 

5 

Marsh  Tit 

46 

11 

81 

32 

Willow  Tit 

52 

- 

80 

1 

Coal  Tit 

461 

112 

490 

128 

Blue  Tit 

4284 

1646 

5678 

2070 

Great  Tit 

1212 

1002 

2537 

1157 

Nuthatch 

53 

157 

90 

120 

1991  1992 


Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Treecreeper 

89 

4 

85 

6 

Golden  Oriole 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Red-backed  Shrike 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Jay 

20 

- 

32 

- 

Magpie 

20 

40 

32 

47 

Chough 

3 

35 

- 

63 

Jackdaw 

4 

25 

27 

45 

Carrion  Crow 

3 

33 

2 

52 

Rook 

- 

- 

19 

- 

Raven 

- 

183 

- 

191 

Starling 

1711 

12 

1095 

8 

House  Sparrow 

63 

- 

99 

4 

Tree  Sparrow 

13 

39 

7 

27 

Chaffinch 

1748 

8 

2597 

16 

Brambling 

7 

- 

338 

- 

Greenfinch 

1511 

- 

1955 

4 

Goldfinch 

158 

13 

109 

6 

Siskin 

258 

- 

348 

- 

Linnet 

104 

61 

63 

9 

Redpoll 

183 

11 

76 

- 

Crossbill 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Bullfinch 

253 

- 

278 

4 

Scarlet  Rosefinch 

- 

- 

3 

- 

Yellowhammer 

41 

1 

46 

6 

Reed  Bunting 

297 

3 

263 

4 

TOTAL  33994  15388  35283  17159 


by  adverse  weather.  If  there  is  good  passage,  as  with  Brambling  last  year,  then  the  numbers 
of  birds  caught  can  be  large.  The  Observatory  had  only  ringed  265  Bramblings  before  1992 
and  then  ringed  326  during  a  spell  of  good  migration  in  October.  Chaffinch  and  Chiffchaff 
show  an  increase  for  similar  reasons.  However  numbers  of  Blackbirds,  Redwings,  Sedge 
Warblers,  Willow  Warblers  and  Spotted  Flycatchers  were  well  down  on  1991  because 
weather  conditions  during  each  species’  peak  migration  time  favoured  unhampered 
movement. 

There  are  several  species  where  ringing  effort  has  changed  from  1991.  Little  Ringed 
Plover,  Swallow,  House  Martin,  Meadow  Pipit  and  Starling  all  show  reduced  totals  from 
reduced  ringing  effort,  while  Greenfinch  showed  yet  another  increase  due  to  more  winter 
ringing.  The  seabird  ringing  on  Skomer  is  dictated  by  the  research  programmes  carried  out 
in  any  one  year,  this  led  to  reduced  totals  for  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull,  Herring  Gull  and 
Kittiwake. 

It  is  also  worth  drawing  attention  to  the  slight  recovery  of  Goldcrest  numbers  after  the 
crash  in  the  winter  of  1990/91,  the  total  being  up  from  177  to  744.  Blackcap  could  be 
another  species  on  the  increase,  the  rise  of  128  in  the  total  not  being  explained  by  either 
increased  effort  or  by  exceptional  migration. 

Some  totals  are  affected,  albeit  slightly,  through  the  cost  of  ringing.  An  A  ring  (the  ring 
size  that  goes  on  most  small  passerines)  now  costs  12p  and  the  ring  a  wader  such  as 
Oystercatcher  takes  costs  32p.  Such  costs  can  limit  the  number  of  birds  many  individual 
ringers  can  ring.  There  are  no  general  subsidies  on  ring  prices,  although  auk  rings  are  free 
and  some  other  seabirds  do  have  slight  rebates,  there  is  also  a  rebate  for  all  rings  used  on 
Constant  Effort  Sites  (CES).  These  subsidies  have  little  effect  on  the  annual  cost  to  most 
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rinsers  and  their  totals  reflect  a  commitment  all  too  often  ignored  by  organisations 
subsequently  using  the  data. 


RINGING  PROJECTS 

With  reported  effort  much  the  same  as  in  1991  there  was  little  change  in  the  projects 
undertaken.  The  Little  Ringed  Plover  study  on  the  R.  Tywi  was  terminated  and  there  was 
less  success  with  the  cannon-netting  on  the  Wentlooge  Levels  this  year,  resulting  in  fewer 
Redshank  being  caught. 

1992  saw  a  further  increase  in  the  number  of  raptor  chicks  ringed  (475  cf  408  in  1991), 
all  species  except  Peregrine  and  Sparrowhawk  showing  an  increase.  For  the  latter  2  species  I 
believe  the  change  is  due  to  change  in  effort  rather  than  poor  breeding  success.  It  is  also 
good  to  see  die  Red  Kite  total  nudging  close  to  100  chicks. 

Reed  beds  came  in  for  close  scrutiny  again  in  1992.  The  Kenfig  project  continued, 
joined  this  year  by  projects  at  Llangloffan  Fen  in  Dyfed  and  several  other  reed  bed  sites  in 
Pembrokeshire.  Despite  this  effort  the  Reed  Warbler  total  was  down  on  1991.  Whether  this 
reflects  a  real  decrease  only  time  will  tell.  The  1992  total  is  still  more  than  the  1990  total 
(989  c/851)  and  it  may  be  that  1991  total  was  exceptional. 
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SELECTED  RINGING  RECOVERIES 

Another  good  selection  of  recoveries  this  year.  Continued  effort  in  projects  involving 
migrants  has  seen  further  international  recoveries,  the  project  to  catch  wintering  birds  in 
Senegal  has  resulted  in  several  movements  of  Sand  Martin  and  Sedge  Warbler  between 
there  and  Wales.  The  ringing  station  at  Icklesham  in  Sussex  has  also  contributed  to  the 
number  of  recoveries  with  a  substantial  number  of  species  being  caught  there;  some  50- 
60,000  birds  are  ringed  there  each  year. 

The  ringing  scheme  relies  as  much  on  the  general  public  reporting  ringed  birds  as  it 
does  on  ringers.  Any  person  finding  a  ringed  bird  should  send  the  details  to  the  BTO  or 
alternatively  they  can  send  the  details  to  me  at  the  Museum  (address  at  the  beginning  of  this 
report)  and  I  will  pass  them  on. 

The  selected  recoveries  listed  below  were  received  during  1992.  Recoveries  are 
arranged  by  species,  with  ringing  details  on  the  first  line  and  recovery  details  on  the  second. 
The  symbols  and  conventions  used  are  defined  below;  age  is  given  according  to  the  Euring 
code,  the  figures  DO  NOT  represent  years.  Scientific  names  are  given  in  the  main 


Systematic  list. 

Age  when  ringed: 

Manner  of  recovery: 

1 

pullus  (=  nestling  or  chick) 

X 

found  dead 

2 

fully  grown,  year  of  hatching  unknown 

XF 

found  freshly  dead  or  dying 

3 

hatched  during  calender  year  of  ringing 

XL 

found  dead  (not  recent) 

4 

hatched  before  calender  year  of  ringing 

+ 

shot  or  intentionally  killed  by  man 

but  exact  year  unknown 

+F 

shot  or  intentionally  killed  by  man-fresh 

5 

hatched  during  previous  calender  year 

SR 

found  sick  or  injured-released  with  ring 

6 

hatched  before  previous  calender  year  but 

V 

alive  and  probably  healthy,  caught  and  released 

exact  year  unknown 

not  by  a  ringer 

7 

definitely  hatched  2  years  before  year  of 

VV 

as  V  but  sighting  in  field  (includes  colour  mark 

ringing 

records) 

8 

hatched  more  than  2  calender  years 

R 

caught  and  released  by  ringer 

before  year  of  ringing 

B 

as  R  -  breeding 

RR 

as  VV  but  by  a  ringer 

Sex: 

BB 

as  RR  -  nesting 

M 

-  male,  F  =  female 

manner  of  recovery  unknown 

Great  Crested  Grebe 

HT  32747  4  29.01.92  Borth,  Dyfed. 

XF  14.06.92  Nanpantan  Reservoir,  Loughborough.  Leicestershire. 

193km  E  137  days. 

The  shallow,  sandy  bays  of  north  and  mid  Wales  are  wintering  grounds  for  many  grebes  but  we  have 
little  information  as  to  their  origins.  Some  at  least  are  breeding  birds  from  eastern  Britain. 

Manx  Shearwater 


FC46908  3  08.09.89  Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

X  ca.08.91  Grand  Lahou,  Ivory  Coast.  5°9'N  5° l'W.  5290km  S. 

Bardsey's  second  Manx  Shearwater  to  Africa,  not  the  usual  wintering  grounds  for  this  species. 
Cormorant 

L06247  1  18.06.88  Puffin  Island,  Anglesey. 

XF  19.04.92  He  de  Re,  Charente-Maritime,  France.  46°  09'N  1°  16'W. 
821km  S  1400  days. 
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This  was  the  most  southerly  recovery  in  1992.  During  the  last  2  years,  however,  there  have  been  16 
recoveries  in  England,  from  Norfolk  to  Hampshire.  This  seems  to  be  a  definite  change  in  dispersal,  the 
reasons  unknown. 

Mute  Swan 


Z54185 

8F 

02.10.90 

Rhyl,  Clwyd. 

VV 

12.07.92 

Westport  Lake,  Burslem,  Staffs.  90km  E-SE  649  days. 

Z66513 

6M 

12.11.88 

Cannock,  Staffs. 

XF 

30.07.92 

St.  Dogmaels,  Cardigan,  Dyfed.  196km  W-SW  1356  days 

P24  Yellow 

? 

18.02.90 

Tamworth,  Staffs. 

colour  ring 

VV 

26.08.90 

Sandwell,  Valley,  Birmingham. 

VV 

06.06.91 

Hereford. 

VV 

31.03.92 

River  Severn,  Worcester. 

VV 

09.06.92 

Llangorse  Lake,  Powys. 

VV 

06.09.92 

River  Severn,  Worcester. 

25km  W-SW;  75km  SW;  40km  E-NE;  75km  W-SW;  75km  E-NE. 


Another  selection  of  recoveries  showing  the  movements  of  birds  between  the  Midlands  and  Wales.  P24 
shows  the  value  of  colour  rings  on  birds,  many  of  the  Mute  Swans  ringed  in  Wales  now  have  such 
rings,  making  it  worthwhile  checking  any  that  are  seen. 

Canada  Goose 

5160351  1J  07.07.91  Llangorse  Lake,  Powys. 

V  29.06.92  Fanham  Gravel  Pits,  North  Yorkshire.  261km  NE  358  days. 

A  rather  longer  movement  than  many  that  have  been  reported  from  Wales  recently. 

Shelduck 

9098816  1  22.06.90  Pildammsparken,  Malmo,  Sweden.  55°  35'N  13°  0'E. 

X  (18.03.91)  Barry,  South  Glamorgan.  1170km  W-SW  269  days. 

GH46284  5M  01.01.91  Bangor  Harbour,  Gwynedd. 

XF  23.08.91  Insel  Tnschen,  Schleswig-Holstein,  Germany.  54°  4'N  8°  40'E. 

847km  E  234  days. 

GM964400  4  16.11.85  Bangor  Harbour,  Gwynedd. 

X  01.10.92  Schobuell,  Schleswig-Holstein,  Germany.  54°  30'N  9°  TE. 

872km  E  251 1  days. 

A  large  proportion  of  north-west  European  Shelduck  migrate  to  the  Waddenzee  region  of  Germany 
from  June  to  October  to  moult.  9008816  is  only  the  eleventh  movement  of  Shelduck  between  Sweden 
and  Britain. 

Pintail 

468861  3  03.08.89  Langenwerder,  Wismar,  Germany.  54°  18'N  1 1°  30'E. 

+F  20. 1 1 .90  Dee  Estuary,  Clwyd.  97 1  km  W  474  days. 

Small  numbers  of  Pintail  breed  in  Germany,  most  of  the  wintering  Pintail  in  Britain  come  from  Iceland 

Central  Wales. 

Central  Wales  (at  nest).  23  years  9  months. 

Central  Wales  (c.  10  days  from  fledging). 

N  of  Bala,  Gwynedd,  (wing  tags  read) 

Nr.  Salisbury,  Wiltshire,  (wing  tags  read) 

Present  untif  at  least  01.11 .92. 
c.  130km  N  40  days. 

180km  SE  22  days. 

Central  Wales  (just  about  to  fledge). 

Hewett  Gas  Platform,  40km  off  NE  Norfolk, 
c. 390km  E-NE  28  days. 

Stayed  3  hrs,  well  seen  and  wing  tags  read. 

SE  England.  English  release  scheme. 

Nr.  Llangadog,  Dyfed;  still  present  in  late  May. 

HW08418  is  the  oldest  Red  Kite  known  from  the  British  ringing  scheme.  HT42910  is  the  furthest  a 
Welsh  bred  Red  Kite  has  ever  travelled,  an  extraordinary  movement.  It  is  encouraging  that  a  bird  from 
the  English  release  scheme  has  found  its  way  into  Wales,  an  input  of  new  genes  into  the  Welsh  pool 
would  not  go  amiss. 


and  Russia. 

Red  Kite 

HW08418 

1 

08.06.68 

X 

06.08.92 

HT42905 

1 

21.06.92 

VV 

31.07.92 

VV 

22.08.92 

HT42910 

1 

21.06.92 

VV 

19.07.92 

tags  seen 

1 

07.91 

VV 

09.04.92 
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Hen  Harrier 


EP99235 

1M 

23.07.91 

Powys. 

R 

11.02.92 

Cliffe,  Rochester,  Kent.  314km  E-SE  203  days. 

British  Hen  Harriers  are  generally  non-migratory,  this  bird  stopped  just  short  of  leaving  for  Europe. 

Kestrel 

ER1 1979 

1 

17.06.91 

Llanwth,  Gwent. 

XF 

16.12.91 

Finistere,  France.  367km  S-SW  182  days. 

A  small  proportion  of  British-bred  Kestrels  move  abroad  in  their  first  winter,  birds  from  southern 

populations  being 

more  likely  to  do  so  than  northern  ones. 

Merlin 

DA63852 

1M 

30.06.91 

Black  Mtns.,  Powys. 

XL 

16.02.92 

Nr.  Towcester,  Northamptonshire.  150km  E  231  days. 

EP99200 

1 

02.07.91 

Powys. 

XF 

28.10.91 

At  sea  Great  Sole  Bank,  off  Cape  Clear,  Eire. 

510km  SW  118  days. 

Next  stop  for  EP99200  would  have  been  North  America! 

Peregrine 

GH65778 

IF 

07.06.89 

Nr.  Merthyr  Tydfil,  Glamorgan. 

XF 

19.08.92 

Hayle,  Cornwall.  220km  SW  1 169  days. 

It  is  not  known  whether  this  bird  had  settled  to  breed  in  Cornwall. 

Oystercatcher 

FA06512 

7 

13.02.83 

Morfa  Conwy,  Gwynedd. 

XF 

05.05.92 

List,  Sylt,  Nordfriesische  Inseln.  Germany.  55°  l'N  8°  26'E. 

823km  E  3369  days. 

FA06955 

7 

12.06.83 

Llanfairfechan,  Gwynedd. 

X 

08.03.92 

Brekstad,  Trondheim  Fjord,  Norway.  63°  50’N  9°  39'E. 

1413km  NE  3192  days. 

FA  1272- 

2 

25.09.83 

Ogwen,  Gwynedd. 

X 

01.04.92 

Hustad,  More  og  Romsdal,  Norway.  62°  58'N  7°  9'E. 

1265km  NE  3111  days. 

FA24030 

5 

21.06.86 

Wig,  Gwynedd. 

X 

02.06.92 

Orrevatnet,  Klepp,  Rogaland,  Norway.  58°  46’N  5°33'E. 

856km  NE  2173  days. 

SS62055 

4 

20.09.66 

Aber,  Gwynedd. 

=FR04742 

R 

07.12.80 

Ogwen.  Gwynedd. 

R 

25.09.83 

Ogwen,  Gwynedd. 

R 

21.10.90 

Llanfairfechan,  Gwynedd. 

R 

25.10.92 

Wig,  Gwynedd.  26  yrs.  1  month. 

SS62489 

5 

14.06.67 

Llanfairfechan,  Gwynedd. 

=FV02157 

R 

19.12.76 

Ogwen,  Gwynedd. 

=FA  12643 

R 

25.09.83 

Ogwen,  Gwynedd. 

R 

25.10.92 

Wig,  Gwynedd.  26yrs.  1  month. 

Wintering  Oystercatc'ners  in  Wales  are  largely  of  Scottish  and  Scandinavian  origin,  as  shown  by  the 
first  4  recoveries.  FA06512  may  well  have  been  on  its  way  back  to  Scandinavia  in  May.  SS62055  and 
SS62489  are  still  a  few  years  short  of  the  31  years  6  months  of  the  oldest  Oystercatcher  known  from  the 
British  ringing  scheme. 

Ringed  Plover 


NV32453 

3 

22.07.86 

North  Gare,  Teesmouth,  Cleveland. 

R 

07.12.91 

Morfa  Conwy,  Gwynedd.  232km  SW  1964  days. 

This  bird  gives  some  indication  of  the  origin  of  wintering  Ringed  Plovers  in  Wales. 
Dunlin 

BX41150 

5 

08.02.92 

Bangor  Harbour,  Gwynedd. 

R 

19.07.92 

Rassio,  Siilinjarvi,  Kuopio,  Finland.  63°  9'N  27°  42'E. 
2153km  NE  162  days. 

JN42873 

3 

03.09.91 

Ujscie  Wisly,  Gdansk,  Poland.  54°  22'N  18°  56'E. 

R 

09.10.91 

Ynyslas,  nr.  Borth,  Dyfed.  1536km  W  36  days. 

NS81652 

4M 

12.11.88 

Llanfairfechan,  Gwynedd. 

R 

23.07.92 

Sappi,  Luvia,  Turku-Pori,  Finland.  61°  29’N  21°  21'E. 
1766km  NE  1259  days. 
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NS84156  5  25.01.92  Rumney  Great  Wharf.  Cardiff.  Glamorgan. 

R  30.07.92  Gdansk,  Poland.  54°  22'N  1 8°  56’E.  1 509km  E-NE  1 87  days. 

A  good  selection  of  typical  Dunlin  movements. 

Curlew 

FA  12848  4  08.08.83  Aber,  Gwynedd. 

XF  02.05.92  Karinainen,  Turku-Pori,  Finland.  60°  40'N  22°  46'E. 

2119km  NE  3190  days. 

FR11365  4  29.10.82  Elanfairfechan.  Gwynedd. 

//  27.08.90  Kargopolsky  Region.  Arkangelsk.  Russia.  61°  29'N  38°  56'E. 

2718km  E  1859  days. 

FR1 1365  is  only  the  fourth  British  ringed  Curlew  to  be  recovered  in  the  former  Soviet  Union,  FA  12848 
is  also  quite  far  east. 

Redshank 

DK17681  4  30.09.89  Ogwen,  Gwynedd. 

X  25.06.92  Hveragerdi,  Ames,  Iceland.  64°  0'N  21°  12'W. 

1 547km  NW  999  days. 

An  Icelandic  breeding  bird  ringed  wintering  in  Wales. 

Black-headed  Gull 

EK60592  4  29.12.85  Criccieth,  Gwynedd. 

+  04.12.91  Greaker,  Osfold.  Norway.  59°  16'N  1 1°  2'E. 

1 178km  NE  2 166  days. 

It  is  fairly  unusual  for  birds  to  change  their  wintering  grounds  to  such  an  extent. 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

Flat  Holm  Island,  Glamorgan. 

La  Coruna,  Coruna,  Spain.  43°  22'N  8°  24'W. 

975km  S-SW  858  days. 

Flat  Holm  Island,  Glamorgan. 

Agadir,  Morocco.  30°  30'N  9°  40'W.  2383km  S  1029  days. 

Flat  Holm  Island,  Glamorgan. 

Sidi  Benoussi,  Casablanca,  Morocco,  33°  37'N  7°  35'W. 

2007km  S  596  days. 

Skokholm,  Dyfed. 

Geldinganes,  Iceland.  64°10'N  21°  48'W. 

1681km  NW  8306  days. 

A  typical  selection  of  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  movements,  to  and  from  their  wintering  grounds. 
Although  GP  16836  was  recovered  too  early  to  say  it  was  breeding  it  is  unlikely  that  a  23  year  old  bird 
would  pay  a  flying  visit  to  Iceland. 

Kittiwake 

EK15928  1  10.07.86  Inchkeith,  Fife. 

B  20.07.91  Puffin  Island,  Gwynedd.  307km  S  1 836  days. 

It  is  unusual  for  a  bird  to  breed  so  far  from  its  natal  area. 

Roseate  Tern 

XS52969  1  06.07.83  Anglesey. 

XL  30.08.91  lie  Aux  Dames,  France.  48°  35'N  3°  50'W. 

519km  S  2977  days. 

This  bird  had  presumably  been  breeding  on  lie  Aux  Dames  for  the  last  7  years.  A  bird  ringed  on 
Rockabill  in  1985  was  found  dead  on  the  same  day  at  the  same  site. 

Common  Tern 

Shotton  Steel  Works,  Clwyd. 

Off  Casamanche,  Senegal.  12°50'N  17°00'W. 

4657km  S-SW  177  days. 

Shotton  Steel  Works,  Clwyd. 

Rockabill,  Dublin,  Eire.  201km  W  742  days. 

Shotton  Steel  Works,  Clwyd. 
nr.  Grand-Lahou,  Ivory  Coast.  5°  9'N  5°  01'W. 

5341km  S  151  days. 

Shotton  Steel  Works,  Clwyd. 

at  Sea,  Guinea  Bissau.  1 1°  00’N  16°  00'W.  4741km  S  174  days. 

Lome,  Tago.  6°  10’N  1°  21'E.  5241km  S  393  days. 


GH57997 

8 

17.06.89 

X 

23.10.91 

GH82007 

1 

23.06.89 

V 

17.04.92 

GH90988 

1 

11.07.90 

X 

27.02.92 

GP16836 

1 

17.07.68 

+F 

14.04.91 

SX09949 


XR87688 


XR88006 


XR88314 


1 

V 


// 

1 

// 

1 

V 

V 


21.06.92 

15.12.92 

18.06.89 

30.06.91 

23.06.91 

21.11.91 

23.06.91 

14.12.91 
20.07.92 
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XR88405 


1  28.07.91  Shotton  Steel  Works,  Clwyd. 

//  03.02.92  lies  de  Los,  off  Conakry,  Guinea.  9°  00’N  13°  50'W. 

4953km  S  190  days. 

XR88430  1  28.07.91  Shotton  Steel  Works,  Clwyd. 

XF  1 9.06.92  Tema,  Ghana.  5°  4 1  ’N  0°  00' W.  5286km  S  327  days. 

A  good  set  of  tern  recoveries  on  their  wintering  grounds  off  west  Africa.  Of  particular  note  is  XR88314 
which  landed  on  fishing  boats  on  2  occasions  some  2500km  and  7  months  apart. 


Razorbill 

M27012  8  12.07.87  Skomer  Island,  Dyfed. 

XF  09.01 .91  Saintes  Maries  de  la  Mer,  France.  43°  27'N  4°  26'E. 

1174km  SE  1277  days. 

It  is  not  uncommon  for  British  Razorbills  to  be  found  wintering  on  the  Mediterranean  coast  of  France. 
Sand  Martin 


F965944  3  15.07.90  Nr.  Welshpool,  Powys. 

XF  12.05.91  Chellala  Dahrania,  Algeria.  32°  59’N  0°  l'E. 

2195km  S  301  days. 

H369074  3  17.07.91  Abergavenny,  Gwent. 

R  18.08.91  Charente-Maritime,  France.  673km  S-SE  31  days. 

As  well  as  this  bird  there  was  another  caught  in  France  and  2  caught  wintering  in  Senegal.  There  were 
also  6  movements  to  Icklesham,  Sussex.  F965944  may  well  have  been  in  poor  condition  as  May  is 
rather  late  to  be  that  far  south. 

Robin 

3593983  3  13.09.90  Neerpelt,  Belgium.  51°  13'N  5°  25'E. 

XF  11.02.91  Trevaughan,  Carmarthen.  Dyfed.  678km  W  151  days. 

Not  all  the  Robins  that  are  seen  in  gardens  in  winter  are  British! 

Blackbird 

RA08278  3M  27.11.88  Rhos-on-Sea,  Clwyd. 

R  16.08.92  Stordragen,  Kil,  Varmland,  Sweden.  1253km  NE  1358  days. 

Breeding  at  Stordragen  for  last  3  years. 

RJ51561  4M  17.11.91  Spurn  Head,  Humberside. 

R  26.01.92  Caerhun  Farm,  Caerhun,  Gwynedd.  283km  W  70  days. 

Both  these  birds  indicate  the  E  or  NE  origin  of  Blackbirds  wintering  in  Wales,  RA08278  a  Swedish 
breeder  and  RJ51561  a  passage  migrant  through  Britain. 

Fieldfare 


XB80073  6M  09.02.91  Pen  y  Fford,  nr.  Wrexham.  Clwyd. 

XF  25.04.91  Ilmatsalu.  Harju.  Estonia.  59°  27'N  25°  29'E. 

1889km  E-NE  75  days. 

This  bird  was  ringed  during  the  cold  spell  in  February  and  may  have  been  pushed  further  west  than  it 
might  normally  go. 

Sedge  Warbler 


3561618 

3 

25.08.89 

Etang  du  Trunvel,  Finistere,  France.  47°  54'N  4°  21’W. 

BB 

13.05.90 

Shotton  Clwyd.  596km  N  261  days. 

H256311 

3 

22.07.92 

Cork,  Eire. 

R 

07.08.92 

Kenfig  Pool,  Mid  Glamorgan.  297km  E  16  days. 

H256947 

4 

14.08.92 

Youghal,  Cork,  Eire. 

R 

15.08.92 

Oxwich,  Glamorgan.  261km  E  1  day. 

H368575 

3 

06.08.91 

Llangorse  Lake,  Powys. 

R 

21.08.91 

Poole  Harbour.  Dorset.  160km  SE  15  days. 

R 

17.05.92 

Llyn  Alaw,  Anglesey.  176km  NW  285  days. 

H397265 

3 

06.07.92 

River  Almond,  Lothian. 

R 

31.07.92 

Kenfig  Pool,  Mid  Glamorgan.  491km  S  25  days. 

H579305 

3 

31.07.92 

Llangennech,  Dyfed. 

R 

25.08.92 

Grouville,  Jersey,  Channel  Islands. 

311km  SE  25  days. 

A  good  selection  of  Sedge  Warbler  recoveries,  they  neatly  show  how  birds  have  a  southerly  or  easterly 
orientation  through  Wales.  Note  also  H256947,  the  261km  was  probably  covered  in  a  single  overnight 
hop.  As  well  as  the  above  there  were  4  movements  between  Senegal  and  Wales,  a  result  of  the  intensive 
winter  ringing  in  the  former. 
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Reed  Warbler 

B012030 

2 

05.07.81 

Kenfig  Pool,  Mid  Glamorgan. 

R 

06.08.92 

Kenfig  Pool,  Mid  Glamorgan.  0km  1 1  years  1  month 

H179376 

3J 

04.08.91 

Youghal,  Cork,  Eire. 

R 

09.06.92 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd.  224km  E-NE  310  days. 

H368094 

3J 

21.08.91 

Llangorse  Lake,  Powys. 

+ 

(02.12.92) 

Safi,  Morocco. 

Report  date  2232km  S-SW  469  days. 

BO  12030  is  the  oldest  Reed  Warbler  ringed  in  Britain,  the  bird  although  aged  as  a  2  would  have  been  an 
adult  and  would  therefore  be  at  least  12  years  old.  HI 79376  is  surprising  as  there  are  only  a  few  records 
of  Reed  Warbler  on  Bardsey  each  year  and  it  is  also  scarce  in  Eire. 

Whitethroat 

H106119  6F  31.05.91  Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

X  22.05.92  nr.  Port  William,  Dumfries  and  Galloway. 

HI 06295  5M  30.05.91  Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

R  12.04.92  Djoudi,  Fleuve,  Senegal.  16°  25'N  16°  18'W. 

HI 06295  is  the  first  recovery  of  a  British-ringed  Whitethroat  in  Africa,  it  may  have  already  started 
moving  north  by  April.  H 1 06 119  shows  again  the  westerly  origin  of  many  of  the  migrants  passing 
through  Wales. 

Blackcap 
H383791 

H786126 

The  huge  ringing  effort  at  Icklesham  has  resulted  in  many  recoveries  of  Welsh  ringed  birds  at  the  site, 
many  species  favouring  a  SE  move  across  Britain  before  heading  south  across  Europe. 

Pied  Flycatcher 


3J 

09.08.92 

Kenfig  Pool,  Mid  Glamorgan. 

X 

12.09.92 

Loire  Atlantique,  France. 

3M 

21.07.92 

Oxwich,  Glamorgan. 

R 

17.09.92 

Elms  Farm,  Ickesham,  Sussex.  344km  E-SE  58  days 

E978372 

1 

06.06.89 

Ash  Coppice,  Alberbury,  Shropshire. 

R 

09.06.91 

Priory  Wood,  Bettws  Newydd,  Usk,  Gwent.  107km  S  733  days. 

X 

13.05.92 

Tadi2ouste  Oasis,  Goulmima,  Morocco.  31°  49'N  4°  57'W. 

2327km  S  1072  days. 

F754473 

1 

03.06.91 

Salem,  nr.  Penrhyncoch,  Dyfed. 

X 

03.04.92 

Aghbalon-n-Kerdouss,  Morocco. 

2299km  S  306  days. 

HI  56043 

1 

07.06.92 

Prion,  nr.  Denbigh,  Clwyd. 

XF 

01.08.92 

Anglet,  Pyrenees- Atlantiques,  France.  43°  29'N  1°  30'W. 

1081km  S  55  days. 

If  the  findin 

2  date 

of  E978372  is  correct  mid-May  is  late  for  a  Pied  Flycatcher  to  be  that  far  south. 

Starling 

RH17035 

5M 

16.12.90 

Aberystwyth,  Dyfed. 

V 

06.04.91 

Juodpenai,  Kupiskis,  Lithuania.  55°  48'N  25°  13'E. 

1944km  E-NE  414  days. 

V022942 

? 

18.06.90 

Ventes  Ragas,  Silute,  Lithuania. 

R 

09.03.91 

Aberystwyth,  Dyfed.  1688km  W  273  days. 

As  well  as  the  2  birds  above  there  was  also  a  Gwent  Starling  found  in  Russia,  typical  winter  movements 

of  Starlings. 

Greenfinch 

VB95686 

? 

17.03.91 

Salem,  nr.  Penrhyncoch,  Dyfed. 

X 

02.04.92 

Horley,  Surrey.  297km  SE  382  days. 

Siskin 

F923577 

3J 

09.07.91 

Cwmystwyth,  Dyfed. 

R 

19.02.92 

Okehampton,  Devon.  180km  S  225  days. 

Redpoll 

H292092 

4F 

27.09.92 

Arthog,  Gwynedd. 

R 

07.11.92 

Elms  Farm,  Icklesham,  Sussex.  380km  SE  41  days. 

The  3  species  of  Finch  above 

show  how  apparently  random  some  of  their  winter  wanderings  can  be. 
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EFFEITHIAU  PLALADD WYR-LL Y GOD  AR  Y  DYLLUAN  WEN 

Tyto  alba  YNG  NGWYNEDD 

DUNCAN  BROWN,  Cyngor  Cefii  Gwlad  Cymru ,  Hafod  Elfyn,  Ffordd  Penrhos,  Bangor , 

Gwynedd  LL57  2LQ 

CRYNODEB 

Astudiwyd  effeithiau  plaladdwyr-llygod  ar  y  Dylluan  Wen  Tyto  alba  yng 
Ngwynedd,  Cymru,  rhwng  1976  a  1992.  Gwyntyllwyd  ei  harferion 
bwyta,  halogiad  ei  horganau  gan  wenwyn,  a’i  symudiadau.  Seilivvyd  yr 
astudiaeth  o’r  ddeiet  ar  ugain  mil  o  eitemau  bwyd  a  gafwyd  mewn 
pellenni,  o’r  halogiad  ar  21  o  gyrff  ers  1983,  ac  o'r  symudiadau  ar 
dystiolaeth  54  modrwy  a  gafodd  eu  dychwelyd.  Er  i  Lygod  Mawr  Rattus 
norvegicus  ffurfio  ond  cyfran  bychan  iawn  o'i  deiet,  dangoswyd  fod  y 
dylluan  yn  cymeryd  mwy  ohonynt  ym  Mon  nac  yn  unman  arall  yn  y  sir. 
Cafwyd  y  plaladdwyr-llygod  Difenacoum,  Bromadiolone  a  Brodifacoum 
mewn  9  o'r  cyrff  —  daethant  yn  bennaf  o  ardaloedd  lie  mae  tuedd  amlwg 
i  dylluannod  fwyta  llygod  mawr.  Dangosodd  un  corff  symtomau  allanol  o 
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wenwyno  gan  y  math  yma  o  sylwedd,  ond  damweiniau  cyffredin  oedd 
achos  uniongyrchol  marwolaeth  y  rhan  fwyaf.  Gwyntyllwyd  y 
posibilrwydd  y  bu  mathau  eraill  o  lygoden  yn  gyfrifol  am  drosglwyddo 
gwenwyn  i'r  tylluannod  ond  ni  chafwyd  tystiolaeth  o  hynny,  a'r  Llygoden 
Fawr  yw’r  cyfrwng  halogi  mwyaf  tebygol.  Dylid  ystyried  camrau  priodol 
i  reoli'r  modd  y  defnyddir  y  sylweddau  hyn,  efallai  yn  y  fath  fannau  a 
amlygwyd  yma,  er  mwyn  lliniam  eu  heffaith  ar  y  gadwyn  fwyd. 

Summary v  The  possible  effects  of  rodenticides  on  Bam  Owls  Tyto  alba  in 
Gwynedd,  Wales,  were  studied.  Aspects  of  diet,  contamination  by 
rodenticides,  and  dispersal  of  Bam  Owls  in  the  county  were  investigated 
between  1976  and  1992.  The  food  study  was  based  on  more  than  twenty 
thousand  prey  items  obtained  from  pellets,  the  rodenticide  contamination 
on  21  carcases,  and  the  dispersal  on  54  ringing  recoveries.  Though  Brown 
Rats  Rattus  norvegicus  formed  only  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  diet,  it 
was  shown  that  Barn  Owls  take  a  higher  proportion  on  Anglesey  than 
elsewhere  in  the  county.  The  rodenticides  Difenacoum,  Bromadiolone 
and  Brodifacoum  were  found  in  9  of  the  owl  corpses,  close  to  the  areas 
where  rats  were  more  liable  to  be  taken.  One  carcase  showed  external 
symptoms  of  rodenticide  poisoning,  though  accidents  were  the  apparent 
cause  of  most  deaths.  The  possibility  that  other  rodents  may  have  been 
rodenticide  carriers  was  investigated  but  this  was  not  confirmed  and  rats 
seem  to  have  been  the  most  likely  source.  In  the  light  of  these  findings, 
steps  should  be  considered  to  control  modes  of  use  of  these  substances, 
perhaps  in  such  areas  as  here  identified,  in  order  to  reduce  their  possible 
effects  alone  the  food  chain. 

CYFLWYNIAD 

Cynhaliwyd  ymchwil  i’r  Dylluan  Wen  yng  Ngwynedd  gan  y  Sefydliad  Ecoleg  Tir 
(SET)  a’r  Cyngor  Gwarchod  Natur  ers  1976.  Casglwyd  gwybodaeth  fanwl  am  ei  bwyd  fel 
rhan  o  “Arolwg  Gwynedd  i’r  Dylluan  Wen”  a  fu  ar  droed  ers  1985.  Ers  1991  cynhaliwyd  yr 
Arolwg  ar  y  cyd  rhwng  Cyngor  Cefn  Gwlad  Cymru  a  “Grwp  Astudiaethau  Adar 
Ysglyfaethus  yng  Nghymru”  (sef  pwyllgor  cyswllt  arbenigol  y  Gymdeithas  Frenhinol  er 
Gwarchod  Adar). 

Rhan  o’r  gwaith  oedd  casglu  gwybodaeth  am  gyrff  y  Dylluan  Wen  a  halogwyd  gan 
fathau  arbennig  o  blaladdwyr-llygod.  Ystyrir  y  gall  y  ddau  fath  o  wybodaeth,  o'u  cymryd 
law-yn-llaw,  ddadlennu  i  ba  raddau,  ac  ym  mha  le,  y  gall  y  dylluan  wen  fod  mewn  perygl 
oddiwrth  y  sylweddau  hyn.  Cyflwynir  yma  y  wybodaeth  mewn  modd  sydd  yn  dangos  y 
berthynas  rhwng  rhai  mathau  o  lygod,  y  gwenwyn  a  ddefnyddir  i’w  difa,  a  phoblogaeth  y 
Dylluan  Wen  yng  Ngwynedd. 


DULLIAU 

Cofnodwyd  22,076  o  eitemau  bwyd  (h.y.  mamoliaid  unigol  a  fu’n  ysbail  i'r  dylluan)  a 
gafwyd  o  bellenni  bwyd  y  Dylluan  Wen  yng  Ngwynedd  dros  y  cyfnod.  Daeth  9346  o  Fon, 
3022  o’r  hen  sir  Gaemarfon,  a  9708  o  Feirion.  Distyriwyd  (i)  adar  a  phryfed  a  (ii)  samplau  o 
Glwyd  (er  i  rhain  gael  eu  cynnwys  yn  Ffig.  1).  Cynhwyswyd  fodd  bynnag  un  sampl  a 
gafwyd  gwybodaeth  amdani  ym  1963  —  gweler  Ffig.  1  a  Lawrence  &  Brown  (1967). 
Dadansoddwyd  y  pellenni  hyn  gan  weithwyr  unigol  (D.B,  Turner  1983),  a  chan  nifer  o 
fyfyrwyr  ysgol  a  choleg  o  dan  oruchwiliaeth  agos  DB.  Ymhlith  yr  eitemau  bwyd  a  gasglwyd 
oedd  rhywogaethau  a  oedd  yn  debygol  o  gymeryd  gwenwyn-llygod  petai  ar  gael  iddynt. 
Ystyrir  mai'r  llygoden  fawr  Rattus  norvegicus,  y  llygoden  fach  Mus  musculus  a’r  llygoden 
faes  Apodemus  sylvaticus  oedd  y  rhain. 

Darparodd  y  Sefydliad  Ecoleg  Tir,  o'u  canolfan  ym  Monk's  Wood,  Swydd 
Huntingdon,  Lloegr,  wybodaeth  am  21  o  ddadansoddiadau  iau  neu  afu  tylluannod  a  ddaeth  i 
law  yn  y  sir  rhwng  1984  ac  1992.  Diben  pob  un  o’r  dadansoddiadau  hyn  oedd  archwilio 
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lefelau  pedwar  math  o  blaladdwr-llygod,  sef  Brodifacoum,  Difenacoum,  Bromadiolone  a 
Flocoumaphen.  Dyma  ran  o  waith  tymor  hir  y  Sefydliad  i  fesur  effeithiau  gwenwyn  ar  adar 
ysglyfaethus. 

Elfen  arall  o  waith  yr  Arolwg  yng  Ngwynedd  sydd  yn  berthnasol  yma  oedd  modrwyo 
cywion  y  tylluannod,  fel  y  gallesid  mesur  (ymhlith  pethau  eraill)  eu  hoedledd  a  pha  mor  bell 
y  tueddant  wasgaru  ar  61  gadael  y  nyth. 


CANLYNIADAU 


Ysbail: 

Prif  fwyd  y  dylluan  wen  yn  y  sir,  o  ddigon,  oedd  y  llygoden  wair  Microtus  agrestis,  er 
i’r  raddfa  y  daliodd  hi’r  rhywogaeth  honno  amrywio’n  sylweddol  o  dymor  i  dymor  (Brown 


Ffigur  1.  Dosbarthiad  yng  Ngwynedd  a  Chlwyd  o  gyrff  tylluanod  gwynion  Tyto  alba  a 
halogwyd  gan  blaladdwyr-llygod,  mewn  perthynas  a’u  harfer  o  fwyta  Llygod 
Mawr  Rattus  noi-vegicus. 


man  canfod  corff  tylluan  wen  a  chanddo  olion  plaladdw(y)r  llygod 
finding  location  of  Barn  Owl  corpse  contaminated  by  rodenticide(s). 

fel  uchod  ond  heb  olion  plaladdwyr 
as  above  but  uncontaminated. 

man  casglu  sampl  pellenni  a  chanddi  >1  llygoden  fawr 

location  at  which  pellet  sample  having  >1  Brown  Rat  was  collected. 

fel  uchod  ond  heb  yr  un  Lygoden  Fawr 
as  above  but  without  rats. 


a 

□ 


o 


Figure  1.  The  distribution  in  Gwynedd  and  Clwyd  of  Bam  Owl  Tyto  alba  carcases 

contaminated  by  rodenticides,  in  relation  to  the  incidence  of  Brown  Rats  Rattus 
norvegicus  in  the  diet. 
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1981).  Amrywiodd  ei  pharodrwydd  i  gymeryd  llygod  y  gwair  o  ardal  i  ardal  hefyd,  gyda 
chanran  sylweddol  lai  ohonynt  yn  dod  i’r  fei  mewn  pellenni  o  Fon  nac  o  rai  gweddill  y  sir 
(39%  ym  Mon,  53%  ym  mharthau  eraill,  n  =  21,694  o  famoliaid,  PcO.OOl,  prawf  chi:).  Y 
llyg  cyffredin  Sorex  araneus  oedd  y  rhywogaeth  arall  a  gymerwyd  ar  raddfa  fawr,  a  lleiafrif 
oedd  y  rhywogaethau  eraill  yn  y  ddeiet  yn  gyffredinol,  gan  gynnwys  y  tri  sydd  dan  sylw 
yma. 

Ni  ffurfiodd  y  llygoden  faes  ond  9%  o’r  ddeiet  ar  draws  y  sir,  a  hon  oedd  yr  amlaf  o’r 
tri  i  gael  ei  chymeryd.  I’r  llygoden  fach,  0.7%  o’r  ddeiet  oedd  y  ffigur  cyfatebol  (sylweddol 
fwy  ym  Mon),  ac  i’r  llygoden  fawr,  0.6%.  Roedd  dosbarthiad  y  ddwy  gyntaf  yn  fwy 
gwastad  yn  y  sir  na’r  olaf. 

Nid  yw’r  canranau  uchod  yn  fesur  gwbl  gywir  o’u  gwerth  i’r  dylluan  fodd  bynnag,  gan 
fod  un  llygoden  fawr  er  enghraifft,  yn  werth  mwy  nac  un  llygoden  fach  o  ran  maeth 
(Southern  1954).  Am  yr  un  rheswm  felly,  nid  ydynt  ychwaith  yn  fesur  cywir  o’r  dogn  o 
wenwyn  a  allasai  ddod  gyda  hwynt.  Byddai  ffigurau  cywiredig  yn  codi  pwysigrwydd  y 
llygoden  fawr  o  fymryn  ac  yn  gostwng  pwysigrwydd  y  llygoden  fach. 

Er  mor  fychan  oedd  canran  y  llygod  mawr  yn  neiet  y  Dylluan  Wen  yng  Ngwynedd,  bu 
gwahaniaeth  arwyddocaol  (P<.001,  prawf  chi2)  cydrhwng  y  nifer  a  gafwyd  ym  Mon  (1.3% 
o’r  ddeiet)  o’i  gymharu  a  gweddill  Gwynedd  (0.2%).  Yn  Ffigur  1  hefyd  gwelir  mai  ym  Mon 


Ffigur  2.  Dosbarthiad  Llygod  Bach  Mus  musculus  a  Llygod  y  Maes  Apodemus  sylvaticus 
yn  neiet  y  Dylluan  Wen  yng  Ngwynedd. 


Figure  2.  The  distribution  of  House  Mice  Mus  musculus  and  Long-tailed  Field  Mice 
Apodemus  sylvaticus  in  the  diet  of  Barn  Owls  in  Gwynedd. 
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bron  yn  ddieithriad  y  ceir  llygod  mawr  mewn  pellenni.  Yr  oedd  yr  achosion  yn  Arfon  yn 
eithriadau  —  y  naill  yn  gofnod  am  hen  ddeiet  o’r  chwedegau  a  oedd  yn  wahanol  i  samplau 
diweddar  ar  sawl  cyfrif  (Lawrence  &  Brown  1967),  a’r  Hall  yn  sampl  a  gynhyrchwyd  gan 
dylluan  a  fu’n  hela  yng  nghyffiniau  gwaith  trin  ysbwriel  cyhoeddus  (cafwyd  corff  halogedig 
yn  y  cyffiniau  yn  ddiweddarach).  Yn  Ffigur  2  ceir  dosbarthiad  y  ddwy  rywogaeth  arall  fel 
prae  i  dylluannod  y  sir.  Gellir  tybied  mai’r  llygoden  fawr  yw’r  mwyaf  tebygol  o  gyflwyno 
dogn  o  wenwyn  i  dylluan,  a’r  llygoden  faes  y  lleiaf  tebygol. 

Dadcmsoddiadciu  Cyrff: 

Dengys  Ffigur  1  hefyd  fannau  canfod  cyrff  y  tylluannod  a  ddadansoddwyd,  a 
phresenoldeb  neu  absenoldeb  gwenwyn  ynddynt.  Er  nad  oes  cynrychiolaeth  gwastad  ar 
draws  y  sir  o  gyrff  o’r  fath  (ac  nid  oes  sicrwydd  y  daw  y  fath  gynrychiolaeth  byth),  fe 
ymddengys  fod  tylluannod  halogedig  yn  debycach  o  ddod  i’r  fei  ym  Mon  a’i  chyffiniau  nac 
ym  mannau  eraill. 

Ymddengys  nad  oedd  yr  adar  halogedig  yn  cynrychioli  yr  un  rhan  o’r  boblogaeth  a’r 
rhai  glan  yn  y  sampl  a  archwiliwyd.  Cafwyd  bod  cyfran  mwy  na’r  disgwyl  o’r  rhai 


TABL  1.  LEFELAU  (RHANNAU/MILIWN)  AC  AMLDER  TRI  MATH  O  BLALADDWR 
LLYGOD  YNG  NGHYRFF  TYLLUANOD  GWYNION  GWYNEDD  A  CHLWYD  (1984-1992) 

—  DATA  GAN  SET  — 


Mis 

Blwyddyn 

Ardal 

Oedran 

Rhyw 

10 

1984 

Meir 

ieu 

G 

12 

1985 

Meir 

oed 

B 

10 

1989 

Clwyd 

ieu 

B 

3 

1989 

Mon 

oed 

G 

2 

1990 

C’fon 

ieu 

G 

3 

1990 

C'fon 

ieu 

G 

3 

1990 

Mon 

ieu 

B 

4 

1990 

C’fon 

ieu 

B 

9 

1990 

Mon 

oed 

B 

1 

1991 

Mon 

ieu 

G 

1 

1991 

Mon 

oed 

B 

3 

1991 

C’fon 

oed 

G 

5 

1991 

Mon 

oed 

G 

8 

1991 

Mon 

ieu 

G 

8 

1991 

Mon 

ieu 

B 

8 

1991 

C’fon 

ieu 

G 

8 

1991 

Mon 

ieu 

? 

9 

1991 

Mon 

ieu 

G 

12 

1991 

Clwyd 

ieu 

G 

12 

1991 

Mon 

ieu 

B 

2 

1992 

C’fon 

ieu 

B 

Cyfartaledd  rhannau/miliwn 
(gwerthoedd  positif  yn  unig) 
Average  ppm  (positive  values  only) 

Nifer  o  gyrff  halogedig 

No.  of  corpses  with  positive  values 

Uchafrif  (rhannau/miliwn) 

Highest  value  (ppm) 


Brodifacoum 

Difenacoum 

Bromadiolone 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0.019 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0.029 

0 

0 

0 

0.189 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0.008 

0.077 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0.020 

0 

0 

0.170 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0.096 

0 

0.005 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0.016 

0 

0.019 

0.041 

0.121 

1 

6 

3 

0.019 

0.170 

0.189 

TABLE  1.  LEVELS  (PARTS  PER  MILLION  OR  PPM)  AND  INCIDENCE  OF  3  TYPES  OF 
RODENTICIDE  IN  BARN  OWL  CORPSES  FROM  GWYNEDD  AND  CLWYD  (1984-1992) 

—  ITE  DATA) 
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halogedig  yn  oedolion  ac  yn  geiliogod  o’u  cymharu  a’r  gweddill,  er  nad  oedd  gwahaniaeth 
amlwg  yn  amser  y  flwyddyn  y  daeth  cyrff  y  ddau  grwp  i’r  fei. 

Damweiniau  oedd  achos  marwolaeth  llawer  o’r  adar  p’un  ai  oeddent  wedi  eu  halogi 
neu  beidio.  Cafwyd  eraill  yn  gwanychu  neu  yn  farw  yng  nghyffiniau  adeiladau  fferm  neu 
mewn  caeau,  ymhell  o  beryglon  amlwg,  ac  roedd  rhai  ohonynt  wedi  eu  halogi.  Dylid  nodi 
nad  oedd  y  sampl  hwn  (n=21)  yn  ddigon  i  ganiatau  cynnal  profion  ystadegol  safonol  i 
ymhelaethu  ar  y  sylwadau  hyn,  nac  i'w  cadarnhau. 

O'r  4  sylwedd  yr  archwiliwyd  y  cyrff  amdanynt,  cafwyd  tri  ohonynt  yn  y  sampl,  sef 
Difenacoum,  Bromadiolone  a  Brodifacoum  (Tabl  1).  Flocoumaphen  oedd  y  Hall.  Ar  un  corff 
a  gafwyd  mewn  cae  ym  Mhenmynydd,  Mon,  gyda  lefelau  uchel  o  Difenacoum  ynddo, 
nodwyd  cleisiau  gwaedlyd  ar  gymalau’r  adanedd.  Cadarnhaodd  y  SET  mai  arwydd 
nodweddiadol  o  halogiad  plaladdwr-llygod,  sydd  yn  gweithio  trwy  deneuo’r  gwaed,  yw  hwn 
er  na  fu’r  archwilwyr  yn  barod  i  fentro  mai’r  gwenwyn  oedd  achos  marwolaeth  yr  aderyn 
(A.  Asher  in  lift).  Serch  hynny,  bamodd  Adran  Amaeth  y  Swyddfa  Gymreig  (in  litt )  bod  y 
dogn,  yn  61  pob  tebyg,  yn  ddigon  i  ladd  yr  aderyn. 

Modrwyo  cywion: 

O’r  dystiolaeth  fodrwyo  cafwyd  bod  tylluanod  a  aned  ym  Mon  yn  weddol  sefydlog 
gydol  eu  hoes.  Doedd  hanner  yr  adar  a  fodrwywyd,  ac  a  hedfanodd  o  leiaf  un  cilomedr  o’u 
man  geni  cyn  y  cafwyd  hanes  amdanynt  drachefn,  ddim  wedi  symud  rhagor  na  9  cilomedr 
(dyna’r  canolrif  neu  “median”;  yr  uchafrif  oedd  164Cm.,  n=54).  Y  symudiad  uchafrifol  hwn 
oedd  yr  unig  enghraifft  o  dylluan  wen  a  ddaeth  i’r  fei  yng  Ngwynedd  ar  61  cael  ei  modrwyo 
y  tu  allan  i’r  sir  (sef  yn  Swydd  Avon,  Lloegr).  Gellir  casglu  felly  bod  y  mwyafrif  o  gyrff 
halogedig  wedi  codi’r  gwenwyn  oddifewn  i  ychydig  filltiroedd  i  ffwrdd  o  fan  canfod  y 
corff,  naill  ai  ohonynt  ei  hunain,  neu  oddiwrth  eu  rhieni. 

CASGLIADAU 

Nid  yn  unig  fu  tylluannod  Gwynedd  yn  debycach  o  gymeryd  llygod  mawr  yn  Mon  nac 
yng  ngweddill  y  sir,  roeddent  yn  debycach  o  gymeryd  gwenwyn  llygod  mawr  yno  hefyd.  Ni 
chafwyd  tystiolaeth  bod  y  ddau  fath  arall  o  lygoden  yn  fodd  i  halogi  tylluannod  yn  y  sir. 
Difenacoum  a  ddarganfuwyd  amlaf  a  Bromadiolone  oedd  y  sylwedd  a  gafwyd  lefelau 
cyfartalog  uchaf  ohoni.  Dangosodd  Newton  ac  eraill  (1990)  fod  Brodifacoum  yn  fwy  tocsig 
i  dylluan  na  Difenacoum,  a’i  fod  felly  yn  fwy  o  fygythiad  iddi.  Un  corff  o  Wynedd  yn  unig  a 
gafwyd  wedi  ei  halogi  a  Brodifacoum. 

Yn  ne  a  gorllewin  Mon  y  ceir  y  boblogaeth  ddwysaf  o  dylluannod  gwynion  yng 
Ngwynedd  (Brown,  heb  ei  gyhoeddi),  a  chyda’r  gryfaf  yng  ngwledydd  Prydain  (Shawyer 
1987).  Mae’n  amlwg  fod  nifer  bychan  iawn  o  lygod  mawr  yn  gyfrwng  i  wenwyno  rhan  o 
boblogaeth  tylluannod  Mon  (ac  ambell  fan  arall  yn  y  sir),  er  nad  oes  modd  gwybod  eto  pa 
ran,  na  chyda  pa  effaith  ar  y  boblogaeth. 

Paham  ei  bod  hi’n  bwyta  mwy  o  lygod  mawr  ym  Mon?  Ai  am  fod  mwy  ohonynt  ar 
gael  yno,  ynteu  am  fod  llai  o  lygod  gwair?  Beth  bynnag  fo’r  rheswm,  ar  drugaredd  yr 
amaethwr  y  mae’r  dylluan  wen.  Byddai’n  anffodus  petaem  yn  cymeryd  ei  llwyddiant 
presennol  yn  ganiataol,  ac  yn  caniatau  i'r  aderyn  hynod  hwn  brinhau  oherwydd  diffyg 
cynghorion  i  dirfeddianwyr  ar  sut  i  reoli’r  sylweddau  hyn  yn  y  gadwyn  fwyd. 

DIOLCH 

I'r  Doethuriaid  David  Seel  a  Dorian  Moss  am  gyflwyno  canlyniadau  eu  gwaith  ym 
Mon  i  ddibenion  yr  Arolwg.  I  aelodau'r  cyhoedd  a  drosglwyddodd  cyrff  tylluanod  naill  ai 
i'r  Arolwg  yn  lleol  neu  yn  uniongyrchol  i  SET.  I  golegau,  ysgolion,  dosbarthiadau  nos  ac 
unigolion  (yn  enwedig  M.  Durham,  Llanrwst)  am  ddadansoddi  pellenni.  I  fodrwywyr 
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Gwynedd  (yn  enwedig  D.  Thomas  a  G.  Miles)  am  eu  gwaith.  I’r  SET  am  gynnal  y  profion 
ar  y  cyrff  a  darparu’r  canlyniadau  yn  brydlon.  I’r  Ymddiriedolaeth  Adarydda  Brydeinig 
(BTO)  am  ddarparu’r  wybodaeth  am  dylluannod  a  fodrwywyd  yn  brydlon  a  didrafferth. 
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FOOD  REMOVAL  RATE  FROM  FEEDERS  AS  A  MEASURE  OF  BIRD  ACTIVITY 

IN  A  RURAL  WOODLAND  FRINGE 

F.  M.  SLATER,  School  of  Pure  &  Applied  Biology,  University  of  Wales  College  of  Cardiff 
Field  Centre,  Llysdinam,  Newbridge-on-Wye,  Powys  EDI  6NB. 

SUMMARY 

Observations  of  feeding  activity  at  peanut  feeders  on  the  fringe  of  a  rural 
woodland  in  mid-Wales  both  confirms  the  patterns  of  supplementary 
feeding  found  in  suburban  situations  and  shows  that  snow  and  ice  free 
weather  patterns  in  winter  do  not  elicit  discernable  feeding  responses 
although  a  pre-breeding  increase  in  feeding  activity  is  evident. 

INTRODUCTION 

Casual  observation  would  suggest  that  there  is  considerable  day  to  day  variation  in  the 
number  of  individuals  and  the  number  of  species  of  birds  using  peanut  feeders.  The  use  of 
birds  of  such  feeders  was  followed  in  the  winter  to  spring  transition  period  on  the  edge  of  a 
deciduous  woodland  in  rural  mid-Wales.  Other  similar  studies  in  Britain  have  concentrated 
mainly  upon  suburban  environments  (Cowie  &  Hinsley,  1988). 

METHOD 

From  mid-January  to  the  end  of  March  1991  3  peanut  feeders  were  hung  at  a  height  of 
1.5m  and  at  a  distance  of  2m  apart  from  a  Lime  tree  (Tilia  cordata)  fringing  a  woodland  on 
the  Llysdinam  Estate  in  mid-Wales.  Each  feeder  was  22cm  long  and  5cm  wide,  cylindrical 
and  made  of  0.25  inch  galvanised  wire  mesh  with  a  loose  fitting  lid  of  the  same  material. 
The  three  feeders  were  filled  and  the  following  day  the  quantity  of  food  taken  was  recorded 
by  counting  the  number  of  empty  meshes  above  the  peanut  level  and  the  feeders  were  again 
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refilled.  Records  of  species  using  the  feeders  were  also  noted.  The  feeders  were  situated 
some  200m  from  the  site  of  climatological  station  8304  and  daily  climatological  data  were 
available  for  comparison  with  the  feeder  data. 


TABLE  1.  QUANTITY  OF  PEANUTS  TAKEN  FROM  FEEDERS  AGAINST  DATE  AND 
WEATHER.  *  UNITS  =  TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  RUNGS  OF  FEEDERS  VISIBLE  ABOVE 

LEVEL  OF  PEANUTS. 


Peanuts 

Rainfall 

°c 

°C 

Date 

taken  * 

( mm ) 

maximum 

minimum 

14/1 

29 

0.0 

1.9 

-2.6 

15/1 

63 

0.0 

1.6 

-3.0 

16/1 

42 

0.0 

7.2 

-3.1 

19/1 

43 

0.1 

7.6 

-0.7 

21/1 

41 

2.1 

9.2 

1.5 

22/1 

38 

0.0 

9.8 

5.6 

24/1 

37 

Tr 

4.4 

-0.5 

25/1 

41 

0.8 

0.2 

-2.6 

26/1 

48 

Tr 

-0.1 

-1.6 

27/1 

30 

0.1 

0.9 

-1.4 

28/1 

32 

0.1 

1.5 

-0.5 

30/1 

32 

Tr 

1.0 

-0.1 

31/1 

52 

0.1 

0.9 

-2.0  snow  cover 

1/2 

56 

6.3 

3.1 

-1.6  snow  cover 

2/2 

52 

2.6 

1.1 

-8.8  snow  cover 

3/2 

55 

Tr 

1.5 

-5.6  snow  cover 

4/2 

39 

0.4 

-1.0 

-4.0  thaw 

14/2 

55 

0.1 

5.1 

-9.0  snow  cover 

15/2 

40 

0.0 

8.4 

-7.2  thaw 

16/2 

49 

3.5 

5.9 

1 . 1  thaw 

18/2 

36 

0.1 

4.1 

0.2  snow  gone 

19/2 

28 

0.0 

6.6 

-6.2 

20/2 

35 

0.0 

7.1 

-4.1 

21/2 

37 

Tr 

6.3 

3.6 

22/2 

29 

2.6 

9.6 

-1.0 

28/2 

37 

1.1 

8.6 

0.0 

3/3 

56 

Tr 

8.2 

0.9 

5/3 

36 

1.2 

10.1 

4.2 

6/3 

50 

18.3 

10.6 

5.8 

7/3 

40 

4.8 

12.1 

7.8 

8/3 

54 

8.4 

10.3 

5.0 

10/3 

52 

4.0 

9.6 

6.1 

13/3 

59 

0.3 

17.5 

8.0 

15/3 

52 

1.0 

9.5 

6.4 

18/3 

45 

3.2 

10.5 

2.4 

21/3 

65 

4.2 

10.6 

4.9 

22/3 

63 

11.9 

9.8 

0.0 

23/3 

62 

0.1 

9.7 

-1.1 

24/3 

60 

0.0 

11.6 

-3.1 

RESULTS 

The  species  using  the  feeders  in  decreasing  order  of  frequency  were  Blue  Tit  ( Parus 
caeruleus),  Great  Tit  (Pams  major).  Chaffinch  ( Fringilla  coelebs),  Coal  Tit  ( Parus  ateij , 
Marsh  Tit  (Pams  palustris),  Nuthatch  (Sitta  europea).  Greenfinch  ( Carduelis  chloris). 
Siskin  (Carduelis  spinus)  and  Bullfinch  (. Pyrrhula  pyrrhula).  Parus  species  were  the  most 
consistent  users  of  the  feeders,  other  species  being  more  erratic  in  their  times  of  appearance. 
The  results  are  shown  in  Table  1  and  graphically  in  Figure  1.  No  significant  correlations 
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were  found  between  the  feeding  rate  and  maximum,  minimum,  or  daily  range  of 
temperature  or  rainfall,  humidity  or  wind  speed.  There  was  a  significant  increase  in  feeding 
during  a  period  of  snow  cover  followed  by  a  marked  decrease  in  activity  immediately  the 
snow  thawed.  March  showed  a  steady  increase  in  feeder  activity. 


*7  O 
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COVER 


•  • 
•  • 


•  • 
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Figure  3.  Rate  of  removal  of  peanuts  from  feeders  during  January  to  the  end  of  March. 
Units  of  peanut  loss  =  total  number  of  rungs  visible  above  peanut  level  in 
feeders. 


DISCUSSION 

Some  of  the  day  to  day  variation  in  the  feeder  data  can  be  accounted  for  by  the 
appearance  of  opportunitistic  feeders  such  as  the  Chaffinch,  Greenfinch  and  Siskin 
supplementing  the  regular  feeding  birds  of  local  origin,  an  observation  confirmed  by  the 
number  of  locally  ringed  birds  regularly  utilising  the  food  source.  The  lack  of  direct 
correlation  between  feeder  activity  and  temperature  masks  the  fact  that  the  highest  pre-snow 
feeding  rate  (26  Jan)  was  on  the  only  day  without  snow  cover  when  the  maximum 
temperature  did  not  reach  OC.  Snow  cover  regardless  of  temperature  stimulated  feeder 
activity  but  within  days  of  the  thaw  the  lowest  feeding  rates  were  reached  suggesting  that 
the  loss  of  snow  cover  released  a  preferable  food  source.  Brittingham  &  Temple  (1988) 
investigating  the  impact  of  supplemental  feeding  on  survival  rates  of  Black-capped 
Chickadees  regarded  “severe”  weather  for  their  Pcirus  species  as  more  than  five  days  at 
below  -18C  which  put  the  birds  under  thermal  stress.  Such  a  thermal  regime  has  been 
known  only  once  in  the  last  2  decades  in  this  part  of  mid-Wales  so  that  the  temperature 
fluctuations  during  the  study  period  were  inadequate  in  magnitude  and  duration  to  cause  the 
birds  undue  stress.  Grub  (1978)  found  that  wind  velocity  effects  were  heightened  as 
temperature  decreased.  The  lack  of  correlation  in  this  study  was  again  probably  due  to  the 


75 


lack  of  extremes  in  either  factor  during  the  study  and  the  fact  that  the  feeders  were  on  the 
leeward  side  of  the  woodland  protected  from  the  prevailing  south-westerly  winds.  Although 
as  Thompson  &  Glue  (1993)  point  out  it  is  prolonged  freezing  and  snow  cover  that  force 
birds  to  utilise  supplementary  food,  it  would  appear  that  during  a  normal  winter,  when  the 
area  is  free  of  snow  and  not  severely  frozen  that  wind,  rain,  temperature  or  humidity 
fluctuations  within  an  expected  normal  range  do  not  initiate  compensatory  supplementary 
feeding  responses  in  the  birds  using  these  feeders.  However,  from  late  February  onwards, 
again  independent  of  climatic  variables,  feeding  activity  increased  reaching  its  peak  towards 
the  end  of  March  a  finding  which  mirrored  those  of  Cowie  &  Hinsley  (1988)  in  suburban 
South  Wales.  This  would  be  in  keeping  with  birds  feeding  more  to  reach  peak  condition  for 
breeding  in  the  weeks  immediately  following  the  end  of  these  observations  during  the 
period  when  natural  food  supplies  are  probably  at  their  most  limited. 
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THE  STATUS  OF  THE  CHOUGH  Pyrrhocorax  pyrrhocorax  IN  WALES  IN  1992 

M  GREEN  &  I.  WILLIAMS ,  RSPB,  Bryn  Aderyn,  The  Bank  Newtown  Powys  SY16  2AB 

SUMMARY 

In  1992,  a  survey  of  breeding  Chough  was  undertaken  in  Wales  as  part  of 
an  international  decadal  census.  The  results  of  the  survey  revealed  a  total 
Welsh  population  of  150  breeding  or  probably  breeding  pairs,  27  possible 
breeding  pairs  and  97  non-breeding  birds.  The  Welsh  population 
represents  52%  of  the  total  UK  population  of  342  pairs  (Bignal  et  al.,  in 
prep.).  The  total  of  150  probable/definite  breeding  pairs  is  an  increase  of 
8-11  pairs  compared  with  the  1982  census  (Bullock  et  al.,  1983a).  Of 
these  pairs  1 1 1  were  found  at  coastal  sites;  the  majority  of  the  39  inland 
breeding  pairs  were  located  in  Caernarfonshire  (24),  with  5  nests  situated 
in  derelict  buildings.  The  1982  census  followed  a  severe  winter  which 
almost  certainly  caused  local  declines  in  breeding  numbers  (Bullock  et  al. 
1983b).  The  Welsh  population  changed  little  during  the  last  decade 
although  there  has  been  some  increase  in  range.  In  future,  it  is  hoped  that 
this  increase  will  continue,  encouraged  by  sensitive  agricultural  practices 
through  schemes  such  as  ESAs  and  Tir  Cymen. 

INTRODUCTION 

In  Britain  and  Ireland,  the  Chough  ( Pyrrhocorax  pyrrhocorax)  is  on  the  extreme 
western  edge  of  its  range.  Its  decline  and  subsequent  disappearance  from  many  parts  of 
Britain  during  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  centuries  is  poorly  documented  and,  prior  to 
1963,  very  little  was  known  about  its  status  and  distribution  in  Wales.  In  that  year,  Rolfe 
(1966)  carried  out  a  census  of  the  British  and  Irish  populations,  and  several  subsequent 
surveys  have  looked  at  breeding  Chough  in  selected  areas  of  its  range  in  Wales  (Harrop. 
1970;  Donovan,  1972;  Roderick,  1978). 
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A  comprehensive  survey  of  Britain  and  Ireland  was  undertaken  in  1982  by  the  Royal 
Society  for  the  Protection  of  Birds  (RSPB)  in  conjunction  with  the  British  Trust  for 
Ornithology  (BTO)  and  local  volunteers  (Bullock  et  al.,  1983a).  The  results  of  this  survey 
revealed  a  total  Welsh  population  of  139-142  breeding  pairs  with  a  further  103-106  non¬ 
breeding  birds  (Bullock  et  al.,  1985).  In  1990  the  RSPB  carried  out  a  survey  of  Chough  on 
the  Llyn  peninsula  (Williams  et  al.,  1990)  as  part  of  its  programme  to  monitor  Red  Data 
Bird  species  in  Wales  (Parr  &  Williams,  1989)  and  members  of  the  newly  formed  Wales 
Raptor  Study  Group  (WRSG)  now  undertake  annual  monitoring  of  this  species  in  many 
Welsh  counties  (WRSG  Newsletter  No.  1). 

The  1992  National  Chough  Survey  covered  the  Chough’s  breeding  range  in  Britain, 
Ireland  and  Brittany  and  was  the  first  attempt  to  complete  a  full  census  of  this  species  since 
1982.  Its  aims  were  to  obtain  an  accurate  figure  for  breeding  pairs  and  non-breeding  birds, 
and  to  assess  changes  in  the  population  since  the  1982  survey. 

METHODS 

In  Wales,  the  survey  was  carried  out  through  the  Wales  Raptor  Study  Group,  with 
additional  assistance  from  other  volunteers  and  co-ordinated  from  the  RSPB  Wales  Office. 
Close  liaison  ensured  that  all  potential  breeding  areas  were  adequately  covered  and  that  all 
sites  were  visited  on  a  minimum  of  2  occasions  between  late  March  and  late  June. 

The  methodology  was  based  on  that  of  the  1982  survey  with  fieldworkers  asked  to 
walk  a  route  which  would  take  them  past  all  the  likely  nesting  sites  within  a  defined  area. 
All  Chough  records  were  transcribed  onto  recording  cards,  as  were  basic  vegetation  types 
and  the  amount  of  time  spent  in  each  kilometre  square  covered. 

Observers  were  asked,  wherever  possible,  to  distinguish  between  ‘definite’,  ‘probable’ 
and  ‘possible’  breeding  pairs,  and  to  note  non-breeding  and  roosting  flocks.  As  in  1982, 
breeding  and  non-breeding  birds  were  distinguished  as  follows: 

i)  definite  breeding  was  recorded  if  a  nest  containing  eggs  or  young  was  found,  parent 
birds  were  seen  or  heard  feeding  young  at  the  nest,  or  if  dependent  (fledged)  young  were 
seen  with  adults. 

ii)  probable  breeding  was  recorded  if  a  single  bird  or  pair  was  seen  visiting  a  likely  nest 

site. 

iii)  possible  breeding  was  recorded  if  a  single  bird  or  pair  was  seen  feeding  in  a  suitable 
area.  In  order  to  compare  the  1992  results  with  those  of  the  1982  survey,  definite  and 
probable  pairs  were  taken  as  breeding  pairs,  whereas  possible  breeding  pairs  were  included 
as  non-breeding  birds. 

Two  or  more  visits  to  each  site  helped  to  differentiate  between  the  three  categories  in 
most  instances  but  this  was  not  always  possible  in  certain  coastal  areas  due  to  the 
inaccessibility  of  some  of  the  sites.  It  is  unlikely  that  many  pairs  went  unlocated  due  to  the 
abundance  of  recent  survey  data  and  the  knowledge  of  local  ornithologists. 

RESULTS 

The  survey  revealed  a  total  of  150  definite/probable  breeding  pairs,  27  possible  pairs 
and  97  non-breeding  birds  (Table  1).  The  total  of  177  pairs  represents  52%  of  the  UK 
population  of  342  pairs  (Bignal  et  al.,  in  prep.;  Appendix  1).  The  Welsh  total  of  150 
confirmed  or  probable  breeding  pairs  is  an  increase  of  8-1 1  on  the  number  of  breeding  pairs 
located  by  Bullock  et  al.  in  1982,  with  45-48  more  non-breeding  birds  (Table  2). 
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TABLE  1.  STATUS  OF  THE  CHOUGH  IN  WALES,  1992. 

Breeding  pairs  Non-breeding 


Old  Count y 

Definite 

Probable 

Possible 

Birds 

Anglesey 

11 

2 

3 

10 

Caernarfon 

46 

10 

10 

30 

Denbigh 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Meirionnydd 

6 

2 

1 

32 

Montgomery 

4 

0 

1 

0 

Ceredigion 

14 

1 

6 

10 

Pembrokeshire 

29 

24 

5 

15 

Glamorgan 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Wales  Total 

111 

39 

27 

97 

Table  2  shows  that  Meirionnydd  is  the  only  county  which  recorded  a  marked  decline  in 
breeding  pairs,  the  population  having  decreased  by  33%  in  ten  years.  Caernarfonshire  and 
Montgomeryshire  both  show  slight  increases,  but  it  is  only  on  Anglesey  that  the  Chough 
population  has  shown  a  dramatic  increase  since  1982  (+62.5%).  A  pair  appeared  on  the 
Gower  peninsula  (Glamorgan)  in  1990  and  bred  successfully  in  1991  and  1992,  the  first 
time  in  almost  a  century  that  a  pair  had  nested  here.  Breeding  Choughs  became  extinct  in 
Denbighshire  shortly  after  the  1982  survey  but  a  non-breeding  pair  appeared  at  one  of  the 
traditional  sites  in  the  county  in  1992.  The  number  of  non-breeding  birds  in  each  county 
varied  considerably  between  the  two  surveys  with  most  birds  and  the  most  marked  increase 
found  in  Caernarfonshire. 

TABLE  2.  COMPARISON  BETWEEN  THE  STATUS  OF  CHOUGH  IN  WALES  IN  1982 
AND  1992.  NON-BREEDING  BIRDS  INCLUDE  POSSIBLE  PAIRS  LISTED  IN 
TABLE  1. 


Breeding  pairs  Non-breeding  birds 


Old  Count y 

1982 

1992 

Change 

1982 

1992 

Change 

Anglesey 

8 

13 

+63% 

16 

16 

- 

Caernarfon 

51 

56 

+  10% 

24-25 

50 

+  100% 

Denbigh 

1 

0 

- 

0 

2 

+ 

Meirionnydd 

12 

8 

-33% 

0 

34 

+ 

Montgomery 

2 

4 

+  100% 

6 

2 

-67% 

Ceredigion 

16 

15 

-6% 

19 

22 

+16% 

Pembroke 

49-52 

53 

+2% 

38-40 

25 

-38% 

Glamorgan 

0 

1 

- 

0 

0 

- 

Wales  Total 

139-142 

150 

+6% 

103-106 

151 

+42% 

Table  3  shows  the  nest  sites  used  by  Choughs  in  Wales  in  1992.  Although  the  majority 
(111)  were  found  on  coastal  cliffs,  pairs  in  Meirionnydd  and  Montgomeryshire  were  found 
exclusively  inland  as  were  approximately  half  the  pairs  in  Caernarfonshire.  Sixteen  out  of 
the  39  inland  pairs  were  found  nesting  in  mines,  9  each  in  quarries  and  natural  cliffs  and  all 
5  pairs  breeding  in  buildings  were  in  Caernarfonshire.  From  the  data  collected,  it  was  not 
possible  to  separate  coastal  sites  into  caves  and  natural  crevices. 
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TABLE  3.  LOCATION  OF  CHOUGH  NEST  SITES  IN  WALES,  1992. 

Coastal 

Inland 

Old  County 

Cliffs 

Quarry 

Mine 

Building 

Cliffs 

Anglesey 

12 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Caernarfon 

32 

9 

3 

5 

7 

Meirionnydd 

0 

0 

6 

0 

2 

Montgomery 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

Ceredigion 

13 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Pembroke 

53 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Glamorgan 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Wales  Total 

111 

9 

16 

5 

9 

Due  to  the  inaccessibility  of  nest  sites, 

no  data  on  clutch  sizes 

were  collated  from 

coastal  sites  whereas 

some 

inland  nests,  particularly  those 

in  buildings,  could  be  reached 

O  " 

with  ease  (Table  4). 

.  Brood  sizes  were  recorded  for  several  inland  and  coastal  nests, 

principally  as  part  of  a  colour-ringing  scheme  to  monitor  the  movements  of  individual  birds 

(A.  V.  Cross,  in  lift.). 


TABLE  4.  BREEDING  DATA  RECORDED  FOR  COASTAL  AND  INLAND  PAIRS  OF 
CHOUGH  IN  WALES  IN  1992. 

Coastal  Inland 


Clutch 

Brood 

Number 

Clutch 

Brood 

Number 

Number  of 

size 

size 

fledged 

size 

size 

fledged 

records 

0 

7 

43 

6 

7 

16 

Mean 

2.71 

2.67 

4.0 

2.71 

2.63 

S.D. 

0.49 

0.97 

0.02 

1.11 

0.885 

DISCUSSION 

The  1992  survey  shows  a  small  increase  in  both  numbers  and  range  of  breeding 
Chough  in  Wales.  This  continues  the  slow  upward  trend  recorded  since  1963,  although  the 
1982  results  may  have  been  depressed  by  the  preceding  cold  winter  (Bullock  et  ai,  1983a). 
In  contrast,  the  late  1980s  and  early  90s  have  experienced  a  series  of  mild  winters  which 
generally  results  in  higher  than  average  winter  survival  of  juveniles  (Bullock  et  ai,  1983b). 
The  Welsh  population  is  therefore  probably  stable  at  a  low  level,  but  shows  irregular 
fluctuations  in  response  to  weather  conditions  and  other  factors  not  now  fully  understood. 

The  results  by  county  (Table  2)  show  that  the  largest  increase  was  in  Anglesey,  with 
the  largest  decrease  in  the  number  of  breeding  pairs  in  Meirionnydd.  Decreases  were 
recorded  only  at  inland  sites  and  the  reasons  for  this  are  unclear.  The  weather  in  early  spring 
was  cold  with  high  rainfall,  and  snow  lay  at  many  of  the  higher  inland  sites  until  mid-April. 
This  may  have  delayed  nesting,  or  meant  that  some  pairs  were  not  in  condition  to  breed. 
Certainly  the  high  percentage  of  non-breeders  in  Caernarfonshire  and  Meirionnydd 
compared  with  1982  suggests  that  several  pairs  failed  to  lay  eggs  at  traditional  inland  sites. 
However,  in  Ceredigion  where  sites  have  been  monitored  annually  for  some  years,  there 
appears  to  be  a  long  term  decline  in  the  inland  population  although  the  reasons  for  this  are 
not  known  (Roderick  &  Cross,  1992).  At  one  inland  site  in  Ceredigion,  the  female  laid  eggs 
and  reared  young  without  the  presence  of  a  male  being  detected,  copulation  presumably 
having  taken  place  with  a  male  from  an  adjacent  site  (A.  V.  Cross,  in  litt.). 
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The  loss  of  valuable  feeding  habitat  due  to  agricultural  improvement  and  afforestation 
may  be  a  cause  for  the  decline  in  inland  pairs.  One  site  in  a  mineshaft  in  Meirionnydd  is 
now  almost  surrounded  by  young  forestry,  and  although  the  birds  succeeded  in  raising 
young  in  1992,  the  site  may  not  be  so  attractive  in  years  to  come  when  adult  birds  have  to 
fly  in  and  out  over  mature  forest.  In  addition,  many  of  the  inland  sites  in  old  mine-shafts 
have  been  degraded  by  the  dumping  of  rubbish.  In  a  recent  survey  of  mid  Wales  mine  sites, 
the  majority  were  found  to  have  been  at  least  partially  filled  with  rubbish  (M.  Green,  pers. 
obs.).  A  management  agreement  with  the  owners  of  present  and  potential  Chough  sites  in 
mines  would  be  an  effective  way  of  safeguarding  these  sites. 

In  Pembrokeshire,  although  numbers  remained  stable,  some  geographical  change  was 
noted,  with  a  slight  decrease  in  the  north  of  the  county  and  a  corresponding  increase  in  the 
south.  This  may  have  been  due  to  changes  in  habitat  quality  in  the  north  (R.  Haycock,  pers 
comm),  although  it  is  noteworthy  that  the  most  marked  increase  in  the  county  has  been  at  the 
Ministry  of  Defence’s  Castlemartin  Range  where  recreational  disturbance  is  kept  to  a 
minimum. 

In  1990  a  pair  of  Choughs  established  territory  on  the  Gower  peninsula  in  Glamorgan 
and  the  following  year  the  pair  bred  successfully,  the  first  time  that  breeding  had  been 
recorded  from  this  county  since  1896  (Owen,  1988).  Three  adult  birds  were  present  in  1992 
with  one  pair  successfully  rearing  3  young.  The  habitat  on  the  Gower  appears  to  be  ideal  for 
this  species  with  its  mosaic  of  coastal  heath,  farmland  and  dune  systems  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  population  will  continue  to  expand  eastwards.  In  1992  a  pair  bred  on  Skokholm  for  the 
first  time  since  1928  (Lockley  et  al.,  1949),  and  a  pair  recolonised  a  traditional  site  in 
Denbighshire  for  the  first  time  in  almost  10  years. 

All  coastal  nests  were  in  natural  fissures  or  caves  in  cliffs  except  one  site  in  Ceredigion 
where  a  pair  used  an  artificial  platform  placed  in  a  crevice.  This  suggests  that  nest  sites  may 
be  a  limiting  factor  in  some  areas,  and  is  the  subject  of  a  current  study  where  artificial 
platforms  are  erected  at  suitable  coastal  and  inland  sites  (Cross  and  Green  in  prep.).  More 
inland  pairs  were  recorded  in  natural  sites  and  buildings  than  in  1982  although  the  majority 
of  inland  pairs  are  still  found  in  man  made  sites  such  as  mineshafts  and  quarries.  At  least  2 
pairs  are  known  to  have  nested  in  active  quarries,  including  one  which  successfully  raised 
young  with  blasting  activities  nearby. 

The  buildings  occupied  by  breeding  Chough  were  mainly  old  quarry  buildings,  and 
although  recorded  as  “inland”,  all  were  within  sight  of  the  sea.  The  use  of  buildings,  even  on 
this  small  scale,  is  encouraging  for  long-term  trends,  but  it  is  still  confined  to  a  few  pairs  in 
north  Wales.  None  of  the  mid  Wales  pairs  use  such  sites  despite  the  widespread  availability 
of  seemingly  suitable  buildings  in  areas  of  good  feeding  habitat. 

Egg  collectors  still  take  their  toll  on  Welsh  Choughs,  with  one  nest  known  and  2  others 
suspected  to  have  been  robbed.  At  least  2  sites  in  north  Wales  are  known  to  be  robbed 
annually,  but  it  is  likely  that  the  true  total  is  higher,  with  inland  sites  being  particularly 
vulnerable.  In  some  areas,  birds  are  still  shot  in  mistake  for  other  corvids,  although  the  level 
of  persecution  is  not  thought  to  be  high. 

In  Wales,  the  Peregrine  ( Falco  pereginus)  population  has  increased  from  108  occupied 
territories  in  1981  (Ratcliffe  1984)  to  280  in  1991  (Williams  1992).  Throughout  their  Welsh 
breeding  range.  Chough  regularly  occur  alongside  Peregrines,  and  although  Bullock  et  al 
(1983b)  suggested  that  other  crow  species  and  the  larger  gulls  posed  a  greater  threat  to  this 
species,  this  may  not  be  true  for  Wales.  J.  Lawton-Roberts  (pers.  comm.)  believes  that 
winter  predation  by  Peregrines  caused  for  the  extinction  of  the  Chough  in  Denbighshire  in 
the  early  1980s  and  fledglings  from  the  solitary  Gower  breeding  pair  were  predated  in  1991 
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and  1992.  Peregrines  also  attempt  to  take  birds  at  a  large  roost  site  of  up  to  65  birds  in 
Meirionnydd,  but  it  is  isolated  inland  populations  which  appear  to  be  at  greatest  risk, 
particularly  as  it  is  in  these  areas  that  the  Peregrine  population  has  increased  most 
(Williams,  1992).  Zuniga  (1988)  suggested  that  the  Chough  was  vulnerable  to  predation 
because  of  its  conspicuousness  and  regularity  in  behaviour,  although  E.  M.  Bignall  ( pers . 
comm.)  suspects  that  predation  is  unimportant  on  Islay. 

The  incidence  of  Choughs  nesting  in  active  quarries  suggests  that  they  can  tolerate  a 
fairly  high  degree  of  disturbance.  However  protracted  human  recreational  disturbance  may 
have  a  greater  effect.  This  could  be  a  significant  factor  where  nests  are  in  a  popular  climbing 
area  such  as  parts  of  Pembrokeshire  and  in  north  Wales  where  climbing  in  slate  quarries  has 
become  more  popular  in  recent  years,  and  some  traditional  nest  sites  have  been  vacated. 

Chemicals  used  in  animal  husbandry  have  been  suspected  of  causing  declines  in 
Chough  numbers  but  it  is  not  known  how  much  this  affects  the  Welsh  population. 
McCracken  (1988)  has  shown  that  the  veterinary  antiparasitic  drug  ‘Ivermectin’  can  have  a 
detrimental  effect  on  feeding  Chough  by  killing  the  invertebrates  in  cow  dung  on  which  the 
birds  feed.  On  the  Llyn  Environmentally  Sensitive  Area  (ESA),  the  RSPB  is  currently 
negotiating  a  ban  on  the  use  of  this  chemical. 

Climate  was  suggested  as  a  limiting  factor  by  Bullock  et  cil  (1983a),  particularly  for 
inland  Choughs  at  higher  altitudes  and  he  found  evidence  that  the  cold  winter  of  1981/2  had 
a  severe  effect  on  some  inland  populations  although  others  remained  unaffected.  As  has 
been  mentioned  previously,  the  late  snow  at  some  sites  may  have  adversely  affected  the 
number  of  breeding  pairs  in  1992.  Conversely,  it  appears  that  the  wet  spring  and  summer 
benefited  feeding  Chough  as  the  number  of  young  fledged,  particularly  inland,  was  high. 
This  contrasts  sharply  with  1991  when  all  11-13  young  fledged  on  Bardsey  Island  died 
within  a  few  days  of  leaving  the  nest  when  it  was  suspected  that  they  were  unable  to  probe 
the  parched  ground  for  invertebrates  (P.  Jenks,  pers.  comm.). 

Bullock  et  al  (1983a)  and  Bignall  &  Curtis  (1988)  have  emphasised  the  importance  of 
the  birds’  association  with  pastoral  agriculture.  As  the  ecology  of  the  Chough  appears  to  be 
closely  related  to  farming  practice  it  follows  that  any  change  in  the  latter  may  affect  this 
species.  With  the  current  uncertainty  about  the  future  direction  of  agriculture,  particularly  in 
marginal  areas,  it  is  important  that  long-term  changes  in  farming  practices  and  their  effects 
on  the  Chough  population  are  adequately  understood  and  monitored. 

Grant  schemes  such  as  Tir  Cymen  and  ESA  which  embrace  over  two  thirds  of  all 
Welsh  Chough  sites,  should  ensure  the  protection  and  enhancement  not  only  of  Chough 
feeding  areas,  but  in  some  instances,  the  nest  sites  themselves.  The  National  Trust  also  has  a 
key  role  in  the  future  of  this  species  in  Wales  as  much  of  the  coastal  heathlands  are  owned 
and  managed  by  them.  Management  is  already  undertaken  on  the  Llyn,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
this  will  be  expanded  to  include  all  key  National  Trust  landholdings  in  the  near  future. 
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APPENDIX  1.  THE  STATUS  OF  THE  CHOUGH  IN  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND 

IN  1992 


Number 

Number  of  non - 

Country 

of  pairs 

breeding  birds 

Wales 

177* 

97 

Isle  of  Man 

75 

97 

Scotland 

88 

55 

Northern  Ireland 

2 

9-10 

Eire 

904 

811 

TOTAL: 

1246 

1070 

*  The  Welsh  total  includes  27  possible  breeding  pairs  (see  text)  included  as  non¬ 
breeding  birds  elsewhere  in  this  paper. 
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NOTES 


OBSERVATIONS  OF  THE  HOBBY  NESTING  IN  GWENT 

The  Hobby  ( Falco  subuteo )  is  a  regular  breeder  in  Gwent,  the  only  Welsh  county 
where  this  occurs.  There  are  now  6  regular  territories.  Although  nests  were  found  in  2  for 
the  first  time  in  1992,  breeding  has  been  suspected  in  both  for  some  years.  In  1992  clutch 
sizes  in  successful  nests  were  3,  3,  1  and  ?,  with  broods  of  3,  3,  1  and  2+.  One  nest  (clutch 
3)  was  predated  because  of  disturbance  by  mechanical  hedge-cutting  in  June.  The  sixth 
territory  (occupied  since  1981)  was  not  occupied  in  1992  following  failure  of  2  nesting 
attempts  in  1991  —  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  reoccupied  in  1993  (a  not  unusual  occurrence). 

The  species  is  much  more  widespread  as  a  breeding  bird  in  farmland  than  previously 
suspected.  On  the  debit  side,  however,  there  appears  to  be  a  higher  proportion  of  failures  on 
our  farmland  sites  than  on  the  more  traditional  heathland  areas.  This  could  be  attributable  to 
an  increase  in  disturbance  from  farming  operations,  or  may  only  appear  to  be  greater,  as  our 
nests  are  found  during  or  soon  after  laying  (in  some  cases  the  nests  have  already  failed  when 
found).  If  other  studies  concentrate  on  the  later  stages  of  the  nesting  cycle  they  will  miss 
these  early  failures. 

In  1990,  the  nest  of  one  pair  was  finally  located  on  the  16th  June,  shortly  after  laying 
and,  when  inspected,  contained  3  eggs  and  the  fresh  remains  (skinned  skull  and  body 
feathers)  of  an  adult  Hobby.  The  male  was  still  in  attendance,  so  it  was  presumably  the 
female  that  had  been  predated  on  the  nest.  The  eggs  were  undamaged,  so  the  “kill”  must 
have  happened  without  a  skirmish.  The  eggs  had  been  predated  by  corvids  by  the  18th.  The 
nest  was  located  in  an  old  crow’s  nest  within  a  line  of  4  heavily  ivied  hedgerow  oaks  some 
250m  from  a  2  hectare  coniferous  wood  and  300m  from  a  VA  hectare  broadleaved  wood. 
Buzzard  (Buteo  buteo),  Kestrel  ( Falco  tinnunclulus )  and  Tawny  Owl  ( Strix  aluco )  hold 
territory  in  the  valley.  The  undamaged  eggs  led  us  to  conclude  that  a  Tawny  Owl  was  the 
most  likely  culprit  and  killed  the  incubating  female  at  night. 

It  would  seem  a  rare  and  interesting  incident  for  an  adult  Hobby  to  be  killed  in  this 
manner.  Heimo  Mikkola,  in  his  paper  “Owls  killing  and  killed  by  other  Owls  and  Raptors”, 
Brit.  Birds ,  69,  144-154,  1976,  mentions  only  3  records  involving  Hobby  (2  taken  by  Eagle 
Owl  Bubo  bubo  and  1  by  Tawny  Owl  Strix  aluco).  In  their  “Hobby  studies  in  England  and 
Germany”,  Brit.  Birds,  73,  275-295,  1980,  Dietrich  Fiuczynski  and  Desmond  Nethersole- 
Thompson  record  a  Tawny  Owl  killing  a  brood  of  Hobbies. 

This  territory  (although  occupied  every  year  since  1985)  was  vacated  in  1991,  but  was 
occupied  again  and  successful  in  1992.  Birds  were  first  heard  on  27th  May,  the  same  day 
that  crows  fledged  from  the  nest  the  Hobby  chose  to  lay  in;  3  young  were  raised  and  were 
last  heard  in  the  vicinity  of  the  nest  on  28th  September. 

We  are  grateful  to  Jane  Corbishley  and  George  Renton  for  help  with  nest  finding. 

S.  ROBERTS  &  J.  M.  S.  LEWIS 
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